efirst met Giovanni Cas-
tiglione a the 99 Res
turant & Pubin Newport.

We had been sested in the area that
he was serving. He took our orders
and when we asked for apint of de,
we chided him for not knowing how
many ouncestherearein apint.

His Spanish accent should have
told us that he was used to a differ-
ent measuring system all together.
His good nature accepted our foible
without comment.

Giovanni, or Gio, is from Chile
(pronounced, he explained, as Chill-
ay), where he was a firefighter. We
were told that now he is a member
of the Jamestown Fire Department.

That's a big transition, both cul-
turdly and geographicaly. He's
gone from fighting firesin Santiago
high rises to chasing darms on a
small idand in Narragansett Bay.

He came to Rhode Idand in Oc-
tober of 2003 with his wife, Brooke
Manning of Middletown, who was
teaching English in Santiago. “She
is the mogt interesting person and
the best friend | have ever had,” Gio
said.

He explained that moving up
here was a huge adj ustment process.
“The change has been some kind of
bitter-sweet experience. To learn a
new language, with no friends other
than my wife and her family, | felt
aone”

Giovanni, 30, has a degree in
Information Systems Anaysis and
worked in Santiago as an academic
advisor to a university. When he
came north he could not find a job
in his area of expertise. To keep his
firefighting skills intact, he sought
out volunteer departments. The only
nearby fire department close to vol-
unteer is Jamestown's.

He works at the 99 as a waiter
and Old Navy in the same md| area
as a logigtic associate (“unloading
the trucks, changing prices, and
cleaning windows and toilets’).

It was a Old Navy that he met
Dave Stark, a Jamestown firefight-
er, who invited Gio to the idand to
vigt thefire station. “ One of thefirst
things | did was to ask for an ap-
plication. | was very lucky because
they were dlowing people from out
of town to join the department. Ac-
tualy, my group was the last class
accepted with people from out of
town.” He is now assigned to En-
gine 2 fulfilling his probationary
requirement to rotate around the
companies.

His bresk with firefighting in
Chile was traumatic. “The day | did
it, | promised mysdlf I'd come back.
Then| realized that to be afirefight-
erisnot ajob. It's not a hobby. To
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be afirefighter isaway of life. Once
you put that coat and helmet on, you
can't take them off.”

Giovanni has been with the
Jamestown Fire Department for a
year this month. “It has been some
kind of relearning process, having to
know al the tool names in English,
and convert liters to gallons, milli-
meters to inches, and meters to feet.
It is interesting the way the depart-
ment is organized. Its organizational
structure covers all the bases. As a
bottom ling, | can say that afire sta-
tionisafirestation anywhere— here
in Jamestown or in Santiago.”

Giovanni had his introduction to
firefighting after re-uniting with a
high school buddy who was the first
lieutenant in afire housein El Quis-
co. He said he was impressed when
the two walked into the lounge and
thefirefightersal stood up asasign
of respect. “We were taking when
al of a sudden the tones went off.
The company was dispatched to a
cal, and | found myself donein an
empty fire station. A couple of days
later | came back and asked for an
application.”

After a few months of training,
Giovanni became apart of the night-
shift knownas*“ The Night Knights.”
A movein hisday job later took him
to membership in the Santiago Fire
Department, “thistimeriding on En-
gine 20, the same truck | saw with
al its lights and sirens going down
the street so many timeswhen | was
akid.”

The Chilean fire services are dif-
ferent than in the States. Gio sad
that in Santiago, a city of around
seven million people, there are three
big fire departments, al of them
volunteer. “We are talking about 60
fire stations, 130 fire gpparatus, and
about 4,000 volunteers total. Just in
Engine 20's company, we had two
engines and 78 volunteers. Cals
ranged from the typica cat in the
tree to high rise fires and anthrax
threats.”

“Firefighters are a huge family.
You can go anywhere in the world

and say you are afirefighter, and you
will be welcome as a brother or sis-
ter. It's a very specia group of peo-
ple who are able to give everything,
eventheir lives, to help others”

Giovanni doesn't lack for com-
pany to talk about firefighting. His
father-in-law, Tim Manning, was a
Newport firefighter for 25 years.

Thanks, Gio, welcome to the is-
land.

* k%

The Jamestown EM S (Emergen-
cy Medical Services) or former Am-
bulance Association is conducting
its annua fund-raising campaign.
The organization makes up to 600
calls each year. Volunteer crews are
oncall 24/7.

The EMS' gods for 2007 are
new defibrillators, one for each ve-
hicle, and increasing the kitty for a
new ambulance.

Money well invested. Send your
checks to Jamestown EMS, 11
Knowles Court, Jamestown 02835.

*k*k

Kudosto the mystery person who
showed up in our back yard Friday
with his bucket truck and removed
our tattered flag from atop its pole.

Hetold Mim, “I heard hiscall for
help.”

The dtate flag and U.S. flag will
remain at half-staff until Jan. 25 in
honor of and in tribute to President
Gerald R. Ford, the nation’s 38th
chief executive.

*k*k

There would have been a dark
side, literaly, to the Christmas Pag-
eant on Shoreby Hill except for the
fast action of three members of the
Jamestown Lions Club.

That Sunday afternoon, Jill An-
derson, her husband, Rick, and Bill
Munger had traipsed over to the Site
of the pageant to set up the sound
system for the festivities.

Two days earlier, the tree that
was to be lighted asthe finde to the
pageant had been made ready. Now
only two hours before the re-enact-
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Jamestown Fire Department’s Giovanni Castiglione (above) is
from Chile, where he fought fires in Santiago high rises (below)
before moving to Rhode Island in 2003. He says that fire fighting
is a way of life. “Once you put that coat and helmet on, you can'’t

take them off.”

ment of the Nativity scene, it was
discovered vandas had removed
and stolen 225 light bulbs. The bulbs
were missing from about five-feet
on down indicating that very short
people or children were the culprits.
Or as Jill put it, “Some low-down
rotten thieves.”

For two hours the three volun-
teers scoured their storage areas
for replacement bulbs, and went
through backup stringstrying tofind
enough to make the tree as beautiful
as before.

They did, and it was.

Grest job!

*x %

Dr. Joshua Hatch of the James
town Anima Clinic reminds us that
with each new year our pets are
growing older along with us.

“ Astechnology improves, people
and pets are living longer happier
lives. This means that many of our
pets are commonly reaching senior
or geriatric ages. Pets age at dif-
ferent rates depending on their size
and species. The rough estimate of
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7 dog yearsor 5 cat yearsto every 1
human year is about right, but larger
dogs age faster and a 7-year-old lab
is more a senior pet than a 7-year-
old miniature poodle.

“Take aminute to figure out how
old your pets are and start mak-
ing note of changes you may have
noticed. Does Fluffy seem dower
getting up in the morning? Does
he or she get winded on long walks
or has their appetite or water intake
changed? All of these subtle chang-
es can be signs of aging change like
arthritis, heart disease, or kidney
disease that addressing with your
animal’sdoctor can help keep Fuffy
heslthier for aslong as possible.”

* %%

Betrue!

*k*k

Call inyour stuff for this column
to 423-0383 or 829-2760. You can
emal us a jtnwalrus@hotmail.
com, or drop your items off at the
Jamestown Press office.

KIDS’ PLAYROOM!
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Toll-free (866) 716-1502
M-F 9-7, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-2

www.bayviewrx.com



