L egislators will focus on tight state budget

By Donna K. Drago

Jamestown’s legislators in
the state General Assembly were
sworn in to begin a new session
on Tuesday. The Press asked
Sen. Teresa Paiva Weed and
Rep. Bruce Long what their top
priorities were for 2007.

Sen. Paiva Weed, a Democrat
who represents Jamestown and
Newport and is also the Senate
majority leader, said that her sev-
enth term will be more focused
on the issues at hand rather than
coming up with new legislation.
“It's because of the tight bud-
get,” Paiva Weed said.

The biggest issues that she
will focus on this year are com-
ing up with an educational fund-
ing formula and reducing health-
care costs for average citizens.

Paiva Weed said that a joint
commission was formed last
year, headed up by members of
both the House and Senate and
facilitated by a professional
consultant. The commission is
funded by $100,000 approved in
last year’s budget, she said.

L egislators have been looking
for a fair way to distribute state
aid to schools for many years,
the senator said, adding that she
hopes to see an initial report
from the commission in March.

Her other major focus will be
affordable healthcare for indi-
viduals and small business own-
ers, Paiva Weed said.

Last year, the legislature
asked the state insurance com-
missioner to come up with a
“reasonable” health plan that
would not be more than 10-per-
cent of the average wage earners
income, which is about $315 per
month for an individual plan.
The insurance commissioner has
introduced the plan in the past

Doctor’s
office hit

by vehicle

A woman drove her car into
the front of the Jamestown Fam-
ily Practice office Dec. 29 at about
9:40 am.

Lt. William Donovan of the
Jamestown Police Department
said that a 73-year-old Jamestown
woman was pulling into a parking
spot in front of the medical prac-
tice and apparently hit the accel-
erator instead of the break.

The car went over the cement
curb-stop, Donovan said, and into
the east side of the building.

Damage was substantial at the
medical office, Donovan said, not-
ing that two large windows were
smashed and walls were cracked
from floor to ceiling in a records
room as well as in a treatment
room.

Gordon’s car had damageto the
bumper, grille, and the hood, ac-
cording to Donovan.

There were three people in the
building at the time of the accident,
Donovan said, noting that none re-
quired medical treatment.

The office closed for the re-
mainder of Friday, Dec. 29, but
Dr. England continued to see pa-
tients at his Newport office, said
a member of his staff, who added
that the office is fully functional
this week.

two weeks and is now working
with the state’s two largest pro-
viders to see if it is feasible for
them to offer the plan statewide,
Paiva Weed said.

The low-cost plan is about 20
percent lower than what is cur-
rently offered by the health in-
surers, she noted.

“l hear from my constituents
all the time that thisisimportant
to them,” Paiva Weed said.

Those who buy into the plan
will also be asked to participate
in a wellness program to help
them lose weight, quit smoking
and learn about the health issues
that bring up health insurance
costs for everyone.

Rep. Long, a Republican who
serves constituentsin Jamestown
and Middletown, said he will not
be introducing much new legis-
lation this year, but will spend
more time making sure the gov-
ernment runs more efficiently
in light of the upcoming budget
shortfalls.

Long said that a $100 million
deficit is expected this year, and
the shortfall is expected to rise
to $250 million next year.

“There're two waysto look at
this,” Long said. One is to say
“this is a disaster, and the other
is to take a look at the structure
of the government” and find
ways to operate smartly.

In past deficit years, Rhode
Island has seen windfalls, like
from the national cigarette set-
tlement, that put hundreds of
millions in the state’s pockets,
but, “There will be no miracles
this year,” Long said.

The economic forecast is that
“it’s not the best of times,” Long
added.

Jobs and economic develop-
ment will be key to bailing the

state out of trouble, he noted.

Quonset Point development
is an issue that is important “to
the bay, to the economy, and to
our lifestyle,” Long said. He
added that he was instrumental
in getting Jamestown a vote on
the Quonset Point Development
Corporation and that Jamestown
should be vigilant in “watching
what they do there.”

Pointing out that he attends
meetings regularly to voice op-
position for his constituents in
Jamestown and Middletown,
Long said, “I continue to oppose
an LNG facility.”

“I'm hopeful,” Long said
about the fact that former Massa-
chusetts Governor Mitt Romney
recently signed off on offshore
LNG facilities for Gloucester,
Mass., which means that putting
one in Narragansett Bay will not
have the same level of urgency
asit used to.

“I’ve always said we need a
regional approach to that issue,”
Long said.

On other issues, he said that
he would continue to push for
legislation that would eliminate
cesspoolsalong the Rhode Island
coast, which contribute greatly
to pollution in the bay. He also
wants to continue to work on
legislation passed last year that
forces the state Department of
Environmental Management to
look at all abutting properties
when deciding on septic-system
permits, Long said.

The legislative session began
on Tuesday and will continue
through June.

Mon-Thurs: 5:30am-8pm

r
THE NEW YEAR IS HERE...
IT's TIME TO GET FIT!

36 Southwest Avenue

Friday: 5:30am-7pm Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835
Sat-Sun: 7am-3pm T: (401) 560-0300 F:(401) 560-0301
- = =
( Japes &
o (Lourmet o

Weekdays 'til 9 « Fri. & Sat. 'til 10 » Sunday Noon 'til 6

9 Ferry Wharf « Jamestown e 423.0070

WEEKLY SPECIALS

* www.grapesandgourmet.com

{ {forona §
. ll

HEINEKEN OR HEINEKEN LIGHT 6 Pack Bottles
CORONA OR CORONA LIGHT 24 Bottle Case
JIM BEAM BOURBON 750ml

GREY GOOSE REGULAR OR FLAVORS 750ml
MERIDIAN CHARDONNAY 750ml|
LINDEMAN'SWINE 1.5ltr Mix 'n Match
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Happy New Year from your Neighbors at Grapes & Gourmet
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Estes’ Jamestown Cottage

Architects recelve awards

Jamestown architects Jm Estes
and Peter Twombly of Estes'Twom-
bly Architects of Newport, both
Jamestown residents, recently won
two Honor Awards from the Rhode
Idand chapter of the American In-
stitute of Architects in the annual
awards competition.

Twombly won for a new 3,300
square-foot house on the coast in
Stonington, Conn. In this project,
Separate structures were laid out

adong a stone wall with saltwater
marshes along one side and private
courtyards on the other side.

Estes won for a new house in
Jamestown. The 1,400-square-foot,
two-bedroom cottage replaced a
fishing shack, which had formerly
stood on the small waterfront lot.
Traditional materials and forms be-
lie a distinctly contemporary inte-
rior. The house was built by James-
town builder Joseph Scaotti.
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iTany Beautiful and Unusual Gifts
85 Brown St. Wickford - 295-1601 - Open 7 Days

WE'RE CLOSED FOR THE MONTH OF
JANUARY FOR A TROPICAL ESCAPE.

WE WILL RE-OPEN ON FEBRUARY 7
WITH NEW MENU ITEMS AND

14 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE - 423-1490

Remember to send
news of your upcoming
eventsto The Press at least
two weeks in advance!




