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Author Kelly Easton writes another winner

By Sam Bari

Jamestown resident Kelly
Eastonisarenowned author whose
popularity is growing quickly, and
for good reason. Her new novel,
“Aftershock,” was nominated for
the American Library Association
Best Books for Young Adults list
before its release, and was listed
by Scripps News Service as one
of 12 books teens should read.
The release date for the hardcover
edition is Nov. 7. The Margaret K.
McElderry book is Easton’s third
novel for a Simon & Schuster
company.

“I’ve published two children’'s
books for Candlewick Press
and three, so far, for Simon &
Schuster,” Easton said. “I’ve been
fortunate. My teen novels have
won awards.”

Easton described “ Aftershock”
as a tragic story, but funny and
emotional at the same time. “It's
about masculinity. The book
addresses the difficulties of being
male in a society that demands
repression of feelings, violence,
and all the things that make man-
hood hard to attain,” she said.

“A sub-theme about the affect
of the Irag war on families also
winds its way through a layered
plot,” she added.

“The book took two years to
write, but I'm happy with it,”
Easton said. She went on to say

that the novel is book number one
of atwo-book deal with Simon &
Schuster. She also has a two-book

“Publishers have been asking
me to write young adult novels,
but | also plan to write children’s

Kelly Easton

deal with Random House and a
one-book deal with Dutton — all
major publishers.

“Dutton called and asked me
to write a novel for them about
spirituality,” Easton said. “It wasa
pleasant surprise.
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DonN'T BE LEFT “SITTING ON THE BENCH"
GET IN SHAPE FOR SPORTS!
WOoRK WITH A PERSONAL TRAINER

Mon-Thurs:  5:30am-8pm
Friday: 5:30am-7pm
Sat-Sun: 7am-3pm

36 Southwest Avenue
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835
T: (401) 560-0300 F:(401) 560-0301
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books as well as adult novels. |
have an adult novel written, but it
needs alittle revising,” she said.
“Creativity is al | can do,”
she said. And cregtive she is. A
born inductive thinker, the prolific
author plays piano, writes music,
and has written two plays that
have been performed by several
companies. Her play “Ordinary
Objects’ was performed in the late
1980s, and the Cleveland Public
Theater produced “The Modern
Heart and Housing,” a satire on
corrupt government agencies.
When asked the standard ques-
tions about her inspirations and
when she decided to become a
writer, Easton was quick to answer.
“1 loved books and reading since |
was a kid,” she said. “My inspira-
tions were “Alice in Wonderland,”
by Lewis Carroll and the author

it's SCary

of “The Wizard of Oz,” Frank
L. Baum. | knew | was going to
write for aliving since | was nine,
but for some reason | didn’t get
started until 1 was 30,” she said
with a smile.

Blessed with the looks of eter-
na youth, Easton appears to be
a reflection of her young fans.
Nonetheless, her accomplishments
are many.

Easton spent her formative
years in Los Angeles and attend-
ed the University of California,
San Diego, where she attained
a graduate degree in playwrit-
ing. She then moved to North
Carolina, where she was on the
faculty of the University of North
Carolina, Wilmington. In 2000,
Easton accepted a job in the the-
ater department at the University
of Rhode Island. She also taught
creative writing at Roger Williams
University, and young adult litera-
ture at Rhode Island College.

In addition to being a play-
wright, author and professor, this
prolific, energetic woman is a
wife and mother. Easton and her
therapist/social worker husband,
Michael, live with three of their
four children, Isabelle, 18, Isaac,
8, and Mollie, 19. Rebecca, 23,
lives in Washington, D.C.

Easton has published four
novels, “Life History of a Star,”
“Trouble at Betts Pets,” “Canaries
and Criminals,” and “Walking
on Air,” which she clams to
be her favorite. Her fifth novel,
“Aftershock,” is available now on
Amazon.com and will be avail-
able in bookstores throughout the
country on Nov. 7.

Her books are available in
Jamestown at R& R Gallery. Kelly
Easton has lived in Jamestown
since 2000.
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Program your
cell phone for
emer gencies

The American College of
Emergency Physicians is advising
people to program their cell phones
with an emergency contact name
and number under the acronym
ICE.

ICE, which standsfor “in case of
emergency,” alows first respond-
ers to quickly contact a loved one
in case a victim of an accident is
unable to provide the information
to them.

“People assume they will be able
to communicate their medical his-
tory when they need emergency
medical care, but when people are
serioudy ill or injured, that may
not be the case,” says ACEP presi-
dent, Dr. Fredrick Blum. “Knowing
which phone number to call to get
vital information helps doctors and
nurses to provide better and more
effective care.”

Saving &t least one phone num-
ber in the cellular contact list asICE
can save precious minutes for rescu-
ers and ensure that victims' loved
ones will be contacted as quickly as
possible.

For moreinformation, visit www.
acep.org.

No Tricks
just

12 Southwest Ave
Jamestown 423-0050
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
10:00AM - 6:00PM

We want you to be safe
this Halloween, so
put on your costume and
stop by on Halloween,
Tues., Oct 31st from
10:00 - 6:00 to get your

= qonoo; 3

One free glow stick for each child in costume.
While supplies last.

Laser Jewelry Repair & Design
Custom Design & Fabrication

Impossible Jewelry Repairs
Antique Restorations
Filigree Work

Gold, Platinum, Silver &
Gold Filled

State of the Art Laser
Welding Machine

Open
Tuesday - Saturday
9:30-5:30
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Service, selection, satisfaction since 1980
www.goldladyjewelers.com
One Brown St. ® Wickford
401.294.4695



