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Siegmund called that aspect “a
virtual open checkbook for
Vollmer.” He said, “In redlity, it
was to punish SAl for daring to
have opinions different than those
of town officials. . .and to intimi-
date me and to inflict as much
damage on my firm as possible
and at same time it created a new
revenue source for the town solic-
itor.”

Siegmund  suggested that
councilors “showed poor judg-
ment or complicity in escalating a
persona vendetta into a shame-
less and bogus claim. The town
solicitor knew, or should have
known, how baseless the suit
was.”

Siegmund said the arbitration
process “revealed the true nature
of the lawsuit, first resulting in the
dismissal of the town’'s claim of
engineering errors, then rejection
of the claim that SAI breached the
contract.” Keiser wrote last week
that the arbitration decision was
made on the basis of jurisdiction
and “mutual agreement to end the
contract” and not on evaluation of
claimed work deficits.

Siegmund pointed out that his
firm was awarded $47,105 and
that the town was awarded noth-
ing. He said the awarding of
attorney feesto his firm to defend
itself was unusual and represented
“the frivolous nature of the town’s
suit.”

He summarized the town's
wrongs as “the arbitrary and
capricious decision by the former
town administrator, the blind
approval of her action by the
council, the reckless filing of a
basel ess suit by the town solicitor
and the hiring of new engineers
(that) resulted in huge cost escala-
tion for the sewer project, delays

inits completion by years, and the
incurrence of large legal expenses
for the town of Jamestown.”
Keiser reported last week that
legal and witness costs to the
town to date were $162,373 and
would be more than $200,000
when al bills are paid, but not
counting extra engineering costs
for the sewer projects.

Siegmund said he estimated
“the ultimate cost of this fiasco to
the taxpayers may well be over a
million dollars” He said, “The
damage to my firm was less in
raw dollars but proportionally
more significant.”

He claimed the arbitration
award “demonstrates that no engi-
neering and no management mis-
takes were made, and that the
charges against my company and
me were nothing but politically
and personality driven lies. The
incident also demonstrates how
the legal system and public
money can be used to punish pri-
vate enterprise when the search
for the truth is supplanted by
greed and political expediency. It
also shows that corruption is not
limited to taking money, it is not
limited to taking place in large
municipalities but can find a
homein even the smallest townin
the state.”

He concluded, “As a former
resident of Jamestown | no longer
have an interest in how the town
evaluates this sorry episode but in
my opinion the present council
owesit to the taxpayersto call for
a serious investigation to deter-
mine why huge legal bills were
generated rather than settling a
minor claim, who did what and
why, and who benefited political-
ly and financially. And when the
investigation is completed, the
results should be made public.”
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Some lucky kids and their parents rode the fire truck to the ball fields on the baseball season’s

opening day last Saturday.
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« MOTHER’S DAY-

Shartners
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<0pen House -
Free Refreshments... ' N
Sat & Sun, May 13th & 14th, 11am - 4pm
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* Our Nanery is overlowing with the bot seection of o
* (Our Flral and Giltshop s full of hings your mom loves.. &
* “The hakery s full o freshly made breads, pies, and cookies
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When you buy a home in Rhode Island,
your mortgage
shouldn’t move out of state.

" Cantreville Bank doesn't sell its mortgages, like most lenders do. We provde real comeniences,
security and savings for our customars. You have the oplion of making payments in peraon al the Branch, by
mail or online; and if you aver have a question, you can abways get the answer direcily from youwr lendar. Try

doing that at one of those *Mega Banks”, where an automated phone system is thair idea of human contact.

Sinca wa hold our mortgages, we'ne able to offer some of the lowes!t fued rates and closing costs available.
You don't even pay an application fea. And our morgage landers don't work on commigsion. Thay waork fos
you. So, when you're ready to buy your next home, come in and soe ws. We'll be nght here, as always,

Centreville2ank

depend on us.



