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termine where the weak points are located. Some utility compa-
nies offer free audits. You can also check with your state energy 
offi ce for insulation recommendations or go online at www.eere.
energy.gov for all kinds of energy-effi -
cient information.

Keep your heating equipment ser-
viced and maintained regularly for top 
performance. If you need new equip-
ment, purchase an energy-effi cient 
model. It may cost more upfront, but 
you’ll make up for that by paying less 
to the utility company.

Weatherizing your home is another 
way to save money on your heating. 
Sealing air leaks can prevent heat loss 
during winter. Most often, these leaks 
occur where two different building ma-
terials meet. Some of the most common 
areas include: narrow spaces around 
roof fl ashing, vents and pipes where air 
can travel, cracks in bricks or founda-
tion walls, and gaps where the founda-
tion wall meets the siding and around 
door frames. Two 1/8-inch gaps can let 
in as much cold air as a window left 
open 6-inch all winter. Imagine how much money that would 
cost you. 

Inspect the exterior of your home carefully from different 

angles to spot cracks and gaps. Then use caulking or weather-
stripping to seal them.

Water heaters are the second-largest energy users in the 
home. Experts recommend insulat-
ing an older water heater or pur-
chasing an energy-effi cient model. 
Buying an energy-effi cient water 
heater can be expensive, but in the 
long run, it will cost less to oper-
ate. Additionally, insulating hot 
water pipes with half-inch foam or 
pipe tape can save $25 annually.

Properly planned lighting can 
affect energy use as well. Compact 
fl uorescent light bulbs last three to 
four times longer and are more ef-
fi cient than ordinary incandescent 
light bulbs, yet give off the same 
light. Avoid the long-life incandes-
cent variety – they are the biggest 
energy burners. Use task lighting 
where needed and turn off the gen-
eral lighting when unnecessary. 
Above all, don’t leave lights burn-
ing when they’re not being used.

Do your own energy audit this fall. Locate sources that leak 
cold air, keep your hot water heater and furnace tuned up, and 
use lighting wisely to keep those high utility bills at bay.#
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