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You can’t
beat a 
system 
you can’t 
understand

By Sam Bari

Another year flashed by — or did it?
Someone with a sense of

humor once said, “Time is
nature’s way of keeping every-
thing from happening all at
once.” As silly as it may sound,
the statement is difficult to refute.
However, the speed of something
as important as time seems like a
subject worthy of discussion.
This is especially true when I
have to fill a required number of
newspaper inches with interesting
information designed to make our
alert readers at least smile while
inhaling their morning coffee.
That can take some time.

To get a handle on time, we
must first remember that we live
in a universe that is purportedly in
the neighborhood of 13.2 billion
years old, give or take a hundred
million years on either side.
Whether this data is true or not
depends on whom you listen to
and what you believe, although,
I’m not aware of anyone being
around taking notes during or
immediately after the alleged big
bang. However, this does mean
that, in the grand scheme of
things, our species has not existed
for as long as it takes for a single
blink of the universal eye. In the
galactic history books, our exis-
tence will be lucky to have an
honorable mention.

Experience tells us that the
speed of time appears to vary,
depending on what’s going on
around us. For instance, I knew a
couple that acquired a new puppy
and a new baby in the same
month. Surprise, surprise — nei-
ther one came potty trained. I do
believe that time slowed down
quite a bit for a long while in that
household. What were they think-
ing? In this situation, it’s easy to
understand how time can appear
to move at a snail’s pace.

Unless, of course, you’re the
baby or the dog. For them, time
flies by like a rocket on steroids.
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Things to discover, see, break,
and more diapers and carpets to
soil than they ever thought possi-
ble. They’re thinking — Where
did the time go?

Another example, for those
who really enjoy instant non-grat-
ification, is racing sailboats. If
you’re in a race and not sailing on
the lead boat, time can appear to
come to a stop. Sailboat racing is
the only sport where you can lose
for hours, and if the race involves
crossing an ocean, you can lose
for days. You can feel as if you
are losing for eternity. At times
like this, time can take a real
snooze.

Most women find that nine
months of pregnancy seems to
stretch time disproportionately to
other slow periods in their lives.
Many wonder why elephant sui-
cides are not more common since
their gestation period is three
years. And then they deliver a 300
pound baby.

We also have those periods
when time is in a hurry, like when
your children are in their forma-
tive years. You know, after potty
training, up until about 11 years
old. This is that part of their life
when they develop into real peo-
ple who can walk, talk, and make
you laugh and have fun. They are
a joy. This is when time flies by
faster than a Paris Hilton ro-
mance.

Unfortunately, this period of
parental bliss comes to an abrupt
halt when you wake up one morn-
ing to find your model child miss-
ing. He or she has been replaced
by a total stranger who has the
charm of Godzilla. “Who are
you?” you ask. “I’m a teenager,”
the person replies. The teenager
claims to love you, but doesn’t
like you, your family, or anything
you like to do, eat, listen to, or
watch. You have no idea where it
came from, or how it got into
your house, although it answers
to the same name as your child,
and looks somewhat similar in a
weird way. This is when time
almost comes to a stop — for
about six years. Then, just as
quickly as the teenager showed
up, it disappears, and your child
returns, all grown up, and time
picks up speed again.

Then you go through the kids
in college years. This is when
your name is changed into one
long word: “Dadgimmemoney.”
These are speedy years if you
measure them by the length of
time needed to drain your wallet.
But they are unbelievably slow if
you measure them by the number
of times your wallet is drained.

The children’s wedding years
follow these exciting times, and
they go by with extreme slow-
ness, although, they are quick to
turn you into a grandparent. Then
it all starts over again. I think you
get the idea.

All of the aforementioned goes
to show you that time flies while
we walk. And as we reflect on the
past year, at least for most of us,
it’s easy to see that time can fly
really fast. So make good use of
it. Time cannot be replaced. It’s
an important part of that system
we just can’t understand.

only crime was being born in the
wrong country at the wrong time?

This week we were told by the
president that he is spying on
American citizens in defiance of
the Constitution. The Fourth
Amendment clearly states: “The
right of the people to be secure in
their persons, houses, papers, and
effects, against unreasonable
searches and seizures, shall not be
violated, and no Warrants shall
issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by Oath or affirmation,
and particularly describing the
place to be searched, and the per-
sons or things to be seized.”

What kind of a nation do we
live in when the President feels he
is above the Constitution?

What kind of a nation impris-
ons it own people in defiance of
its own laws, uses torture on peo-
ple from other nations, maintains
secret prisons around the world,
starves innocent people in other
nations, makes war as a matter of
choice, refuses to participate in a
court designed to punish war
criminals, refuses to allow the
Red Cross access to its prison
camps, castigates and attacks
anyone who questions its meth-
ods, tactics, and practices?

