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The Bird Whisperer

This story is about Cosmo
(In case you haven’t heard)
A cockatoo (like me & you)

Who longed to be free as a bird

And so he bided his time
And last Thursday got his chance

His goal was a 100 ft. tree
And he soared to the highest 

branch.

There were no ladders that could 
reach him

But—here’s the deal—he didn’t 
account

For the firm resolve of a guy with 
nerves of steel.

Up the tree our hero, with water 
hose, nets and poles, he climbed 

you see
Higher & higher then Cosmo 
took off squawking, “you’ll 

never catch me”

Though Peter Coble was spent 
—he did not relent

And followed Cosmo like a 
hawk—over roof-top

Thro brush & eaves & thrush this 
bird he did stalk

Now how he got that bird to 
come to him is between those 

two.
You had to see it to believe it, 
But this much I can tell you

Peter returned him to his cage on 
this memorable day

With Cosmo clucking & cooing 
& kissing him all the way.

Happy Thanksgiving from Cosmo
(Who’s glad he is not a turkey)
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www.karnslaw.com

LEGAL TIP

The Supreme Court licenses all 
lawyers in the general practice of law. 
The court does not license any lawyer 
as an expert or specialist in any field 
of practice.

PERSONAL INJURY
LAW

• Automobile Accidents
• Traumatic Brain Injuries
• Product Liabilities
• Slip and Fall Injuries
• Maritime Injuries

No Fee Unless Successful

   A city can be sued by a motorist injured during a 
police chase, even though the police had discontinued 
pursuit prior to the accident, the Nebraska Supreme 
Court has ruled in upholding a $2.9 million verdict.
   The plaintiff was a passenger in a car that was hit 
by a driver who was fleeing the police. The chase 
had reached speeds of 50 to 70 mph before the police 
officer slowed and ended his pursuit. However, the 
officer continued to search for the vehicle with his 
lights flashing. The driver, believing he was still being 
pursued, sped down a steep hill at 65 mph, ran a series 
of stop signs and slammed into a pickup carrying the 
plaintiff. The truck exploded and the plaintiff suffered 
burns over 70 percent of his body.
   The Nebraska Supreme Court concluded that the 
fact that an officer has terminated a chase prior to the 
accident "does not automatically insulate the city from 
strict liability for injuries to an innocent third party" 
because the "danger continues until the motorist 
reasonably perceives that the pursuit has ended."
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Universal
Nails

Full Service Nail Salon
HOL IDAY SPEC IAL
$3 OFF

Fill
or

Full Sets

$5 OFF
Manicures
& Deluxe
Pedicures

Combination.

Visit our 
newest location
North Kingstown
Hamilton Plaza

675 Boston Neck Road
401.667.2819

Gift Certificates Available

Not to be combined with other offers. 
Expires 12/26/06.

WILLIAM A. LEONARD
General Consulting for Individuals & Small Businesses

> install and setup your computer hardware and software.
> degunk your computer for better performance.
> build or help you build web pages and get them on the internet.
> help you learn how to use MicrosoftTM Windows and Windows programs
> provide scanning services and digital photography and show you how.
> create custom programs for MicrosoftTM Windows Environment.

(401) 423-2809 • WWW.WAL1.COM
WILL-027221

I can…

University surveyors looking for 
remaining island farming forms
By Dotti Farrington

Two follow-up phases of the 
townwide survey by the Universi-
ty of Rhode Island  (URI) on farm 
preservation are planned.  URI is 
working to get responses from all 
households on the island.

Reminder letters have been pre-
pared for those who have not sent 
in early responses, and a second 
copy of the survey will be mailed 
to those not answering before 
the end of the year. URI sees the 
multi-contact approach as proven 
in past surveys and critical to ob-
taining accurate data.

Some 2,500 residents are being 
asked to take part in the research 
survey.  Their answers might help 
to save island farms via expansion 
of profi table activities.   The URI 
Department of Environmental and 
Natural Resource Economics has 
designed the survey. It is based 
on observations that farms pro-
vide many amenities for which the 
owners traditionally are not paid.

The surveys were mailed early 
this month, and URI hopes that 
completed forms will be returned 
within a few weeks.  URI plans to 
have an analysis by February.

