Awesome kids
The Lawn Avenue school recently named the Awesome
Students of the month. Front row: Kelsey Coleman, and

Matthew Bour; back row: Rachel Warner and Molly Tiexiera.
Photo by Andrea von Hohenleiten

Jamestown police officers
complete management course

Sgt. Keith Woodbine and acting
Sgt. Joel Pinocci of the Jamestown
Police Department have finished
management training.

They were recognized by the
Justice System Training and Re-
search Institute at Roger Williams
University, in partnership with
the New England Association of
Chiefs of Police, for successfully
completing the “Command Train-
ing Series: First Line Supervisor
Course.” The two-week compre-
hensive program for police super-

visory personnel ran from Jan. 22
to Feb. 2.

The coursework addressed con-
temporary concepts of manage-
ment and |eadership relevant to the
responsihilities of first line super-
visorsin amodern criminal justice
agency. The program covered top-
ics that included operational lead-
ership and management principles,
problem-solving,  organizational
andinterpersonal communications,
labor relations, disciplinary issues,
and ethical decision making.

St. Michael’s Country Day school
announces fall 2006 honor roll

The following Jamestown stu-
dents were named to the fall term
2006 honor roll at St. Michael’s
Country Day School:

Headmaster's Honors:
Grade 8: Emily Klochkoff,

Senior center
scholarship available

The Jamestown Senior Citizens
Association plans to award a $500
scholarship to any island resident
who plans to pursue a career in
health care or health care related
field.

Applications are available at
the Senior Center, 6 West St., or by
calling Charlotte at 423-1026.

The deadline for complete ap-
plicationsisApril 15.
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Meredith Lussier-Schenck, and
Amanda Thran. Effort Honors:
Liam O’ Farrell.

Grade 7: Fergus O'Farrell. Ef-
fort Honors: Tyler Thran.
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By Michaela Kennedy

On Feb. 14, the Rhode Island
Department of Education began
posting the Information Works!
2007 reports on public schools
online. The reports are based on
results of the 2006-2007 School
Accountability for Learning and
Teaching (SALT) surveys taken
by staff, students and parents in
the district and statewide last No-
vember.

As of this week, only reports
on Melrose Avenue School are
available for the Jamestown dis-
trict. Resultsfor Lawn Avenue and
North Kingstown High School are
not yet published. Initial reports
posted include data from the an-
nual SALT survey on school cli-
mate and on parental and family
involvement. In addition, reports
drawn from the survey of students
about health risks is available for
viewing.

At the Melrose Avenue School,
teacher and parent communica-
tion efforts scored high overall,
with well over 85 percent of both
groups reporting satisfaction with
parent-teacher contact. Feedback
from educators regarding support
for research and preparation in
standards-based instruction scored
much lower, less than 45 percent.
Students reporting on  overal
school climate, including teacher
support and positive commitment
and interaction, showed satisfac-
tion over 90 percent.

Information Works!, a joint
project of the Rhode Island De-
partment of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education and the National
Center on Public Education and
Sacial Policy, at the University of
Rhode Island, collects reports on
public schools and school districts
across the state. The program, now
in its tenth year, also produces
a detailed state report that con-
tains data on assessments, school
finances, and other aspects of in-
struction and school climate.

The goal of the SALT survey,
known nationally as the High
Performance Learning Communi-
ties (HiPlaces) Assessment, is to
provide schools with reliable and
systematic information for use in
planning and monitoring school
improvement efforts.

Critics of the survey complain
that results do not accurately re-
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M elr ose Avenue school scores
are posted in SALT survey

flect a true snapshot of a school’s
atmosphere and take up too much
learning time. Some parents, who
prefer to remain anonymous, re-
port that their children claim to
fake answers on the survey. Some
staff and community members say
that not a high enough percentage
of educators or parents make time
to complete the survey.
Nevertheless, 60 minutes of
classroom time on an average is
dedicated for students to complete
the survey in a given academic
year, according to educators who
administer theinquiry. Admittedly,
students cannot be closely moni-
tored to ensure honest answers. A
handful of student surveysare cho-
sen randomly in each classroom,
however, and monitoring teachers
fill out ashort questionnaire on the
integrity level of the chosen stu-
dents completing the assessment.
The random check is one way to
eva uate the potential for accurate
reporting, according to the depart-

ment of education. Another way
to encourage accuracy is through
communication between staff, stu-
dents, parents, and the community
in general. A survey tool dedicated
to school improvement is better
than no tool at al, proponents say.

Over the next few months,
more sections will be added to the
school reports, including informa-
tion about the statewide assess-
ments, school finances, attendance
and dropout rates, suspensions,
and teacher qualifications. State-
wide tables, including the com-
plete list of school-performance
classifications, and district-level
reports, will also be posted. The
department of education expects
to have all reports online by June
2007, when the state report will be
published in booklet form.

For more information about the
SALT survey and access to dis-
trict reports, visit the Information
Works! Web site online at www.
infoworks.ride.uri.edu.

Annual Spay Day drawing near

Cat spraying the furniture? Dog looking for the love of his life de-
spite the leash law? The Humane Society of Jamestown has a solution

— the annual Spay Day drawing.

This drawing will enable several lucky winners to have their pets
spayed or neutered at no cost. Entry forms and boxes have been placed
around town in local businesses and public buildings. The drawing will

take place on March 3.

Since 1973, the Humane Society of Jamestown has assisted with the

atering of over 1,000 animals.
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