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By Michaela Kennedy
Islander Sarah Wineberg

helped plant an important cherry
blossom tree in Providence last
Sunday. Wineberg, along with
other Rhode Island teenagers who
are members of Youth United for
Global Action and Awareness,
participated in the Tree of Hope
tree planting ceremony with
Mayor David Cicilline. The May
7 ceremony marked the fifth
annual World AIDS Orphans’
Day.

Wineberg’s interest in global
awareness does not stop at tree
planting, however. The teenage
freshman at Rocky Hill School in
East Greenwich spent two weeks
of her summer vacation last year
with the Iteso, the largest ethnic
group in the Republic of Uganda.
She traveled with a team of youth
reporters to Tororo, a Ugandan
community where Plan, a global
partnership helping the world’s
poorest children, works to provide
primary health care, education,
and food security, as well as
HIV/AIDS education and preven-
tion, for many in need. According
to Plan, the film crew documented
life in the rural village and experi-
enced a cultural exchange with the
people there.

In a competitive interview
process, Plan USA, the American
chapter of the international part-
nership, chose Wineberg as one of
four regional youth participants.
“It was the most amazing experi-
ence of my life,” said Wineberg.
Through her trip, Wineberg found
out firsthand about one of the
poorest countries in the world, and

the impact AIDS has had on the
community she visited. Wineberg
met and interviewed mothers par-
ticipating in a three-year Plan

project aimed to improve the qual-
ity of life for children and families
living with and affected by
HIV/AIDS.

Arriving at the East African
village on Wineberg’s 15th birth-
day, the film crew stayed in a
game reserve. She described the
country as beautiful, and the col-
ors “brighter that you see in
movies.” The teenager also
described how many of the people
live. “I didn’t think the poverty
would be so bad. We drove with
the windows down, and we could
smell the rubbish,” Wineberg said,
adding that they also smelled fra-
grant flowers. 

“The most interesting thing
about the trip was meeting the
people. Even though they had
nothing, the people were so wel-
coming,” Wineberg noted.
Wineberg worked together with

the crew to collect images,
sounds, and stories that represent
life in the village for a document-
ed virtual tour of the Ugandan vil-
lage.

Wineberg expressed amaze-
ment at some villagers she met
who built their own homes, which
were not much more than a tiny
room made of mud. She said she
was impressed by how hard the
mothers she met worked to pro-
vide food and education for their
children. “Some nights they didn’t
eat in order to have the money for
school,” Wineberg noted. “No one
could speak the language, but we
‘signed’ to communicate,” she
explained, gesturing with her
hands.

Wineberg said that she first
learned about the youth group
YUGA from local resident Mary
Wright, who is a fifth-grade
teacher at Rocky Hill School.
“She told me about the youth con-
ference and encouraged me to
go,” Wineberg noted, referring to
the 2004 Global Connections
Youth Conference in
Massachusetts that she attended.
After the conference, Wineberg
kept in touch with other partici-
pants through Plan USA.

Although Wineberg is still
young and has time to think about
her adult goals, she knows she
wants to commit to helping others
and travel more in the future.

“I’m pretty lucky,” says
Wineberg about her life. “I’ve got
my brand new blue bike and to go
to private school,” she adds, wav-
ing a hand and rolling her eyes.
“I’ve got so much that I just want
to share.”

Helping others on a global level

Where in the World
is the Jamestown Press?

Jennifer Krider took the Press with her on a recent business trip
to Galway, Ireland. Here she stopped by a pub to take in a soc-
cer game.

Choristers sing tommorow
The Newport Navy Choristers,

under the direction of  JoAnn
Loewenthal, will present the
“Proudly We Sing” concert in cel-
ebration of Armed Forces Day
Friday, May 12, at St. Lucy’s
Church on West Main Road in
Middletown. 

The performance starts at 7:30
p.m. and proceeds will benefit
Stopover Services of Newport
County, Inc.

Costing $8 for adults and $5
for children and seniors, tickets
can be purchased in advance by
contacting any chorister member,
by contacting Stopover Services
at 848-0758. Tickets will also be
sold at the door.   There is a $15
family ticket.

For more information, call
Steve Larson, chorister chairman,
at 848-6623.
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