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Operatlon Share Bear a big success with Iraql kIdS

Captain Josh Bandy and his fellow soldiers gave a wheelchair to
the child in the above photo, as well as toys to all the children in
his family. Their father said his wife was expecting when Saddam
was testing chemical wea-
pons on the Kurds. Con-
sequently, the children were
born mentally and physically
challenged and their growth
was horribly stunted.

Captain Josh Bandy
presents a stuffed toy
bear from Jamestown
to an Iraqgi child. Note
the bullet hole in the
car’s windshield.

By Sam Bari

On Feb. 16, Erin and Danielle
Brown, two home-schooled high
school juniors, sent a letter to the
editor of the Jamestown Press. The
letter asked readers to donate
stuffed animals that the girlswould
send to U.S. soldiers serving in
Iraq to give to the local children
who had few or no toys.

Within three days of publishing
the letter, over 150 stuffed toys of
every color and dimension arrived
on the Brown's doorstep. In less
than six weeks, the girls have
received and sent 1,085 toys to
Irag as well as suckers and other
candy. They have aso received
checks and cash to help with ship-
ping expenses.

Until recently, the girls have
shipped everything to Captain Josh
Bandy, whose address is listed
below. They met him at their

Rob releasing Conanicus
at Marsh Meadows

after being fitted with

a satellite transmitter.

Jamestown Library

Join Rob Bierregaard
Professor of Biology from the University of north Carolina-Charlotte,
for an illustrated talk on Conanicus and his migration south — how he
was tracked, where he stopped, where he 1s spending the winter
and how other osprey are making the voyage.
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church before he was shipped to
Irag. After arriving, he wrote a let-
ter to Erin and Danielle telling
them about the plight of the chil-
dren in the war-torn country, and
the idea of Operation Share Bear
was born.

After sending the first thousand
toys to Captain Bandy, the girls
feared that he might be over-
whelmed. However, Bandy said to
keep them coming because there
were plenty of good homes for
them. The girls were overjoyed
with the success of the operation
and added Specialist Erick
Stafford, another soldier in Iraqg, to
their small staff. They now send
toys to Captain Bandy and
Specialist Stafford.

Erin and Danielle are ready to
take the next step to expand the
program. They are looking for vol-
unteersto start their own toy drives
in other areas of the country. They
believe this could be one of the
most successful diplomatic ges-
tures since the beginning of the
war, to let the citizens of Irag know
that the American people care.

They aso recruited Mary
Schroeder, another friend from
their church who attends South
Kingstown High School. Mary
presented the idea to Robert
McCarthy, the school principal,
who thought “the idea was very
exciting.” He is working on the
logistics and thinks they can have a
toy drive running within a month.

Erin and Danielle encourage
anyone who knows a soldier in
Irag to tell him about Operation
Care Bear and ask if he would like
to be involved. The more toys sent
to more soldiers to give to Iraqi
children will strengthen the impact

Iragi girl enjoys a sucker con-
tributed by an anonymous
donor from Jamestown.

of the program.

If readers don’'t know a soldier,
toys can be sent to Captain Bandy
and Specidist Stafford at the fol-
lowing addresses:

e Captain Josh Bandy

B Company

1st Battalion 17th IN Regt.
APO, AE 09319

« Specidlist Erick Stafford
562nd Eng Co 2nd Pit
FOB Marez

APO, AE 09319

Toys can till be dropped off at
the Jamestown Press office. Contri-
butors can aso call 560-0285, and
someone will come to pick the toys
up. Donations to help with shipping
expenses are appreciated.

The girls send their “compli-
ments to the dear people of
Jamestown. Way to go Jamestown,
what a town with a heart you have
proven to be!”

INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE

One Day Only - Saturday, April 1, 2006

Mezza Corona Pinot Grigio 15

Borgo Pinot Grigio 15

DuBoeuf Prestige Chardonnay rsm . .

Alamos Chardonnay 7o

Mak Snowy River Cabernet

Yellow Tail Cabernet 15
Woodbridge Merlot 15.

SO (1 $117)
S139° (e $157)
S (e $127)
SO (1 $129)
50% Off

only *9® (we $12)
onty ST 249 (1 $147)

WOOdbridge Sauvignon Blanc 15t . .Only 5Q99 (rec $12%)

Luna De Luna s
Gordons Gin .
Absolut Vodka ..
Dewars Scotch iz
Smirnoff Vodka ..
Jim Beam 7.

onty *1 32 (use $177)
5199 (e $237)
SS9 (1 $36)
$36°° (v $39)
S2299 (1 $25%)
5259 (e $317)
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