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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Propagating plantsis easier than you think

By Roger Marshall

If you go to a nursery, you'll
see a huge selection of plants with
rows of identical plants of onekind
or another. Most of these plants
were propagated from older identi-
cal plants. You, too, can propagate
plants to increase your stock of
favorites or to get enough plants to
make a hedge or border.

Depending on the plants that
you want to clone, propagation
is relatively easy. For example, |
have a huge jade plant. All that is
required to increase the number
of plantsis to take a small twig of
the mother plant, push it into the
ground and let it grow. There are a
number of other plants that are as
easy to grow as the jade plant. For
example, Christmas cactuses can
be propagated by breaking a small
“leaf” off the mother plant at the
division and pushing it into potting
soil. Keep the mini leaf moist and
it will usually grow. Many suc-
culents are that easy to propagate,
and most can be propagated at any

time of the year.

Other plants may be more dif-
ficult to clone or may need to be
done at certain times of the year for
best results. They also may require
different techniques to clone them
successfully. First, letslook at vari-
ous ways to propagate plants, and
then we'll look at the times of year
to do thework. Finally, we'll cover
some plants that can be propa
gated.

Propagation techniques

There are three mgjor methods
of propagating plants. The first
is by sowing seeds. The second
is by cuttings, and the third is
by dividing the roots. In each of
these methods, there are specia
techniques that make it easier to
propagate certain plants.

Growing seeds is a method that
we are al familiar with. We simply
sprinkle seeds in a pot or growing
bed and wait to see what comes up.
But some seeds require stratifica-
tion—that is, they need to be put in
a cold refrigerator for six or eight

weeks and then in a warm spot,
sometimes several times, before
they will germinate. Other seeds
require lots of light, mimicking

summer days, before they will ger-
minate. Often these seeds can be
tricked into germinating by putting
them under grow lightsfor up to 16

hours a day.
Taking cuttings is another rela-
tively easy method. Cuttings are

See “Propagating” on page 20
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The single most effective way to
protect your home is to install
Roll-a-way hurricane shutters.

They cover your windows and

doors and protect them from

battering wind and flying debris.

Like it never even happened.®

5 E nup“ u of Newport and Bristol Counties

Fire & Water - Cleanup & Restoration™
(401) 847-8145
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They even exceed the Miami-Dade
code requirements, the most

demanding in the country.

Restoration:

e Fire, Smoke and Soot

¢ Water Removal and Dehumidification
* Mold Mitigation and Remediation

Roll-a-way hurricane shutters
protect your home from more

than just storms. They also seal

Cleaning: your house from break-ins when
: Ccrpef'.Upl?o'S'ery you're not there, important with
e Deodorization -

e Vandalism Cleanups our weekend and summer homes.

® Duct Cleaning

Plus, they insulate your home,

Independently Owned and Operated |ower‘ing uti|ity bills up to 50%.

If Hurricane Katrina taught us

CARPET anything, it’s to be prepared.

We challenge you to find us!
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The smart thing to do is install
VINYL

Roll-a-way hurricane shutters now.
Call 888-STORM-08 today.

Or go to HurricaneProtect.Net
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bartscarpet.com
Fashionable Floors at Tough to Beat Prices!

TRY BART'S X-TRA CLEAN CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING




