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The
Walrus

Says
By Jim Munro

Kudos and a big boffo to
Ross Bohensky who
passed his Eagle Scout

Board of Review last Thursday.
The 18-year-old will appear

before the Court of Honor on
June 17.

“We’re happy for him, he’s
worked so hard. It’s been his goal
since he was a Cub Scout,” mom
Linda Maclean, said.

If you see him in McQuade’s
or anywhere, hugs, please.

***
In one final attempt to raise

money for their class trip to
Washington, D.C., in June, mem-
bers of the Jamestown School
eighth grade will clean out their
closets and put much of the con-
tents up for sale.

Talk about dedication! 
A yard sale will be held this

Saturday, April 8, from 9 a.m. to
noon in the parking lot at the
school on Melrose Avenue. The
rain date is Sunday at the same
time.

In conjunction with the sale,
the school’s sixth-graders will
tend a baked goods table to raise
money for their Kenya Project
(see item below). Ana Rosa, 423-
3298, is making arrangements for
the baked goods.

Likely yard sale items on the
block will be CDs, DVDs, books,
sporting goods, dolls, household
items, and whatever else, all in
good condition.

Setup time is 8 a.m. and stu-
dents are requested to bring along
a table or blanket to display their
goods. The money earned will be
pooled for the whole group. It
will be used to help pay for inci-
dentals on the class trip.
Whatever is not sold must be
removed from the lot by the par-
ticipants.

Karen Rafanelli is co-ordina-
tor for the event and can be
reached at 423-3953 or krafanel-
li@cox.net.

***

Dawn Hines called to say she
saw two dolphins in the East
Passage from her house last
Thursday.

She’s located just north of the
old Jamestown Inn on East Shore
Road. She said the two mammals
were heading south towards
town.

“They weren’t seals, I watch
seals all the time. These were dol-
phins, and they were beautiful. I
thought people would like to
know the critters are in the bay,”
Dawn said.

***
MaryBeth and Tony Clavenna

e-mailed, “Many thanks to the
public works department for
grading Maple Avenue! It is now
a much smoother ride. A little
reminder to those who do use the
road: there is one house on that
road with several small children
who like to play outside in this
wonderful spring weather, so
please watch and slow down!”

***
Last week, we told you about

Jamestown School sixth-graders
Jacob Gomez and Bruce Page,
who set up their own bake sale in
front of McQuade’s to raise
money for the children of Ugunja
in Kenya. 

Islander Amara Murray and
her husband are volunteering
there, and Amara wrote the fol-
lowing to the sixth grade:

“Thank you so much for the
donation — it is making a big dif-
ference here. For posters, you can
write that the money will be used
for the local clinic near the ele-
mentary school (for purchasing
malaria nets for young children
who are especially susceptible to
dying from malaria, and for med-
icines for patients who cannot
afford them and are seriously ill),
and for supporting the building of
a new pre-school, and for scholar-
ships for eighth-graders to be able
to go to secondary school.”

If you’d like to help out the

sixth-graders, checks can be
made out to Amara Murray and
sent to her home address, 1053 E.
Shore Rd., Jamestown, 02835.

There’s a little bit of
Jamestown in Ugunja.

***
Dr. Joshua Hatch of the

Jamestown Animal Clinic tells us
in his Pet Tip of the Week that
there are precautions to be taken
before traveling with your pet this
season.

“Spring means more travel for
you and Fluffy and a few simple
steps can save you time and has-
sle. You can reduce the chance of
carsickness by withholding food
for eight hours and water for two
hours before a long ride. By hav-
ing less in their stomachs, they
are less likely to be ill. Plan to
make several bathroom stops
along the way and bring water for
them to quench their thirst (a
spare bowl or upside down
Frisbee are useful).

“Other tips for trips are to have
your pet up to date on vaccines
and to know any medicines they
are taking in case they get sick
while away from your veterinari-
an’s office. Also, making sure
your pet has an ID tag or even a
microchip implant in case they
get lost while you are in unfamil-
iar territory will help them get
back to you quickly and safely.”

Thanks, Doctor!
WOOF!!

***
Who says the Jamestown

Community Chorus is all work
and no play?

Director B.J. Whitehouse
asked the singers to produce a
show telling of individual hidden
talents or, at least, wear bedroom
slippers to the next rehearsal.

Twenty members opted for the
slippers while others displayed
legitimate talents, including lead-
ing a sing-along, playing two
recorders at the same time, and
plucking a tune on a bandaged
instrument. Others sang old songs
their mothers taught them, read
poems, told stories, and one dis-
played a camera and a photo. A
new member sang the old
Chevrolet commercial tune.

Publicist Marion Gomez told
us, “One gal showed us her bare
arm in a double jointed position.
One told of her adventure in a
rodeo, and one gal and her hus-
band of many years made us gig-
gle when they forgot the song
they used to sing together!”

A gentleman bent a wire coat
hanger into a square shape, bent
the wire hook, and balanced a
penny on the end of the hook.
Then he sent it whirling in circles

with the penny being held in
place by centrifugal force.

“By far, the most outlandish
talent was that of a young woman
who apologized for not having a
real talent and then proceeded to
put her entire fist into her mouth,”
Marion said.

Of course, this would have
been a much better story with
names. 

However, when you next go to
a community chorus concert you
can try to guess who did what at
the special show and tell rehearsal.

***
The island should brace itself

for thousands of gawkers on
Tuesday.

***
We hope islanders understand

that the state is blowing up your
tax money at the bridge, not
money sent to the Rocket Dawgs.

***
If you haven’t yet contributed

to the real KABOOMS in July,
send your check to the Fireworks
Fund, Box 1776, Jamestown,
02835, and the Rocket Dawgs
will blow it up.

Compare and decide — a
quickie boom of tax dollars or 30
minutes of spectacular KA-
BOOMS for Independence Day
from your generous donations.

***
Where are the alternate routes

to North Kingstown that the state
tells us we should be seeking
while the new bridge is shut
down?

***
Other than just plain politics,

why is Governor Carcieri pushing
the button? Let someone from the
island, perhaps someone who was
there for the dedication do the job.

***
The Newport Daily News

opined last week that finally the
old Jamestown Bridge is coming
down and it’s what everybody
wants. Who’s everybody? New-
porters? 

The old Jamestown Bridge
was an integral part and a friend
to the island since it first went up
in 1940. Because of its two nar-
row lanes many drivers were
afraid to cross over and scores of
off islanders stayed on the main-
land. The bridge kept the island
small through fear.

Look what happened when the
new span went up with its
General Assembly name. The
island exploded with new build-
ing and Jamestown’s unique char-
acter was gone.

The old bridge was something
special. You didn’t speed on it.
Driving to the top, particularly at
night, you hit the crest praying
that no one was passing in your
lane on the other side.

Or you got stuck in traffic on
the top and as the bridge swayed
you could look down through the
metal grating to the white-capped
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Ferret and friends
Channy Neale and Samantha Bucklin waited to get their fer-
ret vaccinated against rabies at the island’s annual rabies
clinic held Saturday at the fire station.
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