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children well and work toward
bringing out their full potentiad,
board member Julia Held pointed
out as strengths.

On areas for improvement, “We
need to do a better job of differen-
tiating our instruction,” Kallfelz
said, adding that an increasing
number of resources were avail-

Tenant

able to strengthen this area.

The district needed to maintain
ahigh focus on mathematics, board
member William “Bucky” Brennan
noted. “We are well performing,
but we need to keep everyone on
their toes,” he said. “We're till
not beating East Greenwich and
Barrington, and there’s no reason

Continued from page 1.

shouldn’'t apply to him,” Keiser
said.

“In 2005 the Town Council
reviewed the availability policy
of the caretaker’'s apartment at
the Beavertail Lighthouse,” Keiser
continued.

“They determined that it was
in the best interests of the com-
munity to achieve several objec-
tives regarding the available hous-
ing. The primary objective was to
assure that the person occupying
the rent-free apartment adequately
maintained the lighthouse grounds
and facility. The second consid-
eration was to try to offer it to a
person or family that was eligible
for affordable housing,” he added.

“So they must qualify on two
fronts,” the administrator said.
“First, they are required to prove
that they have the needed skills
and time to uphold a well-defined
maintenance program and sched-
ule, and they need to meet the
regquirements for affordable hous-
ing. The town also decided that
the facility should only be made
available as affordable housing for
a limited amount of time, perhaps
threeto five years at the most. The
ideais to give tenants a few years
to save some cash from the rent-
free housing, and apply their sav-
ings to buying or renting on their
own, without assistance. In other
words, the next step up. Then we
can give the lighthouse accommo-
dations to another deserving fam-
ily, and give them an opportunity
to do the same thing.”

The U.S. Coast Guard owns
the lighthouse at Beavertail State
Park and leases it to the town to
manage and maintain. According
to Keiser, the town has every right
to determine the rules under which
they manage the facility aslong as
they are in compliance with the
agreement with the Coast Guard.

When Shutt was called, he
was polite, but refused to answer
any questions about his position
because “my attorney told me not
to discuss the case until after the
hearing on the 23rd,” he said.
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When asked to name his attor-
ney, he said, “I'd rather not do
that.”

Keiser said that he had not
been contacted by an attorney,
nor had the town. “We've had
tenants lined up to move in ever
since April 30. “The situation has
caused them tremendous inconve-
nience,” Keiser said.

“If it wasn't for our patient
and understanding landlord, John
Kelly, I don't know what we'd
do,” said Cynthia Turillo, 29,
the prospective tenant waiting to
move in.

“My husband Mike, 45, and
| have four kids ranging in age
from two months to seven years
old. Mike works two jobs as it
is. He's in the Air Force Reserve
and he's been a supervisor at the
Newport Bridge for over eight
years. We really need the apart-
ment,” she said. “We meet the
criteria to maintain the grounds
and lighthouse, and we are eligible
for affordable housing. Mike has
even taken courses from the state
on working with lead and lead
safety, which is necessary to prop-
erly care for a place as old as the
lighthouse.”
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Chuck Roasts and Steaks, bone-in.............. 1.75Ih.
Braising Beef 2.75lb.
Ryan's Regular Hamburger..................... 1.75b.
Ryan's Famous Full Flavored
Chuck Hamburger...........ooocoocccevecccrreeee 2751b.
StewBeef 2.95lh.
DoubleThick Pork Chops..........ccoccc..oonee.... 2.45h.
SplitandTipped Party Wings............ccooce... 1.651b
SEAFOOD

Fresh Northeast/New England Swordfish.8.95 Ib.
Narragansett Bay Little Necks................. 295 h.
Stuffed Flounder with Crabmeat and Sea

Scallops 9.95 Ib.
Fresh New England Cod............coocccore. 8.95Ib.

FRESH FROM OUR KITCHEN
Chef DeLuca's Chicken& BroccoliAlfredo.....4.951b.
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Ryan'sMarket Rotisserie Cooked Roast Beef.5.95Ib.
Ryan's Market Roasted Breast of Turkey.....5.95 b.
Ryan's Market Rofisserie Ham with Maple,

Brown Sugar and Clove Gluze................... 5.95Ib.
Cooper Sharp American Cheese................. 3.951b.
PRODUCE

New England Mac Apples........cccccoevresevree

New England Apple Cider 1/2 gallon............. .
(risp lceburg Lettuce
X-Large Green Peppers.
(California Broceoli

991h.
Snow-White Cauliflower..................ccoeevece. 2/3.00

70 Brown Street, Wickford
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for that,” he added.

Brennan went on to praise the
performance of students from the
idand. “We had the salutatorian
(at North Kingstown High School)
last year, and vaedictorian the
year before that,” he pointed out.

In an update on the South
County school districts' feasi-
bility study of shared services,
Committee Chairwoman Cathy
Kaiser reported points of recom-
mendation from the advisory com-
mittee. Included in the recommen-
dations was support of legidative
efforts to permit the use of vans
for regiona and special education
transportation. She said the advi-
sory committee supported a study
on regiona transportation, which
found that vans were more eco-
nomical than smaller buses.

Kaiser aso said that legida
tive efforts were recommended
to require private and parochia
schools to c-ordinate book orders
and distribution, and invoice the
public school districts for the cost
of the textbooks. According to cur-
rent law, public school districts
order, pay for, and distribute the
books.

Another recommendation was
to continue pursuing the collec-
tion of data to determine the fea-
sibility of food services program
collaboration with other districts.
“Through feasibility studies, we
are looking for savings outside our
walls,” Kaiser said.

Councilman DiGiandourgedthe
school board to continue exploring
possibilities of collaboration with
other districts. But Superintendent
Robert Power warned about shared
services, saying that it was impor-
tant to understand all benefits and

drawbacks before making agree-
ments with other districts.

After adiscussionwiththecoun-
cil about installation and mainte-
nance costs for a new generator,
the School Committee voted 3-0
to share 50 percent of the installa-
tion cost, $8,145. Brennan recused
himself. The panel agreed to locate
the generator, to be used for emer-
gency management purposes, on
the Melrose Avenue School prop-
erty.

Kaiser noted that maintenance
costs would be between $500 and
$1,000 per year.

In a discussion of pre-budget
concerns, the School Committee
addressed:

e Food service costs. Kaiser
noted that the district was asked
to share administrative food ser-
vice costs, an unbudgeted expense,
under the one-year renewable
contract with North Kingstown,
“somewhere between $20,000 and
$25,000.” She noted that the com-
mittee would continue to explore
aternative lunch program options.

* Playing fields: Kallfelz told
the council that over the past year
and a haf a grass roots move-
ment, from the Jamestown Soccer

Association, PTO, and other
groups, has emerged, to gather
funding, look at the conditions
of recreational areas around the
school, engage a land-use plan-
ner, and to put together a land-use
plan. Kallfelz noted that they hope
to have results from a facilities-
use study by late spring, and a
request for financial support would
be submitted for the 2007-08 town
and school budgets. Kelly offered
to participate in the effort and
keep the council informed of its
progress.

» Costs associated with North
Kingstown use of buses contracted
by Jamestown. Brennan said that
North Kingstown struggles with
the number of buses they have to
allow the high schoal to start |ater,
but not push back the younger
grades so far that they get home
late in the day. He told the coun-
cil that Jamestown was consider-
ing offering buses to alay the
burden, but more discussion was
needed. Kelly suggested looking
a Rhode Island Public Transport
Association. “You could possibly
find some capable professionas
who are able to look at your pro-
gram and give some advice,” he
said.
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