Evil will flourish as long as
good people do nothing.

Is this what Jamestowners
want? If not, what have you done
about it?

Joseph Clifford,
Jamestown

Questions about
‘beautiful building’

Despite frantic pleas from
Clinton Avenue residents, the
industrial development at the bot-
tom of our street is underway. 

Readers may recall that this
development was recently
approved by the Jamestown
Planning Commission. At the
time of review, the issue was use.
The developer is Jack’s Electric.
The request was to construct a
formidable commercial-industrial
complex within a residential
neighborhood. 

The town’s comprehensive
plan designates this location at
the end of Clinton Avenue as
light/limited commercial. This is
meant to enable a smooth transi-
tion of compatible uses from
Clinton to Narragansett Avenue,
the island’s commercial core.

The justifiable contention of
the community centered on Jack
Electric’s request to push the
land-use code beyond its legal
limit at this location through vari-
ance and special-use requests. A
dizzying array of site plans was
put before the Planning
Commission. While different,
each depicted an active site with a
huge multi-story building with
large garage doors for large
trucks. The services to be provid-
ed from this large complex have
never been clearly defined. 

Keep in mind, the word
“large” is in the context of our
small-scale residential communi-
ty. Had the complex been sited in
a more suitable or properly zoned
area or on the developer’s own
non-Clinton Avenue property,
there probably would not be a
problem. Regardless, what is
clear is that the scale is meant to
accommodate the developer’s
long-term, but not clearly de-
fined, plans. Turning a deaf ear to
Clinton Avenue resident con-
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423-2800 • 53 Narragansett Avenue • 423-2800

Monday – Friday 8:30 am to 7 pm

Saturday 8 am to 6 pm • Sunday 8 am to 2 pm

“Your Complete Pharmacy”

BAKER’S
PHARMACY

Winter
Hours

01/05/06

Mon-Thurs:  6am-8pm
Friday:  6am-7pm
Saturday:  7am-3pm
Sunday:  7:30am-1pm

36 Southwest Avenue,
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835
T: (401) 560-0300
F: (401) 560-0301 

RYAN’S
MARKET

70 Brown Street, Wickford
294-9571 or 884-3352

MEAT All BEEF USDA Choice
Sirloin Tip Roasts 

(lean but flavorful)  . . . . . . . . . .3.45/lb
Shaved Steak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.45/lb
Stewing Beef  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.95/lb
Ryan's Own Breaded and 

Seasoned Pork Cutlets  . . . . . . . .3.25/lb
Roasting Chickens . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.25/lb

SEAFOOD
Ryan's Own 

Homemade Fishcakes  . . . . . . .$3.65/lb

FRESH FROM OUR KITCHEN
Baked Stuffed Chicken Dinner  . . .5.85/ea

FRESH FROM OUR DELI
Cooper Sharp American Cheese 

(Try it- you'll love it !)  . . . . . . . . .3.95/lb
Kayem Peppered Ham . . . . . . . . . . .2.95/lb
Russer Honey Maple Ham  . . . . . . . .3.95/lb
Boston Salad Co. Cranberry 

Walnut Chicken Salad . . . . . . . . . .5.95/lb

PRODUCE
Romaine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .99¢ea
Large Red Peppers  . . . . . . . . . . . .1.49/lb
Fresh Green Beans  . . . . . . . . . . . . .99¢/lb
Broccoli Crowns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .99¢/lb
Italian Plum Tomatoes  . . . . . . . . . .99¢/lb
California " Sunkist" Clemintines 

(gift box)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6.99ea
Imported Blueberries ( half pint)  . .1.99ea
Ripe Yellow Bananas . . . . . . . . . . . .39¢/lb

www.ryansmarket.com
Specials good through 01/10/06

Hours: M-W 8:30-6,
Th-F 8:30-7, Sat 8:30-6, Sun 9-2

Our 118th Year

01/05/06

40 Narragansett Avenue  • 423-1020
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner • Air-conditioned Dining Room

“Seaworthy Fare”

The “Cheers” 
of Jamestown

START THE YEAR OFF RIGHT!
JOIN US FOR DINNER

Gourmet Pastas, Delicious Seafood
Steaks & Salads

Homemade Soups Daily
Great Sandwiches and Appetizers
PRIME RIB FRIDAY-SATURDAY AFTER 5PM

01/05/06

Laser Jewelry Repair & Design

Custom Design & Fabrication
Impossible Jewelry Repairs

Antique Restorations
Filigree Work

Gold, Platinum, Silver, & Gold Filled 
STATE OF THE ART LASER

Welding Machine

12/29/05

Service, selection, satisfaction since 1980
Visit us at www.goldladyjewelers.com

One Brown Street. Wickford • 294-4695
Open Tues.-Sat. 9:30-5:30


