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Write to us 
LETTERS: Send your let ters to: Ed i tor, The Jamestown Press, 

42 Nar ragan sett Ave., Jamestown RI 02835. Our fax number is 
(401) 423-1661. 

Our e-mail ad dress is news@jamestownpress.com. Please in-
clude your name, ad dress, and a day time tele phone num ber for ver i-
fi  ca tion. Anon y mous letters will not be con sid ered for pub li ca tion.

All letters must be limited to 700 words or less.

Gigantic Shrimp Sale

All Shrimp Cooked 
Daily On-site Delicious!

2 Great Locations Open 7 Days for All Your Holiday & Seafood Needs

641 Warwick Ave.
Warwick, RI

781-2526 (CLAM)

170 Main St.
Wickford, RI 

(next to Town Dock)

295-4600
9 am - 6 pm

Colossal
$1599lb.

12-15 ct./lb.

Colossal
uncooked, peeled

deveined
12-15 ct./lb.

5 lb. box $77.50

2lb. Extra Large 
Cooked Shrimp 

Platter
16-20 ct./lb.
$4499

Extra Large
uncooked, peeled

deveined
21-25 ct./lb.

2 lb. Bag
$21

2lb. Cooked 
Shrimp Platter
26-30 ct./lb.

$3299

5 lb. box $42.50 2 lb. bag $29.50

Colossal
$899lb.
20-30 ct./lb.

Stocking Stuffers, Teacher Gifts & Certificates

Weekdays 'til 9 • Fri. & Sat. 'til 10 • Sunday Noon 'til 6
9 Ferry Wharf  •  Jamestown  •  423.0070  •  www.grapesandgourmet.com

Unique and Creative Holiday Gift Ideas

Imported from Italy,
and priced from just $7.50

We will help you put together the perfect
basket for that special someone. Choose
any items from our unique selections, we'll
wrap it up, add a bow and you are ready to go.

You pick the wine
and we add the

cheese and 
crackers.

Only $20,
plus the cost 
of the wine of
your choice.

SIMPLY WINE & CHEESEBEAUTIFUL CERAMICS

RHODE ISLAND'S BEST
Assortment of See's Candies

INVEST IN:
FINE ALPACA FASHIONS
FOR MEN AND WOMEN

60% OFF RETAIL
Alpaca: superior to cashmere

Non allergenic
Lasts for generations

View the entire collection at:

www.viva-peru.com or
at Christina Originals

123 A Narragansett Ave.,
Jamestown RI

Wed-Fri. 10-5
and Sat-Sun  12-4pm

request for proposals that Kaiser 
expected to go out in January.

Among the nutritional require-
ments the school board is put-
ting into its “wish list” is a desire 
to serve only beverages without 
added sugars, like milk, water and 
100-percent fruit juices.

School Committee Vice Chair-
woman Julie Kallfelz said she 
heard from parents that BGH or 
bovine growth hormones and an-
tibiotics in dairy products were 
undesirable. The committee will 
ask vendors if BGH and antibi-
otic-free milk is available and cost 
competitive. Other food items on 
the school board’s hit list are trans 
fats and high-fructose corn syrup.

For the past several years, the 
Jamestown School District has 
bought its school lunches from the 
North Kingstown School Depart-
ment’s food service, but in recent 
years the NK service has upped 
the amount of unhealthy snack-
type foods and sugary beverages 
offered because they reap a greater 
profi t on those items.

The school board in Jamestown 
wants to offer a healthier lunch at 
a cost-effective price.

Superintendent Robert Power 
said that in addition to all of the 
food service conglomerates, local 
eateries have been contacted to see 
if there is an interest in providing 
lunch to the schools.

“We called them all person-
ally,” Power said, adding, “there 
was some interest.”

Power said at last week’s meet-
ing that no vendor had specifi -
cally said that they would attend 
tonight’s session.

“I hope someone will show up,” 
Kaiser said.
Legislation on reimbursements 

for mandates
In other business, the School 

Committee discussed language 
embedded in the newly approved 
bill S-3050, which was introduced 
earlier this year by state Sen. Te-
resa Paiva Weed (D-Jamestown, 
Newport) and others.  The bill 
mandates that cities and towns in 
Rhode Island must lower their 5.5 
percent tax cap for this year by 
one-quarter percent next year and 
each year thereafter, until 2013 
when the cap will be set at 4 per-
cent.

Within the bill is language 

that says that as part of this bill 
the state will begin reimbursing 
school districts for payments made 
for mandates that are in excess of 
federal mandates that have been 
on the books prior to July 1, 1979.  
According to the bill, the state De-
partment of Administration must 
identify a list of state mandates 
each year by Jan. 1 and the school 
districts have until April 1 to iden-
tify the mandates they are entitled 
to be reimbursed for.  By Oct. 1, 
the DOA submits to the budget of-
fi ce a report by each city and town 
on the cost of unfunded mandates, 
which are then included in the state 
budget and doled out to towns by 
July of the following year.

New language in the bill adds: 
“the provisions . . . of this chapter 
may be excused, avoided or sus-
pended only by law enacted by the 
affi rmative vote of three-fi fths of 
the full membership of each house 
of the general assembly.”

Kaiser said she has written a list 
of items to be clarifi ed on the bill’s 
language and sent them to Sen. 
Paiva Weed among others.

“All this is already on the 
books,” Kaiser told surprised 
school board members, who, like 
those in other districts have been 
struggling with the cost of unfund-
ed mandates for years.

Kaiser said that the Jamestown 
School Committee will pursue 
reimbursement on the mandates 
“publicly and loudly,” adding, 
“We will get other districts to do 
the same.”

The committee agreed to sup-

port an initiative by the Pawtucket 
School Board to call for legislation 
to cap a school district’s contribu-
tion to special education tuitions at 
$30,000, with the state paying the 
additional costs.

School Committee
Continued from page 1.


