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Shelter

Continued from page one

page bill for veterinary services
for 18 cats and kittens that were
taken in by her “foster parents’
network during the month of July.
It was for more than $1,800,
which Szepatowski said would be
paid for by the Paws & Claws Pet
Fund. “We'll have to raise money
for this,” she added.

Szepatowski said that the bills
from the Newport Animal Clinic
or the Jamestown Animal Clinic
are usualy sent to her, but this
time it was sent to the town for
payment.

“They were surprised” to see
how much this costs, Szepatowski
said, noting that the animal clinic
gives her organization a discount
on services.

“But, I'm glad they sent it to
the town,” she noted, “because it
shows that there's a real need for
an animal shelter here.”

Szepatowski said that she,
aong with many volunteers who
have already called her to commit
labor or supplies, will begin the
process of transforming the for-
mer garage at the back of thetown
property the weekend of Aug. 27.

“I know we can do this,”
Szepatowski said, pointing out
that two years ago a group of
Jamestown volunteers worked
with the town of North
Kingstown to completely update
the pet shelter in that town
because that is where the island’s
animals are brought.

“We worked from Thursday to
Sunday,” Szepatowski  said,
adding that the whole effort,
including landscaping, was com-
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pleted in the long weekend.

Szepatowski said that the roof
of the Jamestown building will
have to be replaced. A fence will
be put up to hide the shelter from
the neighboring residential prop-
erty to the south, and the facility
will be rewired, plumbed and new
walls will be put up before the
first set of paws crosses the
threshold.

She expects the construction to
take place over the course of
“four or five weekends,”
Szepatowski said.

A building permit will be
required from the town and the
state Department of
Environmental Management’s
Office of the State Veterinarian
will inspect the facility beforeitis
allowed to open, Szepatowski
said.

“We need everything,” she
said about the construction effort,
noting that she is co-ordinating a
list “like a wedding gift registry”
that includes all building materi-
as that will need to be bought to
complete the job.

People can call Paws & Claws
to ask what's still needed,
Szepatowski said, adding that
“we'll take money” as well as
supplies.

On the town side, town offi-
cials have agreed to pay for water,
sewer, and electricity at new facil-
ity.

“And Chief Tighe offered to
put the animal control officers
office here,” she added.

Everything else—labor, sup-
plies and veterinary expenses—
will come from volunteers, dona-
tions, and grants, Szepatowski
said.

“We know the town has no
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Q part from the rain we got
in the brief thunderstorm
last Sunday night, we
haven't had any serious rain for
six weeks or more, and according
to last night's weather forecast,
we are unlikely to get more for at
|east another week or two.
Having said that, it'll probably
rain tomorrow to prove how
wrong the weatherman can be. So
how do you keep your plants
going when there’s no water?
First take alook at your plants.
Hanging baskets and containers
fare the worst in any kind of
drought. On a hot day, the water
in ahanging basket will evaporate
quickly, so you might want to
apply a light mulch to cut down
on evaporation. | use mulchin all
the fruit tree containers to cut
down on water losses and weeds.
If you used one of the water
absorbent gels when you potted
up your hanging baskets, you may
have enough moisture in the pot
to get by for a day or two. Some

money,” for this, the council-
woman said, “it’s a low priority
financially,” she added,” but not a
low priority in terms of need.

The shelter will only be ableto
house cats overnight. All dogs
that come into the shelter will
have to be brought over to North
Kingstown at the end of the day if
they ae not  claimed.
Szepatowski said that it's because
of the noise that neighbors don’t
want dogs left overnight.

For that reason, Szepatowski
sees the facility as only a tempo-
rary fix to the island’s lack of an
animal facility.

“This property will probably
be sold,” Szepatowski said about
the Town Offices in light of the
fact that a new combined town
facility will be built in the future,
so they will look to raise fundsto
erect a permanent animal shelter,
perhaps near the water treatment
plant on North Main Road “where
there are no neighbors,” she
noted.

