Council hearsfrom island
youth on need for teen center

By Dotti Farrington

Eight local youths scored high
Monday night for a presentation
with dignity and decorum as they
invited the Town Council to join
them for their first “Café Night”
program next Wednesday, March
22, from 4 to 8 p.m. at the Teen
Center, on West Street, to show-
case the many ways that teens can
get involved.

They also asked the councilors
to support them in their goals of
helping to establish a permanent
Teen Center by building an addi-
tion at the Community Center.

The youths detailed their two
years of activities and devel opment
and their being hosted at their cur-
rent center in the Grange Hall by
the Senior Center that is based
there. They explained the physical
limitations of the hall for some of
the activities and events they
would like to undertake.

The councilors praised the
youths for their progress to date
and their presentation.

The audience also hardily
applauded them.

Serving as presenters under the
guidance of Teen Program Co-
ordinator Melissa Minto were
10th-graders Kate Moreau, Molly
Welsh, and Courtney Westall;
ninth-graders Sarah Pease, Jenn
Thomas and Ally Yeoman's;
eighth-grader Chad Woodward,;
and seventh-grader Lili Flour.

Deer decisions

Among other decisions, the
council adopted five recommenda
tions of its Wildlife Committee for
immediate implementation, and
agreed to continue review of the
committee’s other recommenda-
tions. The councilors agreed to ask

state officials to authorize more
tags for more deer to be hunted and
to establish a weigh station on the
island; They also agreed to enact a
local ordinance that would make
shotguns and muzzleloaders with
rifled, more accurate, barrels legal.
Town officials will also work with
University of Rhode Island author-
ities on deer tick control to prevent
Lyme disease. The council aso
agreed to support public education
campaigns to advise property own-
ers about options for hunting and
about tick management and Lyme
disease.

The first public education pro-
gram aready is arranged for April
4 at the town library.

The discussion about deer prob-
lems included a review of a letter
by Councilor Barbara
Szepatowski, who offered to get
more data about the expense of
sharpshooters to help cull the local
deer herd. She called for an exten-
sive effort to find grants to get a
study that would help with tick
control. She also gave her viewson
other options. The councilors
agreed to hear about sharpshooter
costs at their next meeting. They
indicated they opposed extending
the hunting season or allowing
hunts on town property, but did not
take a specific vote.

High ground water

The councilors turned aside a
proposal for aspecial committee to
monitor high groundwater prob-
lems at Jamestown Shores after
receiving a report from Town
Administrator Bruce Keiser. He
said town departments have docu-
mented improvements under rela-
tively new rules about construction
in areas of high ground water.
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Notably, houses and additions
were smaller last year, he said.

The council assigned him to get
specific data for its next meeting
about variances because some
Shores residents have reported that
too many variances are still being
granted by the Zoning Board of
Review.

State Rep. Bruce Long (R-
Jamestown, Middletown) reported
that he and Senator Teresa Paiva
Weed (D-Jamestown, Newport)
were to testify Tuesday on legisla-
tion they have introduced to enable
state authorities to consider cumu-
lative, neighborhood and area-
wide impacts of septic systems in
high groundwater areas. Current
law limits reviews to individua
lots only. He said action on the
proposal was due in mid-April.

Appointments

Councilors voted 4-1 to appoint
Carol Lynn Trocki and Jim Turrene
to the Water Resource Protection
Committee. Szepatowski voted
against the pair because she sup-
ported Ellen Winsor for one of the
vacancies being filled.
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Where in the World

is the Jamestown Press?

Paul Andrews, left, of Jamestown recently visited the town of
Why, Ariz. Why, Why? “Basically, we drove to Why for no
reason. We figured there probably was a reason but thought
it would be best not to ask ourselves why,” said Andrews
upon his return. With him is Jacob Harvey of Falmouth,
Mass.
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Since you can’t
go to Ireland

Irish Cheddar & Bacon Skins
Fresh Pan Seared Salmon Filet
Whiskey Marinated Rib-Eye Steak
Coconut Battered Cod & Chips
Irish Coffees & Sunken Treasures

NEXT WEEK: SPRING SPECIALS
14 Narragansett Avenue ¢ 423-1490
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“The Sky’s the Limit!”
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@ Equal Housing Lender Member FDIC

Our Platinum Partnership Checking and Investment
Savings combination account, rewards you for your

total deposit relationship. One look and you’ll see why we say...

With your Platinum Partnership combination account you’ll
receive our highest tiered interest rates on Investment Savings,
Free Platinum Checks, plus these exclusive Platinum benefits:

e Preferred Rates on CDs & IRAs

e 1/,% Interest Rate Reduction on
Home Equity Lines of Credit

e Free ATM/Debit Card usage *

e Free rental of 2" x 5" Safe Deposit Box

Our focus is on your success!

L .
To learn more visit us today at www.banknewport.com
or stop by any BankNewport branch office.
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An OceanPoint Financial Partners

Focused on your success!
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Newport County, 846.3400
Outside Newport County, 800.234.8586

*QOther banks may charge for use of their ATMs.




