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Bridge Liquors

www.BridgeLiquors.com
23 Connell Highway, Newport

At the foot of the Newport Bridge
401.848.9200

Open 7 days a week!
Sunday • Noon - 6 p.m.

Monday-Saturday • 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Specials of the Week:

Come In &
Check Out 
Our Wide 

Selection of 
Fine Wines

SAM ADAMS
OCTOBERFEST 
NOW IN STOCK

WOW!! K        yannodrahC noskcaJ lladne
....................................750ml $ 999 WOW!!!
Yellow     Tail........(All Varietals)..........1.5s $1199

Goslings Rum.........................1.75 ml $2499

Margaritaville Tequila............1.75 ml $2999

Level     Vodka...........................1.75 ml $3499

Jamestown / Newport Ferry
THANK YOU

C’MON ABOARD FRIDAYS
2006 SUPPORTING PARTNERS

THE BAY VOYAGE

CHOPMIST CHARLIE’S
TRICIA’S TROPPI-GRILLE

GRAPES AND GOURMET

TRATTORIA SIMPATICO

PIER 49 SEAFOOD AND SPIRITS

14 Narragansett Avenue • 423-1490

O

PEN YEAR-ROUN

D

OPEN TUESDAY - SUNDAY CLOSED MONDAY

Tiki Bar Heated (as Needed)

TROPI-GRILLE

Summer Never ends at the 
Tropi-Grille
~ Fresh Florida Fish

~ Gourmet Pizza & Pasta Specials
~ Mixed Grille and Surf & Turf

~ Jumbo Thai Curry Sea Scallops
~ Tropical Shrimp Scampi
~ Homemade Key Lime Pie 
& Chocolate Chip Wrecks

‘Halfacre’ renovation
reveals historic architecture 
By Michaela Kennedy

The Jamestown Historical
Society will proudly present
Halfacre on Saturday, Sept. 9,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for its
annual house tour. Built in 1895
for Elizabeth H. Clark, the sum-
mer cottage boasts one of the last
American shingle-style designs of
locally renowned architect
Charles Bevins. Halfacre is locat-
ed at 170 Walcott Ave. Tickets,
sold at the door, cost $15. 

“The tour is our biggest fund-
raiser in recent years,” said
Historical Society President
Rosemary Enright. She noted that
the non-profit organization has
sponsored a house tour every year
since 1986, and has highlighted as
many as 16 historic houses and
landmarks in Jamestown. “We try
to bring in different aspects of
how to look at houses on the
island,” Enright added.

This year the tour invites peo-
ple to look at a house that is in the
process of renovation. “We hope
this will give visitors a different
way of looking at a 110-year-old
structure,” Enright said. “They
can concentrate on the structural
detail and original ornamentation
rather than the current owner’s
taste in furnishing. We also hope
that it will encourage people who
buy these historic homes to reno-
vate rather than to tear down and
build new, to help us preserve the
‘feel’ of Jamestown that brought
them here in the first place,” she
explained.

The house will not be com-
pletely devoid of furnishings dur-
ing the tour, however, according
to current owner Alexandra Kent.
Kent noted many possessions
were passed down through the
generations of her family, and

some of the pieces still remain in
the house. “I grew up hearing sto-
ries of all the furniture,” she
remembered. Kent attributed the
large collection of furnishings to
the many women in her family
who went unmarried and never
took their belongings out of the
house.

Ownership of the house stayed
within a female line as it was
passed down to maiden nieces
until Kent’s grandmother, Lisa
Beeuwkes, bought the house from
cousins in 1969. The home has
continued to stay in the hands of
the women in the family, and
Kent now lives there with her
family and her mother. She and
her husband are taking on the task
of renovating the home for year
round use while still preserving
the integrity of the original style.

Maureen McGuirl, co-ordina-
tor of the event, said that the
house is one of the best-docu-
mented structures in Jamestown,
thanks to the meticulous record
keeping of Clark. “The house
embodies many stylistic qualities
Charles Bevins was known for
and reflects the strength of the
woman who commissioned it,”
McGuirl noted.