Anyone and everyone who
wants to contribute either time,
supplies or money are asked to
call Szepatowski at Paws &
Claws, 423-9677, to make a
donation.
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By Roger Marshall

plastic hanging baskets come
with a liner that holds a little
water, so when you buy new bas-
kets look for the liner.

| use 18-inch diameter hanging
baskets made of peat moss and |
collect pie plates. The foil pie
plates are left over from the Key
lime pies we make around
Christmas — that’s when the Key
limes are ripe. When | pot up a
hanging basket in late February or
early March, | put a pie plate in
the bottom of each basket. The
basket holds enough water to
keep the plants going for a few
days.

This time of year, | water veg-
etables and fruit trees with fresh
water saved from roof run off, but
flowers, hanging baskets, and
containers get watered with wash-
ing up and shower water. Water
that ship designerscall gray water
in that it only contains suds and
dirt. This gray water is quite
acceptable for flowers and orna-
mentals and helps to keep them
going without resorting to a gar-
den hose.

To collect more than your
share of gray water, take a 5-gal-
lon pail into the shower with you
and let the run off go into it.

Another thing you can do isto
mulch heavily. Use your grass
clippings as mulch and put them
around flowers to keep the
ground moist. Eventualy, the
clippings will disappear, but you
will have solved two problems —
what to do with clippings and
keeping gardens moist.

In your vegetable garden

Dig new potatoes and enjoy.
Store what you can for winter, but
enjoy them fresh now. | make a
new potato, tomato, olive, and
caper salad with lots of olive ail
that's really good on a hot day.
Clip the dlips (flower heads) off
garlic to increase bulb size. Keep
tomatoes and squashes well

watered to help get lots of fruit.
Pick herbs and dry them for win-
ter use. You dill have time to
make another planting of basil,
chervil, parsley, fennel, cumin,
and dill. You may have to protect
it around Octaober, but you should
be able to get a good harvest,
especialy if you grow the herbs
in acold frame.

Your lawn

Unless you have watered your
lawn diligently, it will have gone
dormant and be brown. If you
can, avoid playing or walking on
it until the grass starts to grow
again. Pull weeds to keep the
lawn looking nice when it comes
back.

Flower gardens

Most flower gardens look ter-
rible without sufficient water,
although hollyhocks, dahlias, and
many other flowers are till in
bloom. Just keep tossing waste-
water on them and they’ll do just
fine.

Shrubs and Small Trees

Check them carefully now.
Look for dead branches, dead
flower heads and water shoots
and prune them away now. If you
prune off dead roses and clematis,
for example, and feed the plant,
you will probably be rewarded
with a second bloom of flowers
before frost arrives. Take this
opportunity to check over your
shrubs and trees now and correct
any errant growth patterns before
they require mgjor pruning.

Soft fruits

Check grape vines carefully.
You may have to spray for
mildew or insects. Pick al the
blueberries and blackberries that
you can see before the birds get
them. | freeze blackberries to use
in a blackberry and apple pie
when apples are ready. Mmm,
delicious!

Blueberries get frozen for
muffins and pancakes during win-
ter. | can taste them now!

Above dl, have fun in your
garden.
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AJM Construction LLC

WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO

Patios, Pool Aprons, Walks, Driveways
Decorative Concrete: Stamped Concrete, Colored Concrete
Pavers-Natural Stone-Gravel
Light Excavation: Foundations, Additions

Flatwork: Basement Floors, Garage Floors, Sidewalks

FOR ALL YOUR HARDSCAPE NEEDS

Call for a free estimate

(401) 392-0180

Jason: (401) 226-2503 e Alan (401) 640-3414

Licensed and Insured

Aquidneck Legal
Center, LLC

Free Initial Consultation

L aw Offices of Joseph P. Casale

438 East Main Road, Middletown, Rl 02842
841-0004 | aquidnecklegal@aol.com
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VuSafe Storm Protection

If a single window breaks in harsh weather
you could face severe home damage as well
as insurance problems. VuSafe Storm Panels
offer you cost effective, attractive protection
with outstanding benefits.

®Lasy to put up and remove

®Clear panels that let the light in

®Lits your home’s architecture

®Meets insurance and code requirements

www.shadeandshutter.com

Free Estimate
Quality Products
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» Storm Doors

» Garage Doors
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

390 TIOGUE AVE,,
COVENTRY, RI
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