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trating them, causing lost time, and
costing extra money to complete
projects. “We all benefit, from the
workers to the taxpayers,” Kelly
said.

“We got rid of clutter, re-
moved rusting items taking up
space, broken equipment leaking
oil that we don’t need anymore,”
he said.

He called on his colleagues
and town staff to set a policy for
obtaining new or used equipment
in good condition, rather than
trying to get by with clever but
short-term jury-rigging on old
equipment.

Town Administrator Bruce
Keiser agreed, saying he “en-
dorsed the replacement of out-
dated items. It was just throwing
good money after bad. We will
be applying (the philosophy) for
all departments.”

Thecouncilorsinitially backed
the goal of obtaining good equip-
ment by endorsing budget items,
including bonding $557,000 for
six major items, that voters ap-
proved at the annual financial
town meeting.

Auction set up

Kelly called for the auction
more than a year ago, and plan
was not finalized until specifi-
cations were prepared for new
equipment and it was obtained.
Kelly praised Public Works Di-
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rector Steven Goslee and As
sistant Public Works Director
Michael Gray, who is also the
town engineer, for co-ordinat-
ing the cleanup and auction They
dredged up the rusting, dilapi-
dated equipment from the dete-
riorating highway barn at Fort
Wetherill, from the yard of the
Town Offices on Southwest Av-
enue, and from the aging water
treatment plant and the former
landfill site on North Main Road.
They also towed a decrepit hand-
ed- down police car used by town
Building Official Fred Brown.

Kelly talked especially about
the problems Brown had because
the vehicle could not get out of
ruts and mud holes on property
under construction where he had
to issue warnings or stop-work
orders.

The five-member council vot-
ed unanimously last year to have
Goslee determine the items to be
sold or to be designated to sell as
scrap from among the equipment
he had jurisdiction over. They
directed Keiser to identify equip-
ment and materials in other town
departments for inclusion in the
sdle. The police department
contributed quite a collection
of outdated property from their
department, including accumu-
lations of old office equipment
and unclaimed lost bikes. Unsold
smaller items that still may be
usable will be donated to appro-
priate charitable organizations,
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Kelly noted.

Councilors  specified  that
funds realized from the dis
posal of all equipment should
be placed in the capital account
because the auctioned-off equip-
ment had been purchased from
that account.

When the town awarded bids
on new DPW equipment, Kelly
praised Keiser for leading the
town through the bidding pro-
cess that featured the lease plans,
trade- in negotiations, attention
to details, and, in one case, being
able to piggyback a Providence
bid on a road sweeper. Keiser
in turn credited Goslee and Gray
for pursuing all cost effective
options. Kelly said the trade-in
deals “were smart deals.”

Kelly also observed that the
morale of the public works crew
aready was higher “because
we're paying attention to them.”
DPW workers have expressed
feelings of being town orphans
because of the 25-year-plus, still-
unsettled battle over where to put
anew town highway barn.

Town officials said the new
equipment gives workers a
chance to “show their stuff” be-
cause they were frustrated not
being able to do all the jobs they
are trained and expected to do.

The auction items included a
roller, trash trailer, pickup truck,
mini-bus, street sweeper, police
car and four boats. Thetown this
summer made lease purchases of
a backhoe loader, a multi-pur-
pose loader, a mower and brush
cutter tractor, a road sweeper,
and two dump trucks.

What's next

In related work, Kelly and
Keiser are next looking to do “se-
lective salvaging” such as finding
a buyer for appliances, known as
white goodsin the trade, that town
residents need to trash. The town
currently pays to have it trucked
away, with the hauler getting any
payment that may be available for
the goods.
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Buildings audit to start soon

By Sam Bari

The Jamestown Buildings and
Facilities Committee reviewed
and discussed the upcoming au-
dit of all town-owned or managed
buildings and sites at its Dec. 12
meeting. Committee Chairman
Duncan Pendlebury passed out a
matrix to committee members of
all town-owned buildings and fa-
cilities as well as a list of build-
ing features that needed to be ful-
filled to satisfy the requirements
of the audit.

Pendlebury said he would
compile a list for the first meet-
ing of the new year on Jan. 23
that prioritized the order of the
audit. After discussing the list
at length, the committee decided
that the first three tours will in-
clude Ft. Wetherill, the Town Of -
fices on Southwest Avenue, and
possibly the Community Center.
These sites will probably be au-
dited before the January meeting.

The suggested dates of Jan. 12
and 19 are pending depending on
availability of personnel.

Vice Chairman Nick Robert-
son emphasized the importance
of inspecting and maintaining all
rights-of-way to beach areas. He
said that the rights-of -way should
be high priority items because
of encroachment by landown-
ers attempting to block access
by planting vegetation and even
placing boulders on the pathways
to discourage use. Robertson
mentioned that one right-of-way
was recently lost due to lack of
use and an abutting landowner
claiming adverse possession.

Town Council Liaison Bill
Kelly suggested using public
works department employees
with their new equipment for
maintenance. He said that the
heated backhoe allows mainte-
nance personnel to work through

See “Buildings” on page 18

T
k. ™ & '
;._-.!_l'\-. d \...':l- :'..:
n

Raregn M. Potter

Bebld BaskeTs

Beautiful Gift Baskets for any Oceasion

Christmas Gift Baskets {vailable!
- Makg Great Hostess or €mploygee Gifts!
Qreat Gifts for Pamily & Prignds!

Delivery in Jamestown is Free!

Shipping {vailable
423-3602 or 787-1444

www.bgllabasketsri.com © bella02835@cox.net

LOONEY
TONES 11

Best SeLectioN oF New & Usep

Music IN SoutH County
CD's ® Tares ® VinyL ® New & Useo DVDs
PosTers ® STICKERS ® TEE-SHIRTS

Useo CD's ® Guitar STRINGS

562 Kingstown Rd.Quo
Vadis Center, Wakefield

782-9860

Across from Post Office

SeeciaL ORDERS ® ACCESORIES

DJ Services AvailaBLE

v CASH PAID FOR USED CDS & DVDS -

starting at

for You.’!!

1350 West Main Rd, Middletown, RI

401-847-
www.SACCUCCIL.com

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2006

ACCUCCI =

GPS - Navigation System

INCLUDED WITH EVERY
USED CAR PURCHASE.

USED L@
CARS g'

S s

4737




