Page 28/ July 7, 2006 / The Jamestown Press

The classic yacht Hawk was recently donated to the Museum of
Yachting by the Jamestown Boat Yard. Aboard are boat yard staff
who worked on the restoration. Photo by Sam Bari

Classic yacht Hawk leavesisland
boat yard for the Museum of Yachting

By Sam Bari

After a complete restoration in
1984/5 at the Jamestown Boat
Yard, the classic yacht Hawk,
owned by Little Compton resident
Gurdon B. Wattles, is being
recommissioned and donated to
the Museum of Yachting in
Newport.

Once the decision was made to
donate the 1948 Knud Reimers-
designed, double-ended cutter to
the museum, the boat yard agreed
to augment funds donated by the
donor to rig, re-commission, paint
the bottom, launch and deliver the
vessel to her new home at the
museum for the community to

enjoy. To this end, the boat yard
owners, Clem Napolitano, Stephen
Devoe, and Chris Otorowski,
donated the storage, as well as
hundreds of hours of time and
expertise from their staff to com-
plete the necessary work to ready
Hawk for delivery to the Museum
of Yachting.

The yacht was stored in a cov-
ered shed at Knutson's Boat Yard
in Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y., for
many years. Then the boat was
trucked to Billings Marine in
Bristol, R.l., in 1983, where major
restoration work began to refur-
bish the vessel to its original con-
dition. After ashort stay in Bristol,

Custom NEw HOME wiTH 2 FAMILY OPTION
This beautiful new home has 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths on a 20,000 square foot lot in town. First floor master
suite. There is a 2 car garage and central air. There is approximately 600 square feet over the garage with
an option to complete as an apartment or whatever you choose. $925,000.

991 NORTH AIN RD.
OPEN HOUSE SuUNDAY 1-3PMm

SHINGLED CHARMER WITH WHITE PICKET FENCE
Nearly new neo-Victorian, nicely appointed and impeccably kept. Stainless
appliances, hardwoods, master suite. Separate mudroom/laundry area.

$585,000.

Jamestown Shores.

32 Buoy STEET

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 11-1pPM
Great Possibilities! This original cottage sits on nearly a one acre lot in

Newly Priced $469,000.

50 GREEN LANE
OPEN HOUSE SunDAY 1-3Pm
Newly Priced! The "Sunshine Cottage". A landmark cottage. A formal
living room with a fireplace leads to a south-facing porch. Gorgeous new
kitchen with granite counters and stainless appliances. A fascinating
interior within a gardener's paradise.

$698,700.

18 CoLLINS TERRACE

OPEN House Sunpay 1-3pwm
Waterview custom contemporary located just off East Shore Road. Great
room with 2-sided fireplace, oversized kitchen and great deck.

Lots of space.

$925,000.

401-423-2200

www.IslandRealtyRI.com

You'll Want Someone
Who Listens

Billings Marine became James-
town Boat Yard, where the major
part of the restoration was com-
pleted. The refit included replace-
ment of the cast-iron ballast with
lead, re-planking from the water-
line down, a new wooden keel,
new wood-and-bronze floors, re-
powering with a Westerbeke diesel
engine, an Aqua Drive, CV joint,
new shaft and max prop, aswell as
rewiring, new tanks, and a new
rudder. The boat does not have a
wheel. It is steered with a tiller.
The refit was completed in 1984/5.
Then Hawk sat in a covered shed
at the the boat yard for 20 years.
During this time, she had only
been in the water on three occa-
sions, for atotal of 15 days.

“I must praise our staff of
experts for their dedication to a
real labor of love,” said Clem
Napolitano, managing partner of
Jamestown Boat Yard. “ Carl Rossi,
our resident shipwright and team
|eader, wasinvolved in the original
restoration back in 1983,” he
added. Rossi thanked department
heads — Lennart Nilsson, rigger;
Kevin McLaughlin, mechanics;
Bruce Johnson, paint and fiber-
glass; and Glen Hall, hauling and
launching — and their staff mem-
bers for donating their time and
expertise to the recent recommis-
sioning of the classic yacht.

“The boat is ready to sail,”
Napolitano noted. “We donated a
new compass with a chrome frame
and cover, finished rewiring the
mast, and restored all the bright
work. The sails were well stored
and are in excellent condition. As
long as this boat is maintained,
she'll sail the seas with pride.”

“The yacht came to us in
response to either an ad we placed
in “Soundings’ or from a targeted
mailing through a boat-claiming
program started a year ago by
Museum Trustee John Hendricks
and myself,” said Museum
Director of Operations Andrew
Segal.

“The owner was looking for a
new ‘loving home' for his vessel,
and we convinced him that the
museum was the best choice,”
Segal added.

“We are honored to be selected
asthe new homefor this historical-
ly significant vessel,” Hendricks
said. “Hawk will be a tremendous
addition to our classic yacht col-
lection, including the oldest
remaining Wianno Sr., a gaff-rig
sloop from 1914, and a 1931, 30-
foot, Wicks-built powerboat, each
donated during the 2006 season.
We invite visitors to see al of the
new arrivals daily at the museum
and watch them participate in the
Best Life Classic Yacht Regatta
and Parade on Labor Day week-
end,” he continued.

The Museum of Yachting is a
private, nonprofit organization
dedicated to preserving the culture
of yachting by fostering education
and enjoyment of its history
through the presentation of ves
sels, artifacts, literature, events and
regattas. The museum explores the
many ways in which yachting
demonstrates human achievement
in the arts, technology, and design.
Museum educational programs
offer opportunitiesfor sailors, non-
sailors, adults, and children alike.
The Museum of Yachting is locat-
ed at Fort Adams State Park in
Newport and is open daily from 10
am. to 5 p.m. For additional infor-
mation call 847-1018 or visit the
museum Web site at www.museu-
mofyachting.org.
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