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Biologist shares osprey secrets with Lawn Avenue students

Dr. Rob Bierregaard
has been tracking
Jamestown’s Conanicus

By Sam Bari

Dr. Rob Bierregaard, a profes-
sor of biology at the University of
North Carolina and raptor expert,
captured the attention of students
in grades 5 through 8 last Friday
at the Lawn Avenue
School.

His slide show
presentation on rap-
tors and the osprey
migration was well
received by al who
attended the long-
anticipated event.

State  Depart-
ment of Environ-
mental  Manage-

ment wildlife biolo-
gist Chris Powell
and Audubon So-
ciety of Rhode Is
land ornithologist
Sam Fox assisted in
the presentation.

Bierregaard be-
gan the program by
asking the students questions to
find out what they knew about
raptors. He was pleasantly sur-
prised when he found them to be
quite knowledgeable, as they
answered most of his questions
correctly. He commended them
for doing their homework.

He added to their knowledge
of adaptations of raptors when he
told them about the exceptional
eyesight and acute hearing of
owls and how they use those
adaptations to stalk their prey at
night. He also noted the owls
weak sense of smell and how their
adaptations compensated for that
shortcoming.

“They can actually hear afield
mouse scurrying through the

Dr. Rob Bierregaard

underbrush in the woods, and then
with their keen eyesight, they can
see their prey as it moves through
the grass and under leaves,”
Bierregaard said. “They can turn
their heads 180 degrees in both
directions so they can watch
silently without having to turn
their bodies when they hear
movement,” he ponted out. He
then went on to talk about hawks,
eagles, and
other raptors,
noting that the
osprey is the
only raptor
that dines ex-
clusively on
fish.

The stu-
dents listened
attentively
and were
eager to par-
ticipate in the
interactive
program.
When taking
about the
great horned
owl, Powell
held up a
stuffed owl for all to see. He did
the same with an osprey as
Bierregaard pointed to the talons,
beak, and other features indige-
nous to each species.

One of the highlights of the
afternoon was the presentation of
a live adult, male great horned
ow! by ornithologist Sam Fox. He
took the owl out of its box and
allowed it to perch on his arm.
Then he walked around the gym-
nasium so students could get a
close view of the magnificent
bird. As he walked, he told the
story of the owl’srescuein Alaska
after suffering agunshot wound in
his right wing. “The wing had to
be removed,” Fox sad.
“Consequently, he can't fly
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Lawn Avenue School students listen to the story of Conanicus’ migration to Cuba.

because he only has one wing.
Without the ability to fly, he can’t
hunt and we have to provide him
with his food. So we gave him a
job helping us give presentations
like we're doing today,” Fox
added.

Bierregaard talked about how
osprey migrate, and how
Conanicus, the fledgling osprey
from Jamestown that he fitted
with a satellite transmitter, found
his way to Cuba when he was lit-
tle more than a few months old.
With a map on the screen,
Bierregaard pointed to each area
where Conanicus and Homer, a
juvenile released from Martha's
Vineyard equipped with a similar
tracking device, stopped on their
southern migration.

Bierregaard treated the rap-
tors' journey as if it were a race
and asked the students which
osprey they thought would win.
As it happened, Conanicus
arrived at the Zapata swamps in
Cuba first, which delighted the
audience. Conanicus is expected
to spend two seasons in Cuba
before returning to Jamestown,
where he will find amate, the rap-
tor expert noted.

Bierregaard gave asimilar pro-
gram that was open to the public
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EXPECT SUCCESS...

that evening at the Jamestown
library. He also gave an addition-
al speech on Saturday, April 1, at
the R.l. Audubon Society
Birdfest. His lectures were made

possible through a $500 grant
from the Jamestown Education
Foundation and a $100 donation
from the Audubon Society of
Rhode Island.

Sam Fox of the Audubon Somety of Rhode Island shows the stu-

dents a captive great horned owl.

Real Estate

Photos by Jeff McDonough

JAMESTOWN - Sweeping views of Narragansett Bay
from this completely renovated home appointed with
exquisite detail and including; gourmet kitchen with gran-
ite counters, master bedroom suite with walk in closet, 2.5
baths, dining area, living room. Large covered deck, beach

access, mooring rights. $759,000 401-789-6666

NARRAGANSETT
401.789.6666

Prudence and Hope Islands from

JAMESTOWN
401.423.3440

JAMESTOWN - Unobstructed northeast views to
this
Contemporary situated on 1.57 secluded waterfront
acres. Over 213 feet of water frontage, 5 beds and almost

3000 sq. ft. of living space, stairs lead to a sandy beach
area with mooring. $2,400,000 401-423-3440

LILADELMAN.COM

JAMESTOWN

custom

- “West Reach Estates”
Gambrel with turret set back on over 2 private acres.

Traditional

Short distance to waterfront, deeded beach and pond
access. 4 beds, 3.5 baths, office, family room and sun-
room. Solar heat with radiant backup. Fourth bedroom

is over garage. $789,000 401-423-3440

NEWPORT
401.848.2101

WATCH HILL
401.348.1999
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