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HOUSEWRIGHTS

CHRYSALIS AWARD WINNER
Best Porch/Deck

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder—RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com

Remember to send news of your upcoming eventis fo
The Press at least two weeks in advance!

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY 8-12

FERC agreesto review
revised plansfor LNG port

By Dotti Farrington

The Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission has agreed to
review the revised plan for trans-
porting liquefied natural gas
through Narragansett Bay and
related inland waterways. No date
has been announced for the
review.

The review was prompted by
the decision of the Hess Com-
pany’s Weaver Cove to use 725-
foot tankers as transportation to
and from its proposed LNG stor-
age terminal at Fall River, Mass.,
after plansto remove a bridge that
is too small for 850-foot tankers
were dropped.

The city of Fal River, the
attorneys general of Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island, the
Massachusetts Energy Facility
Siting Board, and the Conser-
vation Law Foundation jointly
asked the FERC to revisit its
Weaver Cove approval last July
and its subsequent confirmation
approval in January that denied
severa requests for review.

These entities contend that the
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smaller tankers would mean twice
as many annual trips with a total
of 285 bridge openings. They said
the impacts of more frequent trips
need to be studied.

The U.S. Coast Guard said the
LNG tankers might not safely
pass between the old and new
Brightman Street bridges, or
would require extraordinary
maneuvers to do so.

The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers also asked the FERC to
review the new transit plan and
determine whether it requires
additional analysis.

FERC sources acknowledged
it was unusual that opponents
sought further review after the
FERC had already denied
appeals, and it was unusual for the
FERC to agree to another review.

Ordinarily, jurisdiction would
move to the U.S. District Court,
but the FERC asked the court for
permission to retain jurisdiction
and to conduct further review.

The joint petitioners said the
extra trips would impose consid-
erably more hardship on and

along the inland waterways, with
closures during each trip of four
bridges, including the Newport
Bridge.

“Real and substantial hard-
ships” would affect individuals,
aswell as authorities with respon-
sibility for security and safety, the
Weaver Cove opponents said.

Weaver Cove responded with
claims that suggested the hard-
ships would be minimized by
such factors as “mandatory exclu-
sion zones not being respected,” a
claim that authorities said cannot
occur under existing rules for
mandatory compliance.

The petitioners said Weaver
Cove tried “to belittle” the signif-
icance of the new maneuvers that
would be required, and they said
the new maneuvers would
“increase both security and navi-
gational challenges.”

The opponents also com-
plained to the FERC about
Weaver Cove's “disturbing trend
of redefining reality to align it
with (LNG) requirements.”
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