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Uttley selected to boys soccer All-American team

By Adrienne Downing

For one month in the summer,
North Kingstown High School ju-
nior Brett Uttley may be found re-
laxing on the beach in Jamestown.
After that month is over, Uttley is
back to business, perfecting his
All-American soccer game.

Uttely was one of only 72 boys
high school soccer players named
to the National Soccer Coaches
Association of AmericaAll-Amer-
ican team in 2006. The award is
even more prestigious considering
that only 15 of those 72 players
were underclassmen.

Not only was Uttely key to the
Skippers undefeated regular sea-
son in the fall, but he also plays
with the Olympic development

team, a premier soccer club, works
with a strength coach, and volun-
teers with various youth sports
programs, keeping him busy al-
most all year long.

It is not surprising that soccer
plays such an important role for
him because he does not remem-
ber atime in his life when he did
not play soccer.

“1 have been playing soccer al-
most since | started walking,” Ut-
tley explained. “| started early be-
cause my sister played, and | used
to go out and kick the ball around
the yard. | don't ever remember a
time when | didn't have a ball at
my feet.”

His mom, Jean, concurs, add-
ing, “Ball was his first word and
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Congratulations Wendy Rafferty!
We are all so proud of the hardwork you
have put in and the progress you have made!
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Brett Uttley shows off his outstanding foot skills as he gets the ball
by a Bishop Hendricken defender.

he had the littlest cleats that | have
ever seen.”

Stories abound about his early
career, but the one most memo-
rable to his father, Fred, happened
when he was 7-years-old.

“l took a soccer class with a
URI coach, and he recommended
some tapes for me to watch. My
kids liked the tapes, so they would
find them and watch them. | was
watching them and trying to teach
Brett, and | couldn’t do one of the
moves,” his father explained. “He
told me, ‘Dad, thisis how you do
it, and not an hour later, he was
showing me how to do the move.”

The story has an interesting
twist to it because the coach that
recommended those tapes to Fred
Uttley was Michael Bradley, fa-
ther of North Kingstown’slast All-
American, Mike Bradley.

“After that, buying tapes for
him became a tradition. | will buy
him a tape, and he will go off and
watch it and then you will see him
out in the yard practicing some-
thing on it for hours,” Fred Uttley
said.

Brett's practice ethic is not lim-
ited to tape watching, either. He
hasbeen known to stay after games
and practice for hours. After one
particular practice, he stayed for
two hours working on a shot that
he deemed |ess than perfect.

“We stayed out there and he
took shot after shot until he was
happy with it, and then he hit that
shot in the next game against Bish-
op Hendricken, and it was amaz-
ing to watch,” his dad explained.

That shot was one of 15 that
went in the net for Uttley during
the Skippers season, along with
his 15 assists.

A rare combination of a hum-
ble attitude off the field and killer
instincts on the field have earned
him praise among his coaches and
teammates alike.

He was recently selected as the
Gatorade Rhode Island Boys' Soc-
cer Player of the Year and earned
possibly the highest honor that an
athlete can gain, praise from ari-
val high school coach.

“Brett is just the greatest kid
you would ever want to meet. He
is humble. He works hard, and
he is very talented,” Uttley’s own
coach, Kyle Froberg, said.

With as many accolades as he
has earned on the soccer field, itis
surprising to learn that until very
recently, soccer was not his only
sport.

Baseball, basketball and golf
were al sports that he had played
at some point, but after he consult-
ed those close to him, he decided
that in order to take his soccer
game to the next level he would
concentrate solely on soccer, much

to his grandfather, Kenny Uttley’s,
chagrin.

“My grandparents play a big
part in everything | do. My grand-
pa Kenny's sport is baseball, and
he will still open up the baseball
pages and look at me and say that
he doesn't see my name there”
Uttley explained. “He and my
grandma are always there for me,
though. He just likes to give me a
hard time.”

The Uttley family should have
plenty to cheer about this fal,
when Uttley, in his second year
as team captain, looks to avenge
a first-round playoff loss to Bar-
rington.

“To tell the truth, | am till
not over it. It's tough,” Uttley ex-
plained. “But we have a young
team, and | know that we learned
from that game and will come
back ready to play next year.”

A strong family support system
helped him work through his feel-
ings about the loss, but his parents
said that it was just another exam-
ple of the kind of character Brett
has.

“There were no words to con-
sole him after something like that.
We just gave him lots of hugs and
support and took our cues from
him,” his mom said.

“Hewasdevastated, but the next
day his good friend, who plays for
LaSdle, was playing Portsmouth
and he wanted to go. Most kids
would have stayed home, but Brett
caled his friend and told him to
play the best game he could, and
he went out and cheered for him,”
his dad added.

It is not surprising that he of-
fered words of encouragement to
his friend because assists are his
favorite part of the game.

“1 really like to set up people
to have them score,” he said. “ |
would rather do that than take the
ball in myself most of thetime.”

Sometimes words like these
ring hollow from storied athletes,
but in Uttley’s case he practices
what he says.

“Heisagreat, kind, caring kid.
Itisnot al about him and he hasa
lot of compassion,” his mom said.
“That means more to me than any
soccer award he could win.”

Many people will be watch-
ing Brett Uttley in the next year,
including severa Division | uni-
versities, but don't expect him to
change from al the attention.

“l will just let my playing do
thetalking,” he said.

Sailing scholar ship applications available

The Jamestown Yacht Club is accepting applications for the Joshua
Wadsworth Leonard Memoria Sailing Scholarship
The grant is awarded to a child between the ages of 8 and 14 for the
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Our dedicated professionals are ready to
take care of all your propane needs

Be one of the first 50 people to open a
new account and receive free propane!

Call today to speak with one of our account representatives
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purpose of education or training related to nautical avocations. Applica-
tion forms and instruction can be found at www.jyc.org, under “down-
load forms.” Applications need to be postmarked by March 31
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| General Consulting for Individuals & Small Businesses

> degunk your computer for better performance.

> build or help you build web pages and qul them on the infernet.
= > help you learn how to use Microsoft™ Windows and Windows programs
- > provide scanning services and digital ghotogruphy and show you how.

L > create custom programs for Microsoft M Windows Environment.
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