Page 24 / February 15, 2007 / The Jamestown Press

Field trip

to the post office
Young Jamestowner llse
Novis mails a Valentine
post card to her Mom. The
Jamestown Post Office was
visited last week by a group
of “young sprouts” who attend
Young Sprouts Day Care
in Middletown. The sprouts
learned about postal opera-
tions and were shown how
their Valentine cards were
processed. Clerk Marybeth
O’Neil conducted the tour
and handed out official U.S.
Postal Service coloring books
to the children.

Council accepts $75,000 grant to hire new police officer

By Dotti Farrington

Town Councilors agreed Mon-
day to accept a $75,000 federa
grant to hire another police offi-
cer, as originally awarded in 2004.
The addition will enable the police
department to have 15 full-time
members.

Thegrant hasbeenon holdsince
first approved, mainly because of
budgeting considerations. This is
the second time the funds were ap-
proved, with the first grant turned
back because of budget decisions.
The department was able to hold
its place for the grant through sev-
eral extensions until now.

If not used, this second grant
was due to expire at the end of this
month. Police Chief Thomas Tighe
and Councilman William Kelly
cautioned that failure to accept
this grant could lead to a dimin-

ished ability to get grant money in
the future. “We cannot continue to
apply for these funds if we are not
going to use them,” Tighe wrote
in his letter to the council about
receiving afinal reminder that the
grant was due to expire.

The funds will be provided
over four years by the U.S. De-
partment of Justice through its
Universal Hiring Grant program.
Town Administrator Bruce Keiser
urged the council to approve the
grant because it will cut down on
overtime needs, and enable better
coverage so no shift has only one
officer on duty at any time. This
means increased safety for both
citizens and police officers. He
also cited statistics that contend
that the town should have at least
18 full-time officers, and the town
“iswell below standards.”

The grant provides 75 percent
for salary and benefits for a new
patrol officer in the first year, 50
percent in the second year, and
25 percent in the third year, with
the town required to keep the of-
ficer for at least one year after the
grant ends.

“After the fourth year, the
need should be reevaluated and a
determination made to continue
full local funding. Any decision
at that time to eliminate the posi-
tion could be made by attrition,”
Keiser suggested.

He noted that the new position
will also provide greater flexibil-
ity to assign personnel to the de-
partment’s new patrol boat.

Councilor Barbara Szepa-
towski noted that the added staff
was well justified and deserved.
Councilman Michael Schnack

said that he was not opposed to
the grant, but he questioned the
validity of the generic statistics
based on population being appli-
cable to Jamestown.

When the department request-
ed the added officer in 2004, offi-
cers staged a mgjor presentation
to the council to explain the need,
and how the statistics applied to
the island.

Police Chief Tighe reported
that the town is sending two can-
didates to the Municipal Police
Academy in March, and they will
fill vacancies from a resignation
and retirement. “This would be
the ideal time to use this grant
to send a third candidate to the
academy,” he said. The new of-
ficers will be ready for duty at
the beginning of the summer, he
added.

Library received

incorrect IRS forms

The IRS sent 6,000 public
librariesincorrect 1040X forms
and instructions.

Theincorrect forms bear the
revison date, “REV. Decem-
ber 2006.” The correct forms
have a revision date of Febru-
ary 2007.

Twenty-five copies of the
correct 1040X forms and 10
copies of ingtruction have not
arrived at the affected librar-
ies and will not be here until
March. The Jamestown library
was one of the 6,000 librariesto
receive the wrong forms.

The Jamestown library ex-
pects to receive the corrected
formsin March. The corrected
forms are also available on the
Internet by going to http://www.
irs.gov.

For more information, call
the library, 423-7280, and ask
for Deborah Homer, the refer-
ence librarian.

Family services

seeks volunteers

Child and Family Services
of Newport County is looking
for women who could spend
time with ayoung girl.

The agency provides ser-
vices to the families of a five-
year-old and a nine-year-old
who need some special atten-
tion. Both like arts and crafts
and typical age-appropriate
activities. They need help with
social skills and would respond
well to avolunteer interested in
spending time with them. CFS
also needs typists who are pro-
ficient in Word and could input
several manuals. Call the Vol-
unteer Office at 848-4210.

ONAROCK
JAMESTOWN - $3,900,000

WATERFRONT RETREAT
CHARLESTOWN

HOME SWEET HOME

At Mansions & Manors, passion, love and commitment are the hallmark of our business. We are passionate
about real estate, love what we do and are committed to our clients and their interests - before, during and after
a sale. Which is why every day feels like Valentine's Day at our office. And, why we get such sweet results!

STUNNING WATERVIEW VILLA
JAMESTOWN

UNDER CONTRACT
BUYER'S BROKER

CAPTIVATING COLONIAL
JAMESTOWN - $769,000

BEAVERTAIL BEAUTY

LISTING BROKER

SOLD e $1,775,000 ¢ JANUARY 2007

CONTEMPORARY CHARM
COVENTRY

LISTING BROKER

UNDER CONTRACT

7 FERRY WHARF
JAMESTOWN, RI 02835

401.423.7000

JAMESTOWN - $649,500

UNDER CONTRACT
LISTING & SELLING BROKER
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Mansions

ZpManors
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BUYER'S BROKER
SOLD ¢ $570,000 * JANUARY 2007

LISTING BROKER
SOLD ¢ $960,000 » FEBRUARY 2007

CORLISS LANDING CONDO
PROVIDENCE - $225,000

UNDER CONTRACT
LISTING & SELLING BROKER

59 BELLEVUE AVENUE
NEWPORT, RI 02840

401.848.5555

WWW.mansions-manors.com




