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• Dutch Harbor Boat Yard ownership on rough
seas

• Islanders hope sun will shine on Memorial Day
parade

• Next week's newspaper deadlines

Old bridge gets new life as reef

The debris from the old Jamestown
Bridge has found a new career as two
artificial reefs in Rhode Island Sound.
Half of the 24,000 cubic yards of
concrete and rebar from the bridge
demolition now lies in 60- to 65-feet of
water south of Newport's Sheep's Point.
The other half is in 80-to 90-feet o...
More...

Legislation may zero fund
schools

Last Thursday, the House Finance
Committee held lengthy testimony on a
new piece of legislation, bill H-7957,
which seeks to redistribute state school
aid for the state's 36 districts, and if
passed would result in a complete
elimination of aid to Jamestown and
eight other districts. More...

Pilots in Training

Zachary Turillo, left, and Kevin McDermott
climbed aboard the Channel 12 news
helicopter when it landed at the Lawn Avenue
School on Tuesday afternoon. Meteorologist
Tony Petrarca visited the school and gave a
weather lesson to the students, who were
featured on the station's newscasts on
Tuesday ev... More...
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What place am I?
Conor Kennedy, Jacob Maguire and Jackson Hawkins watch to see where their car finished in the Cub Scouts annual Pinewood 
Derby at the Jamestown Recreation Center on Saturday.             Photo by Caitlin Downing 

By Erin Tiernan
The Town Council held a bud-

get work session Monday night to 
review and discuss possible ways 
to cut spending on Town Admin-
istrator Bruce Keiser’s proposed 
budget for the 2009/2010 fi scal 
year.

If passed as it stands, next 
year’s combined town and school 
budget will have a 1.6-percent in-
crease over the 2008/2009 fi scal 
year. The total budget is proposed 
at $21,056,990 with $12.6 million 
going to the school’s total budget 
and just over $8.3 million allotted 
to town expenditures. 

 “This is the lowest increase 
that Jamestown has seen in a num-
ber of years,” said Keiser. 

Due to the diffi cult economic 
times, he met several times with 
department heads and said the 
meetings were helpful in fi nding 
areas to cut spending for the up-
coming fi scal year.

Keiser reviewed all expendi-
tures and revenue sources in detail 
and justifi ed decreases and increas-

See “Council” on page 11
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Couple wins $10,000 wedding ... page 20 Senator Reed to give ‘Washington Update’ ... page 4

By Eileen M. Daly
The Town Council and the 

School Committee met in another 
joint session on Tuesday evening 
and continued to hash out next 
year’s budget. 

Perhaps the most challenging 
issue for both the council and the 
school committee is the high num-
ber of unknown factors currently 
affecting the process. Budget 
items such as state aid, transpor-

tation collaboration and outstand-
ing bids continue to be a cause for 
concern as no defi nite decisions 
have been made in these areas.

Superintendent Marcia Lukon 
addressed the current status of the 
federal stimulus funds and how 
they are being used by the state. 
After meeting with Rhode Island 
Department of Education offi cials, 
Lukon reported that the stimulus 
funds are divided into three parts. 

The initial funds, according to Lu-
kon, may be used in any way the 
governor chooses. “These funds 
can be used at the discretion of the 
governor and it is our understand-
ing that the governor intends to 
use these funds to pay down state 
debt,” Lukon said.

The second usage of the stim-
ulus funds involves Individual 
Disability Education and Title I 

School Committee awaits federal
stimulus numbers to finalize budget

See “Budget” on page 10

A sign of spring 
The male and female osprey returned to the nest at Marsh 
Meadows on Monday within a few hours of each other. to 
view real time video of the nest, visit the Conanicut Island 
Raptor Project’s website at www.conanicutraptors.com and 
click on Creek Nest webcam.

Photo by Chris Powell

Suit claims 
discriminatory toll 
setting practices

By Adrienne Downing
The Rhode Island Turnpike and 

Bridge Authority announced Mon-
day that it has been named the de-
fendant in a class action lawsuit al-
leging the resident-rate tolls on the 
Claiborne Pell Newport Bridge are 
unconstitutional. 

“A lawsuit was fi led stating that 
the bridge and turnpike authority 
is discriminatory in its rate setting 
practices. The authority worked 
with attorneys setting the toll rate 
structure and we believe we are on 
sound legal footing. It would be 
inappropriate to make any further 
comments because of the fi ling,” 
RITBA Executive Director Buddy 
Croft said.

RITBA Chairman David Dar-
lington also stood fi rm regarding 

the toll rates. “We strongly believe 
in the merits of our position, and 
we believe that Rhode Island resi-
dents are entitled to a discounted 
rate, and we intend to defend that 
position,” Darlington said.

In a 22-page fi ling with the 
United States District Court in 
Rhode Island, attorneys for Isa-
bel Cohen, a resident of Fairfi eld 
County in southwestern Connecti-

RITBA must defend against class-action lawsuit

See “Bridge” on page 13
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By Tyler Will
Jamestown’s historic Battery Park is located just 

off of Beavertail Road. You can take a scenic walk 
in the woods or learn about our colonial history. 
Several hiking trails weave through the woods, and 
signs along the paths provide information about 
the site from various periods of history.

The signs indicate Battery Park was used as 
early as about 1400 as a Native American settle-
ment. Conanicut Battery was established in 1776 
and used until 1783. Soldiers built a small earth-
works fortifi cations with shovels and picks, which 
protected cannons from enemy fi re, according to 
trial signs. The cannons overlooked the bay, ready 
to shoot at enemy ships in the West Passage. The 
original earthenworks battery still stands today.

The area was used again during the World Wars 
and after the Korean War. Concrete observation 
batteries replaced the earthernworks. The batter-
ies can be seen along the hiking trails and resemble 
cement platforms, because most of the structure is 
buried underground. 

“It is so well labeled and it tells the history of 
the place,” said one hiker, who was walking his two 
dogs. He said he has been going to Battery Park 

since the 1960s, when he was a Boy Scout, and 
keeps coming back for the nature trails. “The his-
tory aspect, once you learn them, they are there,” 
he said. 

Battery Park is open daily from sunrise until 
sundown, with free admission.

On the other side of Conanicut Island is anoth-
er old strategic fort. Fort Wetherill State Park, was 
used as a defense battery and training camp and 
was used as early as the American Revolution. Be-
sides granite cliffs, there is a cement building about 
three stories high that house large cannon when it 
was garrisoned by the 243rd regiment. In 1945, it 
was used as a reeducation program for some Ger-
man prisoners. 

In addition to the large battery, Fort Wetherill 
has a number of ocean-side trails, and many people 
fi sh from the shoreline. Fort Wetherill is open daily 
from sunrise to sundown, with free admission.

Windmill
The Jamestown Windmill, a famous historic is-

land landmark, stands on its original site on North 
Main Road in the middle of the island. The bucolic 
setting on the hill is relaxing, and the views of open 

Explore Conanicut Battery and Fort Wetherill State Park
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