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• Service Contracts
Available - $12900

• Heating & Plumbing
• Heating Installations

• Free Estimates on
New Installations

• 20 Years Experience

• Annual Cleanings
  Licensed & Insured

Don Jestings & Sons

Dedicated to
Serving You!

• Pre-Season Tune-ups
on Air Conditioners and Heat - Pumps 
for Commercial or Residential use.

• Refrigeration Tune-ups
Available on Freezers, Walk-Ins, Ice 
Machines, Salad Bars and more!

• Repairs and Replacement of Electric
Hot Water Heaters.

Complete Electrical Installation
Service and Maintenance

103 Forest Ave., Middletown

846-0110

FABRIC
GALLERY

606 Ten Rod Road, Behind 650, North Kingstown • (401) 295-2760
Monday-Saturday 10-5, Closed Thursday & Sunday

ON THE WAY TO WICKFORD!

Custom Workroom
Window Treatments

Bedding, Upholstory, Slipcovers
Shades, Blinds, Shutters

IN STORE DESIGN ASSISTANCE

Brunshwig & Fils • Robert Allen • Kravet • P. Kaufmann
Duralee • Covington • Malabar and more…

First Quality Only • Fabrics • Wallcoverings • Trims

(Serving you since 1991)

Custom Cabinetry Without 
the Custom Prices.

Call or Visit One of our 
Showrooms Today!!

684 Willett Avenue
East Providence, RI 02915

433-5165

48 Charles Street
Cherry Branch, Wakefield 02879

783-3100

Now Featuring a Complete Line of

Two Great Locations

POWER WASHING
R E M O V E  M O L D ,  M I L D E W  &  G R I M E

Variable Pressure
WOOD SIDING • VINYL • ROOFS • CONCRETE

S. Bruneau & Son
Steve 295-7464

Fully Insured Free Estimates

BOOK FOR FALL  & SAVE  $25!

Become a drywall doctor in your space time
By Andrew McGlothlen

Your son is playing catch with 
his friend in the living room for 
the third time this week. You start 
to tell him to take it outside when 
he misses a catch. It flies past the 
vase, but you now have a baseball-
sized hole in your drywall. What 
are you going to do?

For starters, don’t panic. Yes, 
your son is probably in trouble. 
No, it’s probably not worth yelling 
about. Your son can probably even 
help with the repairs. It may not 
be fun, but it may serve as a more 
appropriate punishment than three 
weeks without television. Drywall 
repair can be quite easy if you 
know what you’re doing. Here’s 

how to patch up that drywall with-
out having to hang new drywall.

To begin, measure the width 
and height of the damaged area. 
With these measurements, you can 
do several things. One option is 
to get a drywall patch. This is a 
piece of drywall with adhesive 
that you can cut out and stick to 
the rest of the surrounding dry-
wall. It can serve as a quick fix or 
as a long-term fix depending on 
the extent of the damage. Another 
way to deal with drywall damage 
is to make your own patch. Using 
a utility knife, cut out a square or 
rectangle around the hole, keeping 
the cutout as intact as possible. 
Place the fragment over a new 

piece of drywall and trace the out-
side edge. Cut your replacement 
slightly larger than the square in 
your wall to give you room to 
negotiate. It’s better to have a 
patch that’s too large than one 
that’s too small. Now, get a small 
piece of wood the same width as 
the patched area but a few inches 
longer. This will serve as your 
patch support. At this point, it’s 
a good idea to form some kind of 
handle on the patch support, either 
with a drywall screw or a small 
nail, to give you something to hold 
onto to. Slide the support into the 
hole and drill it in place using dry-
wall screws. Apply some drywall 
putty around the edge of the patch 

area and place in the patch. Using 
a drill, place a couple of drywall 
screws through the patch to screw 
it into the drywall support.

Once the patch is in, you need 
to cover it with some drywall com-
pound. Try not to overdo it and 
use just enough to cover the patch 
and a few inches to each side. 
When the compound is dry, sand 
down the area and apply the com-
pound a second time. When it has 
dried, sand down the area again 
and check to see if the wall feels 
like one continuous smooth piece. 
If so, you can repaint or replace 
wallpaper on that part of the wall. 
If it’s not quite smooth, use the 
compound for a third application 

under the same guidelines as the 
first two.

A slightly easier solution for 
smaller dents like those made by 
door handles is drywall tape. Lay 
the tape across the hole and spread 
some compound over the tape. 
The compound will ooze through 
the mesh tape into the hole in the 
drywall, and once it has dried, it 
will form a new solid piece of dry-
wall. Then all you’ll have left to 
do is the sanding and re-sanding.

No matter which option you 
choose, if all goes well, your wall 
should look like new. And more 
importantly, your son will have 
learned not to play ball in the 
house...for now anyway.

Rearrange
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Create a Floor Plan
Many experts advise homeown-

ers to draw a floor plan of their 
room and the furniture pieces with-
in it on graph paper and use the 
two to create the ideal arrangement 
before moving anything. As you 
move the pieces around on your 
graph, consider the traffic routes. 
They should be a minimum 24 
inches wide. Arrange the largest 
pieces first, allowing ample room 
between them. There should be at 
least 14 inches of space between 
the sofa and ottoman or coffee table 
and more than eight feet between 
pieces in conversational areas. If 
there is a television in the room, the 
chairs and sofas facing it should be 

placed three times the size of the 
screen from the TV. Next, place 
the smaller pieces, making sure 
you have enough room to move in 
and around tables and to pull out 
drawers and shelves.

Create a Sense of Balance
Balanced rooms in general are 

more pleasing to the eye. Keep 
yours balanced by mixing smaller 
and larger pieces throughout the 
room. Don’t sandwich a small 
end table between two overstuffed 
chairs on one side of the room and 
place an armoire and Grandfather 
clock on the other. Instead, scatter 
the taller pieces around the room 
and pair together furniture pieces 
of the same scale.


