North end citizens continue opposition to
highway barn site at former landfill

By Dotti Farrington

Town officials are working to
gather data about the sole-source
aquifer designation that Ellen
Winsor, a North End Concerned
Citizens (NECC) activist, has
been pursuing for the town.

The town and Winsor gave re-
ports about the status of the des-
ignation for the town.

W. Michael Sullivan, director
of the state Department of En-
vironmental Management, early
last month endorsed Winsor’'s
efforts with the caveat that all
parties understand that the sole-
source designation has no role
in the ongoing discussions about
closing the town’s former landfill
and the possibility that the town
might build a highway garage
at the landfill site. The town re-
leased the existence of the let-
ter as part of Monday’s council
meeting.

The NECC has hired lawyers
and engineers to help it pursue
strict rulesfor closing the landfill,
and to help it oppose the building
of the highway barn there. The
town has been conducting most
of its talks about the landfill and
about the barn in executive or
closed session because officials

Buy Chamber
Checks at a
discount this
Saturday

It only happens once a year
and Saturday, Dec. 16, is the day.
Receive 10 percent off any James-
town Chamber Check purchase.
They are the perfect gift for any-
one and everyone on the shopping
list, and it is a great way to save
an extra 10 percent on your last
minute holiday shopping at over
30 businesses in town.

Chamber Checks are available
in $5, $10, and $20 denominations
and can be purchased at Baker's
Pharmacy, Conanicut Marine
Ship’s Store, Grapes & Gourmet,
and Jamestown Hardware.

Jamestown Chamber Checks
never expire and can be used at
participating shops, saons, res-
taurants and for lodging and pro-
fessional services. Use them for
beauty treatments at Cathryn Ja-
mieson, a new handbag at Chris-
tina Originals, dinner at Trattoria
Simpatico, or for everyday items
such as oil heat from Island En-
ergy or gas at Xtra/Mart.

Visit www.jamestownRIcham-
ber.com for a complete list of par-
ticipating businesses.
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believe NECC is going to sue the
town over the two issues. The
NECC has publicly dismissed re-
ports of a potential lawsuit, but
town officials have reported that
NECC leaders have said several
times privately that they will
sue the town to get their group’s
goals met.

Winsor’swork with the NECC
led to her efforts to get the sole-
source aquifer designation for the
island, regardless of the outcome
of the landfill and barn issues.

In his endorsement of the des-
ignation, Sullivan said the aquifer
statusisimportant for the protec-
tion of the island’s water supply
for everyone, whether they have
town water or have private water
wells.

The designation is co-ordi-
nated by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and is intend-
ed to haveimplications for use of
federal money for projects that
could affect water supplies.

Jamestown Councilman Wil-
liam Kelly said he was con-
cerned that the designation has
been used by the EPA’s Office of
Environmental Justice to block
projects that are opposed by
some communities. He said he
saw the designation used to assist
areas with aggressive politicians
and wealthy residents to prevent
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some projects and to force some
projects on areas or neighbor-
hoods less able to fight them.

After the meeting, Kelly said
that having Jamestown designat-
ed asasole-source aquifer “could
actually be to the town’s advan-
tage,” because it could open the
door for the town to tap into the
resources of the federal govern-
ment under the little known EPA
Office of Environmental Justice,
which was established to “fairly
and equitably site projects’ that
have an impact on the environ-
ment. The justice division was
established, Kelly said, to make
sure that projects do not always
end up in poor communities be-
cause wealthy citizens are better
able to defend themselves from
unwanted development in their
neighborhoods.

Town Administrator Bruce
Keiser said the town currently
has no project that would be af-
fected by the designation, nor
does it expect to have any in the
foreseeable future. He said he
was arranging to have a federal
official speak to the town Water
Resources Committee and the
Town Council about the sole-
source designation program, as
one effort to determine if the
town should sign onto it.
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SWEET BERRY FARM

Stop in for Our Fabulous
"Holiday To-Go Menu"
Give yourself a stress-free gift...
Let us do the cooking this year!

Please place your Christmas order by December 17th
Please place your New Year's order by December 23rd
Boxwood Trees o Apples o Vegetables ¢ Fruit o Cut Flowers  Fresh Baked Goods
Jams & Honey o Cory’s Kitchen Products o Plants  Unique Gifts
Artisan Cheeses & Smoked Goods Rl Milk » Eggs & Ice Cream

Open 8:30 am -

6:00 pm Daily

915 MITCHELL'S LANE, MIDDLETOWN, RI 02842  (401) 847-3912

423-1490

"
&

g

iy %ﬁ SALE ON THE

AP

j : ';::_.,._3' DINNER THURSDAY 5-9 PM
14 NARRAGANSETT AVE.

CHRISTMAS TREES
' & WREATHS FOR

. PATIO!
®EREE DELIVERY ON
. THE ISLAND!
The heated Tiki Bar

will be open Friday &
Saturday Nights!

HOLIDAY HOURS:

LUNCH & DINNER ON
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

‘TIL 9:30 PM

ON SUNDAY 11 AM -4 PM
CLOSED MON., TUE. & WED.

THE TROPI-GRILLE IS OPEN!
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Some ‘awesome’ kids

These kids at the Melrose Avenue School were “caught
being awesome” during the month of November and reward-
ed with lunch with Assistant Principal Mike Franco. From left
are Nico Bour, Erica Smith, Michaela Colognese, and Emma
Lennon. Not pictured are Weston Limoges, Ula McCarthy,
Jackie Tantimonico, Samara Hancock, Marc Desvaux, and
Amanda Nolan.
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Reduce asthma attacks, manv Beautiful
Increase alertness, increase work productivity,

reduce susceptibility to colds and more! & Unusual Gifts
83-85 Brown St. ® Wickford e 295-1601 ¢ Open 7 Days

Elegant and Unique Jewelry
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Sea Glass Jewelry e The Jamestown Bracelet e Fashionable Pearls
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«%/I'ﬂlﬂ(l// SHowrs: Monday - Friday, 9:30 am - 5:30 pm,
Saturday, 9:30 am - 5:00 pm, Sunday, 11:00 am - 4:00 pm

17 Narragansett Ave ¢ 401.423.0344 ¢ www.jamestowndesigns.com

OceanState m
CHOCOLATLS

and Confections
4 Brown 54., Wickford Village Bl Open Daiby 11-6 Sunday 12-4

Our New Checolste House Is
Now Open In Wickford Village
FEATURING FOUR ROOMS FILLED WITH
Exqulsite snd Dellghtful Chocolste Gifts
Candy Cane Martini glass filled with Chocolate Martini
Truffles, Cockies and Chocolate Ofives
Chocolate Dipped Fruit, Nut and Cookie Trays
Chanukah Treats and Stocking Stuffers
Limited Edition Holiday Truffles and Boxed Assortments

Hand Made Chocolate Filled Candy Canes

Chocolates, Cookies and Cocoa Gift Baskets
and much morell!




