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ARROW GAS SERVICE
AND APPLIANCE

Genoa Drive, P.O. Box 1005, North Kingstown, RI 02852
(401) 294-9547 • (800) 754-1132

CALL TODAY! 800-754-1132

AMERICAN WATER HEATERS
• Save Over Electric Water Heaters
• Choice of Tank Capacities
• Direct Vent & Conventional
 Models Availble

EMPIRE SPACE HEATERS

• Safe and Reliable Propane Gas
• DV 25 SG & DV 35 SG Models
 Operate Without Electricity
• Complete Line of Space Heaters
 For All Applications
• Consistent Source of Heat

YOUR PROPANE SPECIALIST
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

When it comes to clean... OUR GLOVES ARE ON!!
Weekly
Bi-Weekly
Monthly
Spring/Winter Cleaning
and Special Events

Conanicut Cleaning
Kevin & Sherri Deacon

Tel: 423-3836 • Cell: 368-3836

PPOO-030996

PERRY’S
PLUSH
POOCH

Voted Best Pet Groomer
2006, 2005 & 2004

- Newport Life Readers

683-3778

Upholstery 

& Slip Covers

Wool Carpeting

Fabrics & Trims

849.8641
926 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

Monday - Friday • 9am - 5pm

WILLIAM A. LEONARD
General Consulting for Individuals & Small Businesses

> install and setup your computer hardware and software.
> degunk your computer for better performance.
> build or help you build web pages and get them on the internet.
> help you learn how to use MicrosoftTM Windows and Windows programs
> provide scanning services and digital photography and show you how.
> create custom programs for MicrosoftTM Windows Environment.

(401) 423-2809 • WWW.WAL1.COM
WILL-027221

I can…

ers are women.  “You don’t have 
to be a guy” to do this, Hicks 
said.

“A lot of people are turned 
off,” by the thought of having 
to run into a burning building, 
Hicks said, but she pointed out 
that volunteers can also serve as 
drivers, pump operators or equip-
ment packers.  “Not everyone has 
to fight fires,” Hicks said.

Volunteers must live in 
Jamestown, Hicks said, noting 
that with the newly established 
“pay-per-call” incentives, recipi-
ents of the benefit must be island 
residents.

Among the longest serving 

Open house
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volunteers is Valmont “Bucky” 
Caswell, who has been an active 
volunteer firefighter for 57 years.  
He said the younger members of 
the force treat him “like a grand-
father” now and won’t let him get 
near a fire. But he still serves on 
the tanker company and is sta-
tioned at the nearest water source 
or “wherever they set up” for 
every event. Now 78, Caswell 
said he started hanging around 
the fire station in about 1942, 
and this Tuesday he was installing 
rechargeable hand-held flashlights 
in Tanker 1.

Caswell is seen nearly every 
morning, along with his longtime 
partner Dalton Brownell, who 
together replace and maintain the 
department’s fire-call lines all over 

town.  “We do three hours every 
morning and that’s it,” Caswell 
said about his self-imposed sched-
ule.

About being a volunteer, 
Caswell said it was sort of a fam-
ily affair.  His father was a vol-
unteer in the early years of the 
company, and his son Kenny is 
also a longtime volunteer.  His son 
Andy was a volunteer for a time.  
Caswell said that his late wife, 
the former Barbara Hull, was the 
daughter of a former fire chief, 
Merton Hull.  “She put up with a 
lot,” Caswell said about his wife. 
“All the women do,” he added.

He’s made a lot of friends 
through the fire department, 
Caswell said, and he’s enjoyed 
the camaraderie and “the excite-
ment” that comes with being a 
first responder.

“I really enjoy it,”  Caswell 
said, noting that he has no plans to 
retire from his volunteer job.

One of the department’s new-
est recruits, Jodie Woodside is so 
enthusiastic about her choice to 
join, “I can’t stop talking about 
it,” she said.

A senior at North Kingstown 
High School, Woodside, 17, said 
she is the only member of her fam-
ily to be a part of the fire depart-
ment, and “I love it!”

Woodside said that since join-
ing the JFD in January she has 
been trained in how fires spread, 
use of firefighting tools, and the 
proper procedures for searching a 
house. She was recently assigned 
to her first piece of equipment, 
Ladder 1, and will eventually get 
a chance to serve on all the trucks 
before becoming a full-fledged 
member of the department.

Being a volunteer “has 
improved my communication 
skills,” Woodside said about hav-
ing to interact with the rest of her 
company on Ladder 1. “It’s made 
me a better member of my com-
munity,” she added.

“You get credit for what you do,” 
Councilman William Kelly noted. 
Councilman Michael Schnack 
asked about water pipe improve-
ments in connection with the new 
water storage tower. Goslee told 
him the town is replacing pipe to 
the curb and homeowners have the 
option to upgrade the pipe connec-
tion on their properties. He noted 
that the town does not do any 
work on private property.

Extension asked
Stephen Masso of 15 Weeden 

Lane is seeking a sewer service 
connection to his home. His engi-
neer told the council that he needs 
a new septic system because his 
current one has failed, but the size 
and other factors of his lot mean 
that the separation between the 
system and his water well would 
only be about 25 feet.

The councilors said the request 

might be valid but insufficient 
data was submitted with it. They 
suggested Masso and his repre-
sentative discuss the requirements 
with Goslee and his staff.  The 
councilors emphasized that they 
are tough about new water ser-
vice connections because of the 
island’s limited municipal water 
supply.

They recalled a somewhat sim-
ilar request they denied during 
the past year because the property 
owner did not submit the required 
proof that no other water source 
was available. They noted that the 
Masso property apparently is the 
only parcel in the neighborhood 
not connected to the town system 
that includes a fire hydrant near 
his lot, and they wanted to know 
why the property was not con-
nected before tougher regulations 
were adopted several years ago.

Tower
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The talks also led to Bolles’ deci-
sion to retire early, effective Nov. 
10.

The council last month called 
for an appointed board or commis-
sion, as recommended by Keiser, 
to advise on recreation needs and 
programs.

In directing Keiser to revise 
his recommendations, Council 
President David Long said, “This 
(appointing a commission) is not a 
pressing matter.  We need to take 
the time to do it right.”

Last month, Long said that he 
was distressed by the way that 
Bolles’ performance has been dis-
cussed publicly.

Teen center
In a related matter, the coun-

cil heard a report that a summit 

meeting last month on teen needs 
focused on a long-term, perma-
nent center for youth, but did 
not address any current, ongoing 
needs.

Councilwoman Barbara 
Szepatowski has tried to address 
immediate teen needs with several 
temporary options  for a center 
that were rejected for various rea-
sons. The council formally voted 
to withdraw its consideration of 
her latest proposal, for use of 
a second-floor office space as a 
temporary youth center because of 
zoning, cost, and possible safety 
issues.
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42 Narragansett Avenue
Jamestown, RI 02835

STILL ACCEPTING YOUR LETTERS, ADS AND 
SUBSCRIPTIONS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY

WE EVEN HAVE PEOPLE ANSWERING THE PHONE!

Town offices 
reminder:
Jamestown Tax and water 

bills should be paid at 44 
Southwest Ave. not at the 
Town Hall at 245 Conanicus 
Ave.

!


