By Michaela Kennedy

The School Committee opened
its Nov. 16 meeting with atribute
toMs. Elizabeth Murray, aformer
teacher and principal who lives
on the island. School Committee
Chairwoman Cathy Kaiser read a
letter of recognition congratul at-
ing Murray on her 100th birthday
and expressing gratitude for her
years of service.

Following the tribute, fourth-
graders Matthew Bour and Ker-
stin Barrette gave presentations
about interdisciplinary expres-
sions of geometry and art. Bour
presented a paragon as an art
form in two and three dimen-
sions. Barrette exhibited a rect-
angular prism, also in multi-di-
mensional forms.

In other business, Committee
member William “Bucky” Bren-
nan brought up North Kingstown
High School’s lengthy manual of
policies, and that while a simple
set of polices was preferable, the
policies should nevertheless be
addressed and updated, he said.
Superintendent Robert Power
agreed that it was good not to
have a “ton of policies.” Policy
is“something you want to do be-
fore running into the problem,”
he said.

Committee member Julia

Held suggested prioritizing and
targeting policies the board may
want to consider. Pinto suggested
updating the retention promotion
policy, and possibly including an
athletic ability policy.

Brennan also brought up the
ongoing discussion of differenti-
ated discussion, a proactive ap-
proach to teaching with the stu-
dents’ varying levels of progress
in mind. “Maybe we should hear
a proposal with two grades,”
Brennan suggested, adding that
he would like to see rigor cre-
ated through potential grouping
between grades. “We'd be able
to serve the enrichment piece
and the differentiated instruction
piece more,” he said.

Committee  Vice  Chair-
woman Julie Kallfelz noted that
the School Improvement Team
meeting addressed differentiated
instruction and talked of a vari-
ety of options to enhance learn-
ing. The team discussed giving a
push to students who are gifted
or above average through pull-
out programs.

In an ongoing focus on food
service programs, the committee
reviewed a draft of six goals for
food service operations, targeting
nutritional meals at affordable
prices. Kaiser noted the goals
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created would feed direction for
a meeting with food service ven-
dors and give them a chance to
review the school kitchen facili-
ties. The committee confirmed
the special meeting to be held on
Dec. 14 at 7 p.m.

Kaiser noted that the nutrition
criteria for school food service
programs came from the state,
which has asked for feedback
from Jamestown on the items
listed. “This is a chance for
Jamestown to be atest case for a
possible statewide policy on food
services,” Kaiser said. The com-
mittee agreed to open a request
for proposals for food service
programs in January.

Kallfelz suggested keeping
other districtsinformed of activi-
ties concerning food service re-
form “in case they might want to
come on board with us.”

The committee continued its
pre-budget discussion. Kaiser said
she asked SORICO, or the South-
ern Rhode Island Collaborative
Education and Training Center, for
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alist of anyone who rents spacein
South County to organizations in-
volved in education.

She urged the board to con-
sider ways to make the maximum
use of the school facilities for ed-
ucational purposes. Kaiser also
said she asked the town finance
director for the cost of substi-
tutes, asking for a breakdown of
the number of days when substi-
tutes were used

In areference to home school
business, Director of Pupil Ser-
vices Beth Pinto handed out a
draft for home school applica-
tions. The committee agreed to
review the document and put it
on the Dec. 21 business meeting
agenda.

As a budget concern, Power,
a proponent of wind power, said
the district “should take the |ead”
for installing a wind generator.
The electric bill could be “one
more bill we wouldn't have to
worry about,” he added.

Brennan agreed that the school
property should be considered as a

possible site. He noted that the feasi-
bility study to be made by the Town
Council would determine both the
best locations and the best configu-
rations for wind generators.

In his superintendent’s report,
Power noted that he walked the
school property with representa-
tives from the Narragansett In-
dian Tribe and the state Historic
Preservation Society. The groups
agreed to do test excavations on
the land.

In her principal’sreport, Kath-
leen Alamanzor talked about the
Second Step program, which
teaches social and emotional
skills for violence intervention.
The program has focused on em-
pathy with fourth-grade students,
she noted. In addition, the district
has been working on personal lit-
eracy programs for those reading
below grade standard.

Alamanzor noted that SALT
or School Accountability for
Learning and Teaching surveys
will be going out during the first
week of December. “We hope to
get agood response,” she said.

Jamestown Wine & Spirits

YOUR HOLIDAY HEADQUARTERS _
OPEN Wednesday 8am - 10pm for your
last-minute Thanksgiving shopping

We Will Meet Any Advertised
Pricein Rhode I dand!
Just bring in the Ad!

Why Shop Anywhere Elsel!

YelowTail 1.5L..........
Beringer 1.5L..............
Delicato 1.5L...............

&

WE’VE GOT THE BEST SELECTION OF
Micro BREwsS,
FINE WINES, AND SINGLE MALTS IN JAMESTOWN!

IMPORTED BEERS,

LiQuor

Check Out Our Single Malt Collection
Absolute Vodka 750 mL
Mount Gay Rum 750 mL
Jack Daniels Scotch 750 mL
Jose Cuervo Tequila 750 mL
Whaler’s Rum 750 mL

WINES

A SUPER WINE SALE!

Starts After Thanksgiving
LAITTYPES. e

Beaujolais Nouveau from Franceis herel

Check out more wine discounts in the storel
Free Wine Tastings— Fridays & Saturdays,5- 7 pm

Hours: Mon. - Thur. 9am - 8pm £ Fri. & Sat. 9am- 9 pm % Sunday 12 - 6 pm
30 Southwest Avenue in Jamestown ¢ 423-0100

BELGIAN ALES,

.._N




