Case continued for resident
of Beavertail lighthouse

By Dotti Farrington

The civil eviction case by the
town against Beavertail Light-
house tenant Richard Shutt has
been continued until Nov. 27 to
enable Shutt’s recently hired law-
yer, Russell Wolfgang-Smith, time
to prepare his case.

Associate Town Solicitor Lau-
riston Parks filed for the eviction
on Sept. 5 on a vote of the Town
Council in executive session in
August. The town claims Shutt
has “remained beyond the period
specified in the notice of termi-
nation served on him earlier this
year.

The town wants Shutt out be-
cause it believes the lighthouse
should be used as short-term af-
fordable housing. They reviewed
14 applicationsin May and named
a family that was to have moved
into the apartment in September.

The Beavertail State Park Ad-
visory Committee has protested
the town's use of the lighthouse
premises as affordable housing be-
cause they say terms of the town’s
acquisition of the property do not
alow such a use or designation.
Town officials believe they have
the right to follow the affordable
housing plan. The committee also
expects terms governing the prop-
erty to change in 2007, thereby af-
fecting any new lease.

The Beavertail Lighthouse Mu-
seum Association has protested
the use for affordable housing on
similar grounds. Its officers are
concerned about the apartment’s
occupancy as the association gets
closer to a multi-agency goa of
acquiring the lighthouse and im-
proving museum operations there.
Some citizens have questioned
the council’s ending arrangements
with Shutt, a highly-praised care-
taker of the property, and turning
the apartment over to a new resi-
dent with afamily of four children
to live there.

Shutt agreed to a three-year
lease, renewable for three years
that started in 2002. A legal opin-
ion at that time was that the terms
of the lease were vague, according
to council minutes. At renewa
time in 2005, disagreements arose,
leading to the Shutt’s not vacating
and the town’s suit. The council

originally voted 3 -1, with one ab-
sent, in May to ask Shutt to leave
by Aug. 31.

Shutt filed court documents
last month before he hired an at-
torney. In his papers, he said the
town'’s charge is untrue and that
the town was guilty of “fraud, du-
ress, misrepresentation” and other
wrongful doings. He countersued
for $72,000 for breach of contract.
He wrote that the fraud charge re-
flected his being “deceived regard-
ing the type, conditions, and terms
of tenancy.”

The town denied his claims and
asked for atrial. Shutt asked for
and was given time to hire a law-
yer. Hislawyer filed Oct. 23. The
hearing was set for Nov. 13, but
court was closed for Veterans Day
and the date was reset for Nov.
27.

Parks told the council that he
expected the court to grant the
town’s request for Shutt to vacate
the apartment by mid-December.

The 7.35-acre lighthouse
property is federally owned and
governed in part under a five-
year-renewal lease with the town
involving the lighthouse, related
buildings, and acreage. Lease ar-
rangements affect the keeper's
quarters, used by a custodian, and
the assistant keeper's quarters,
used as the museum.

Opinions of residentswho have
spoken at council meetings about
the uses of the lighthouse and the
lighthouse museum improvement
plans have included full support
for preservation. Opinions on the
housing issue have ranged from
praise for the affordable housing
designation to speculation about
itsvalue as arental property.

Help with
PTO bake sale

Bakers are needed to fill the ta-
bles at the annual PTO Bake Sdle,
which will be held Saturday, Dec.
2, at the Melrose Avenue School in
conjunction with the Conanicut Is-
land Art Association Craft Sale.

Baked items can be dropped
off at the Melrose school between
8:30 and 9 am.

Call Pat Holtzman at 423-0477
or Susan Baccari at 423-1200.

TROPI-GRILLE-IS-OPEN

OASIS LOUNGE AND SANDBAR

NOW BOOKING THE

FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES!
Some Weekend dates still available
Custom Menusand Themesfor all budgets

WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY

Two Glasses of Wine $24.95

Dinner for Two with

SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM)
Menu $9.95 per person with a
Key West Mimosa or Bloody Mary

{ LUNCH &
14 NARRAGANSETT AVE EIINDINE

423-1490

OPEN WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Closed Thanksgiving
OPEN FRI., SAT., & SUN.

NEXT WEEK - HOLIDAY TREES &
WREATHS FOR SALE ON THE PATIO

HouRs:
DINNER - WED. * 5-9PM CLOSED THUR. FOR T-DAy

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY

DINNER - FRI. & SAT. * TILL 9:30PM
11 amM - 7Pm
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38 Survivors

The Jamestown Historical Society is compiling oral histories
of islanders who remember the Great Hurricane of 1938.
Among them are Alcina Blair, Dolores Christman, and
Roselyn Fraley. Photo by Andrea von Hohenleiten

Mass times change at St. Mark

Beginning Dec. 2, St. Mark Church will hold their Saturday
weekend Mass at 4 p.m., with the sacrament of reconciliation being
heard on Saturdays from 3:30 to 4 p.m.

Sunday Masses are unchanged, and will be said at 8:30 and 10
am. each week.

CLOSED THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD
OPEN FRIDAY AS USUAL!!
Happy Thankigiving!

BUSINESS HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM TO 7:00 PM
SATURDAY 8 AM TO 6 PM
SUNDAY 8 AM TO 2PM

BAKER’S PHARMACY

“YOUR COMPLETE PHARMACY”
423-2800 » 53 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE

GARDEN CENTER/FLORIST |
12 Soufhwest Ava, Jamashown
401=423-0050
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
10:00AM - B:DNFPM
Flease note: Closed [
Thanksgiving Day

Al Grown Xmas Traas
Holiday Greens
Poinsetiias - Cyclamen
Wreaths - Garlands
Roping - Swags
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PERRY’S
PLUSH
POOCH

Voted Best Pet Groomer

2006, 2005 & 2004
@
‘e

- Newport Life Readers

683-3778

APY*

Personal accounts only.

* Annual percentage yield, (APY) shown is accurate as of 10/11/06 and is subject to change without notice. $1,000 minimum balance to open Platinum CD,
$500 minimum balance to open IRA CD. To obtain 5.25% APY on 5 month term CDs, you must have a BankNewport Platinum or Platinum Partnership
Account (not required for IRA Certificates). Ask us about other available certificate rates and maturity terms. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.

® 5 MONTH

For information call 845-2265, outside Newport County call 877-709-2265

BANKNEWPORT

An OceanPoint Financial Partner
Focused on your success!
Pl

banknewport.com

Member FDIC




