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Among the reasons were deep
water, at more than 35 feet. It is
on a recognized navigational
channel. The site is near an exist-
ing natural gas pipeline, and the
spot is zoned for marine industry.
“There are many others,”
Shearer added.

The proposed plan calls for
bringing in 120 ships per year to
the Weaver’s Cove fuel docks,
using ships that are 750 feet
long, with a beam of 80 feet and
a 36-foot draft.  Each ship would
travel up and down the bay for a
total of about 240 “transits” per
year.  

The size of the proposed ships
has changed in the past year,
since Massachusetts
Congressman McGovern put a
section into the Federal
Transportation Bill of 2005 that
prohibited the use of federal dol-
lars for the demolition of the
more than 100-year-old
Brightman Street Bridge, even
though a new Brightman Street
Bridge is being built.  With the
old bridge in place, the original-
ly proposed ships, which were
950 feet long with a beam of 145
feet, can no longer be used to
transport the fuel, Shearer
explained.

“This is how they’re going to
punish us,” Carvalho whispered,
noting that the number of transits
will more than double as a result
of making the ships smaller.

Each of the ships will have a
24-hour turnaround time,
Shearer said.

Shearer got more specific
about how the transits might

impact Jamestown.  He described
the “security zone” that would
extend two miles in front, one
mile behind, and one half mile on
either side of each ship. The U.S.
Coast Guard would be in charge
of inspecting and securing the
vessels when they are in the bay,
Shearer said.  The ships would
announce themselves in advance
and anyone monitoring marine
channel 16 would know their
location and estimated time of
arrival, he added. “There will be
no surprises,” Shearer said.

“No, we will not cause the bay
to shut down,” Shearer said,
adding that the company plans to
work with the yacht clubs and
marine community to make sure
that no ships are scheduled for
any days when major regattas or
other sailing events are sched-
uled.

In the narrow passage between
Ft. Wetherill and Ft. Adams,
Shearer said, the Coast Guard
will limit all boating traffic for
between “12 and 15 minutes” for
each transit.

On the Newport Pell Bridge,
Shearer said that the position of
the Rhode Island Turnpike and
Bridge Authority to close the
bridge during the passing of a
LNG tanker “runs contrary to that
of public safety agencies.”
Shearer said he did not know
what evidence the bridge authori-
ty was basing their decision on.

When it was the council’s turn
to ask questions, Barbara
Szepatowski went first.

She asked who would be
responsible for paying for munic-
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Say! Would you care to donate small toys to give away as children’s prizes?
And...step right up to volunteer: Call Arek Galle: 423-9890 or Carol Lynn Trocki: 423-2633

• A piece of Island Jewelry
Courtesy of Joan & Jim Breakell

• Two month membership to the Jamestown Fitness Center
Courtesy of Barbara Lundy

• An exotic Coral Bark Japanese Maple professionally planted
Courtesy of Nick DiGiando & the Dream Team

• A Dawn Redwood professionally planted
Courtesy of Largess Forestry

• A Harbor Cruise on board the Louise with cheese, wine & crackers
Courtesy of Donald Richardson & Grapes & Gourmet

Louise is a restored 1941 cabin cruiser

• A basket of New Zealand wines
Courtesy of Lila Delman Real Estate

• A basket of California wines
Courtesy of Mansions & Manors

• A basket of mixed Champagnes
Courtesy of Island Realty

• A basket of Australian wines
Courtesy of Remax

• An original handbag
Courtesy of Christina Originals

• One pickup truck of manure
Courtesy of Joe & Jesse Dutra

• One pickup truck of well-rotted manure
Courtesy of George & Martha Neale

• One pickup truck of rich, dark topsoil
Courtesy of Arthur S. Clarke III

• An evening with the Amari Quartet
Courtesy of Emily Anthony

• Four rounds of golf at the Jamestown Golf Course
Courtesy of Joe & Harriet Mistowski

• Photography 
Courtesy of Kate Petrie

• Photography
Courtesy of Tenley Kerr and Onne van der Wal

• Two pair of adult KEEN shoes
Courtesy of Mary & Martin Keen

• Two pair of children’s KEEN shoes
Courtesy of Mary & Martin Keen

• Gift Certificates
Courtesy of Chopmist Charlie’s, Village Hearth

• Gift Basket
Courtesy of Trattoria Simpatico

ipal services that would be
required during each passage.
She noted that with the police
force, the union requires that an
officer be called in for a mini-
mum four-hour shift even though
the ship might only be passing for
15 minutes.  Shearer said that
Weaver’s Cove would work out
the specifics with each town.  

Szepatowski wanted to know
how much insurance the compa-
ny carries in case of a disaster.
Shearer said the individual ships
carry their own insurance by
Lloyds of London that has
“unlimited liability.”

Assuming all permits were in
place, Szepatowski asked how
long would it be before an LNG
port could be up and running.
Shearer said they could get one
operational by the middle of
2010.

“Why not put it offshore?”
Szepatowski asked.  Shearer said
the technology is unproven and
that while summer and fall hurri-
canes can affect LNG operations
in the Gulf of Mexico, it would
be winter nor’easters that would
have the biggest negative impact
on a platform off New England.
In bad seas, the ships would have
to turn around, Shearer said, not-
ing, “If the ship leaves, so does
the gas.”

Councilman Bill Kelly said he
felt Weaver’s Cove Energy was
being overly optimistic about the
local Coast Guard’s role in pro-
viding security throughout the
bay transits.  He said there are
currently four 27-foot Coast
Guard vessels in the area.  “I can-

not imagine how the Coast Guard
will do the jobs they have now
plus the added responsibility,”
Kelly said.

DiGiando told Shearer about
the event some months ago when
many Jamestown officials toured
the Everett, Mass.,  LNG port to
see how a transit operates there.

“We don’t have the level of
services” that the Chelsea, Mass.,
police department has, DiGiando
said, and “we can’t offer to help
secure these ships.”

DiGiando described
Jamestown’s 13 member police
force and volunteer fire depart-
ment.  “We can’t stress them out
with this kind of responsibility,”
DiGiando said about the fire
department.

Seemingly frustrated by what
he was hearing, DiGiando said,
“What’s the payback for
Jamestown.  We don’t even use
gas here.”

Of the audience members who
spoke, none was in favor of the
proposed LNG terminal.

Recreation
department
changes
registration
procedures 

The Jamestown Parks and
Recreation Department will no
longer accept registrations for
programs at the Planning and
Recreation Office located at 22
West St. 

All registrations will now be
completed at the Community
Center located at 41 Conanicus
Ave. Registration forms can also
be printed and mailed in from the
department’s Web site
www.jamestownri.net. For more
information, call the recreation
department at 423-7260.