The survey is part of a multi-
stage project within a $1.2 million 
program at URI. Federal and other 
funding sources have combined to 
help farms maintain themselves, 
while continuing to provide ser-
vices not traditionally identifi ed 
as a byproduct of food production.  
Those services include providing 
and protecting wildlife habitats, 

scenic views, and educational op-
portunities.

One main survey approach fo-
cuses on possibilities of paying 
farms to protect habitats for bobo-
links. That bird species is being 
threatened by signifi cant declines 
mainly due to a change in farming 
practices. Bobolinks are valued 
because they eat destructive in-
sects and certain weed seeds.

URI is asking residents how 
much they want to help the farms 
and how much they are willing to 
pay to do so, including through 
funds to save bobolinks specifi -
cally.

Paying farms to help save bobo-
links is theoretical at this time, but 
could be translated into actual cash 
for farm owners, depending on the 
outcome of the survey. Jamestown 
was chosen for the survey and re-
lated efforts because island resi-
dents consistently support work-
ing farms.

URI’s vision is that farms en-
abled to provide more and better 
amenities can benefi t the public.  
Jamestown has nine active farms 
comprising 700 acres, which is 12 
percent of the total land on the is-
land.

The Jamestown project serves 
as a pilot for establishing com-
munity-based markets for wildlife 
protection. While securing nesting 
sites for bobolinks is the aim of 
this particular project, URI wants 
to extend the project to serve as 
a model to protect other forms of 
wildlife, for protecting water qual-
ity, and for addressing other eco-
logical issues.

Dr. Stephen Swallow, a profes-
sor in URI Department of Environ-
mental and Natural Resource Eco-
nomics, defi ned two major parts 
of the project: enlisting farmers, 
and fi nding a way to compensate 
them to adopt new conservation 
practices. Carol Trocki of James-
town, a conservation biologist and 
an instructor at URI, is working 

with island farmers as part of the 
project.

Swallow’s role is to devise or 
identify a market that will com-
pensate farmers who enroll. He 
has said that Jamestown has a long 
tradition of supporting ecological 
programs. 

Preservation of farmland and 
ecologically sensitive areas are is-
sues that the town’s residents have 
supported repeatedly over the years 
with votes and funding, according 
to Swallow. The established ecol-
ogy mindset of residents here led 
to the town’s being chosen for the 
URI pilot program.

Msgr. Clarke 
to host 
holiday fest

The Christmas Festival at Msgr. 
Clarke School will be held Sunday, 
Dec. 3, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Pictures with Santa will kick 
off the annual event from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. Games and activities for 
the children, including a bounce 
house, will be offered all day. Oth-
er features of the festival include 
cash drawings, raffl es ,and refresh-
ments.

Fresh cut Christmas trees and 
wreaths will be for sale. Over 50 
fi ne shops and purveyors of fi ne 
gifts, and artisans will offer great 
gift ideas. 

The school is located at 5074 
Tower Hill Rd. in Wakefi eld. For 
more information, call 789-0860.

For the record
The bagpiper in the page 1 pho-

tograph from last week’s Press, 
has been identifi ed as island resi-
dent Chris Curren.

Women’s center needs 
help for holiday season

As the holiday season approaches, the Women’s Resource 
Center of Newport & Bristol Counties prepares for seasonal 
drives.

Each year the Thanksgiving Day Program runs from Octo-
ber through Nov. 21. Donated goods are provided to families in 
need. Participating in this drive puts the giving back in Thanks-
giving and services families deserving of celebration. Donations 
of gift cards for turkeys, rolls, stuffi ng mix, canned gravy, and 
any fi xings that make for a delicious Thanksgiving meal would 
be appreciated.

A second program that services victims of domestic violence 
and their children is the Adopt-A-Family program. Each year the 
Adopt-A-Family program runs from late October through Dec. 
19. This program is designed to match donors with clients and 
their families in order to meet family needs during the holiday 
season. Clients provide a “wish list” and donors help make the 
holidays brighter by providing materials needed.

Clients who participate in this program are of the Women’s 
Resource Center and their names are kept confi dential.

To help the Adopt-A-Family program this year, donors can 
sponsor a client or a family in need by dropping off a bag of 
food to our center, such as a “holiday meal” package, providing 
unwrapped gifts from a client or family wish list and/or gift cer-
tifi cates to stores or local restaurants.

To participate in the Thanksgiving Day Program or the 
Adopt-A-Family program, contact Constance Vergowven at 
846- 5263.
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