According to McGuirl, Clark
was an extraordinary woman for
her time. She worked as a sorter
and classifier of marine speci-
mens at the Museum of
Comparative Zoology in
Cambridge, Mass., which is today
known for its glass flowers. She
became private secretary to
Alexander Agassiz, curator of the
museum. A series of letters shows
that Clark made decisions about
acquisitions and loans for the
museum while Agassiz traveled
for extended periods.  Later, when
Agassiz established a base at
Castle Hill, he suggested to Clark
that she purchase land and build
in Jamestown.

“It is really a pleasure to see a
house being continually loved by
generations of Clark family
women,” McGuirl added.

The historical society extends
a heartfelt thanks to the Kent and
Beeuwkes families for sharing
their home and family documents,
and invites all on Saturday to cel-
ebrate a unique snapshot of
Jamestown’s past.

Beating the cost of heat this winter
By Sam Bari

Supply and demand appears to
be the catch phrase indicating the
cost of oil related products. For
the last few weeks, the price of
gasoline has dropped dramatical-
ly in most areas. The price of
heating oil, however, is anywhere
from 35 to 50 percent higher than
last year, depending on geograph-
ic location according to the
Energy Information
Administration, an agency of the
federal government.

“Demand for gasoline has
diminished, and production is
high, driving prices down,” said
Jamestowner Larry Bonier, owner
of Seaway Oil. “Now that winter
is around the corner, demand for
heating oil is high and production
is low, driving the price up. Also,
China and other countries with
emerging economies are demand-
ing more product, and that can
seriously affect prices,” he added.

“I just wish people would stop
blaming the retailers for the cost
of heating oil. It’s like shooting
the messenger. We do not control
the prices. Retailers make the
same amount of money per gallon
whether the price to the consumer
is $1.50 per gallon or $2.50 per
gallon. Actually, our percentage
of profit goes down as prices go
up,” he said.

Bonier also said that many
consumers are not doing the
“common sense” things to heat
their homes efficiently. He listed
inadequate insulation, not keep-
ing homes at moderate tempera-
tures, and heating spaces that are
not being used as common causes
of high heating bills. “Breaking
the heating system up into zones,
so that rooms not being used can
be shut off from the heat can save
a tremendous amount of money
over the course of a winter,” he
said. “Also, using a secondary
source of heat, like a fireplace or
wood burning stove can save dol-
lars.”

The EIA also said that the
price of heating oil can change
with the weather, and it is likely
to do so. A moderate winter will
reduce consumption, which will
drive prices down due to high
inventories, while a severe winter
or even a long cold snap can have

the opposite effect.

Jamestown resident Bill
Bucklin said that modern technol-
ogy offers many ways to heat
homes economically. He heats his
2,600-square-foot home for under
a $1,000 a year with a small,
clean-burning propane furnace
that uses less than three tanks of
fuel per season.

“I have solar panels and a
windmill that provide all the elec-
tricity I need. My electric bill is
$5 per month because the power
company charges $2.50 per meter
and I have two meters,” Bucklin
said. “Sometimes they owe me
money that is reflected in my bill
because I produce more electrici-
ty than I use. The electricity I pro-
duce but don’t use goes into the
system for use by other con-
sumers,” he added.

“Hot water solar panels that
run water through flexible tubing
for radiant heat is another way to
save a tremendous amount of
money. However, I think energy
efficiency begins with insulation.
The higher the R rating in the
walls and roof, the less heat needs
to be generated,” he said.
Prefabricated 7.25-inch-thick
Styrofoam walls provide an insu-
lation rating of R30. I used 1-
inch-thick roof panels and
Styrofoam and insulated my roof
to a rating of R50,” he said.

In addition, the federal govern-
ment offers tax breaks through the
Department of Energy and the

Energy Policy Act of 2005 for
installing energy-efficient materi-
als, appliances, and products in
homes and businesses. For
instance, a direct tax deduction of
up to $500 or 10 percent of the
cost of an energy-efficient exteri-
or garage door is available
through this program. Any pur-
chases that are applicable to this
program must be made during the
years 2006 and 2007. Receipts
indicating date of purchase or
installation are required to be eli-
gible for the deduction.
Information regarding the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 can be found
on the DOE Web site at
www.doe.gov/taxbreaks.htm.

State plans are also available
that offer tax incentives and low-
interest financing for building or
converting houses and businesses
that use energy-efficient products,
appliances, and systems. State
incentive plans for energy effi-
ciency vary from state to state.
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