Safe bike, walk routesto
school are aim of local study

By Michaela Kennedy

A new grassroots effort has
spun into action to create and
encourage safe bicycle riding
and walking on the island. The
group of volunteers, caled Roll-
ing Agenda, is working to define
and fund a study of best land use
for the Jamestown school grounds
and perimeter.

Town Planner Lisa Bryer said
this week that Rolling Agenda
has brought together smaller spe-
cia interest groups and integrated
al goas for best land use. Town
funding and support for the study
is slated for discussion at the on
Feb. 12 Town Council meeting.

“The state just hired anew Safe
Routes to School Coordinator,
who is making standards based
on federal guidelines,” Bryer said.
The SRTS coordinator has aready
made a site visit to the island and
reviewed policies and procedures
for setting up a local study with

funding, she added.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation's Fed-
eral Highway Administration, the
SRTS program was created as part
of the Safe, Accountable, Flex-
ible, Efficient Transportation Eg-
uity Act, a Legacy for Users Act
(SAFETEA-LU). Federa funds
up to $612 million between 2005
and 2009 support the movement,
and each state administers the fed-
eral aid money through its depart-
ment of transportation.

Carol Nelson-Lee noted that
the idea of doing a best land-use
study that focused on safe bik-
ing and walking started with a
conversation between a group of
parents. “Wouldn't it be cool if
the kids could ride their bikes to
their sports practices,” she said.
Nelson-Lee also noted that the
school grounds and perimeter
study would include the rectangle

Chamber music concert Sunday

The Redwood Library and Athenaeum will host a concert featuring
Janara Khassenova on piano and violinist Arman Mourzagaliev on Sun-
day, Feb. 11, at 2:30 p.m. inthe library at 50 Bellevue Ave. in Newport.

Included in the program will be Robert Schumann’s Sonatafor Violin
and Piano in A Minor, opus 105, and Felix Mendelssohn’s Sonata in F
Major for Violin and Pianoforte.

Because this concert is co-sponsored by the Redwood library, Larry
Brown Piano Services, and Jessica Hagen Fine Art and Design, it isfree
and open to the public.

A National Historic Landmark, the Redwood is the oldest lending
library in the U. S. An independent circulating/research library and mu-
seum, the Redwood remains true to its 1747 mission of making knowl-
edge and useful learning as lasting and widespread as possible. For more
information, call 847-0295, ext. 111.
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“Seaworthy Fare”

The ‘Gheers’of Jamestown
Meet your friends here for lunch or dinner!
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Home Made Soups Daily! 4
Prime Rib Friday & Saturday after 5:30 “:i,
40 Narragansett Avenue + 423-1020 E
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“Thank you for your impeccable

service, knowledge and professionalism.
The way you handled the recent

gas leak at our restaurant was .
outstanding. You fixed a potentially |
disasterous situation quickly,

efficiently and brought my entire \
propane system up to code.

I am impressed and grateful.”

— Chuck Masso

Chopmist Charlie’s Restaurant
Buckley

Become a Buckley Heating Heating & Cooling
& Cooling propane customer

and we’ll replace your old

La

COMFORT. RELIABILITY. SOLUTIONS.

tank for a new one and give 1632 Kingstown Road 307 Oliphant Lane
you 25 gallons absolutely free. Peace Dale, RI 02879 | Middletown, RI 02842
401-789-9711 401-847-4090

Win07pro www.buck|eyhc.com

of land from Arnold Street, Mel-
rose, Lawn and Watson avenues
“where the schools, playing fields
and forests are.”

The study is not cheap, and
fund-raising efforts with a tar-
get of $30,000 are underway.
BankNewport has stepped for-
ward and pledged $5,000 toward
the project, Bryer said.

In addition to providing safe
routes for children walking and
biking to school, goals of the proj-
ect include improved fields for
gym classes and sport teams, and
a playground for Lawn Avenue
School. Rolling Agendahopesthat
better car and bus flow, and more
parking around the school build-
ings will improve the morning
and afternoon school commute for
parents, children, and school staff,
Nelson-L ee noted.

The group has organized sev-
eral bike and walk to school days
and conducted traffic audits, Nel-
son-L ee pointed out.

Rolling Agenda is working
together with leaders from the
Jamestown Soccer A ssociation, the
Jamestown Baseball Association,
representatives from the School
Committee and Town Council, the
planning office and the recreation
department. “We are pleased to
have such high-caliber volunteers
who know the island and are ex-
perienced in accomplishing big
projects,” Nelson-Lee wrote in a
memorandum to the council.

For more information about the
project, contact the Planning Of-
fice at 423-7210. An overview of
the SRTS program can be found
at http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saf -
eroutes.
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Friday, Feb. 16th - 9pm  Saturday, Feb. 17th -9pm
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Sunday, Feb. 18th - 9pm

Bruce Jacques ..o

Bruce sings a mix of songs everyone knows

by heart from the sixties to today's top hits.

A must see Winter Festival event!

Tuesday, Feb. 20th - 8pm ~ Wednesday, Feb. 21st - 9pm

Karaoke Contest | Martini Contest

* Sing your favorite song * Watch the best bartenders in
Win great prizes! Rl show you how it’s done!
Sponsored by Kahlual! Sponsored by Pernot Ricard

" Open Daily 10am-1am - Located at the Base of the Newport Bridge |
Must be 18+ to enter - 401-849-5000 - www.newportgrand.com

Gardner’sWharf Seafood
OPEN YEAR ROUND

Live Lobsters ~ Fresh Fish ~ Shellfish

GARDNIR'S WHARF

e %b Retail « Located in Historic Wickford Village
EAFD
170 Main St., Wickford, (next to town Dock) 401-295-4600
1] Monday - Saturday 9 am - 6 pm ¢ Sunday 9 am - 5 pm
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TICKETS OR BUTTONS AVAILABLE BY CMLINE 401 847-7666



