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Planner s examine a new commercial building proposal

By Michaela Kennedy

The Planning Commission of-
fered advice and opinions on ama-
jor land devel opment project being
proposed for the southeast corner
of Howland and Narragansett Av-
enues at their March 21 meeting.

William Burgin, the architect
representing property owners Al-
lan and Nancy Randall, showed
a rendering of the existing house
on Narragansett Avenue moved to
the back of thelot facing Howland
Avenue, and anew building facing
Narragansett Avenue. Burgin also
showed afloor plan with a covered
porch and two first floor units, or
one large unit. The second floor
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would also be offices.

The ordinance requires amixed
use variance.

John Murphy, attorney for the
Randalls, noted that the ordinance
calls for a zero-foot setback. Mur-
phy clarified there would be a
mixed use on the property, “but
not in the new building, which will
beasingle use”

Commissioner Richard Ven-
trone complained that the size of
the building did not “fit within the
character of the town now.” Here-
ferred to the comprehensive plan
that calls for compatibility with
the downtown village character.
Girard agreed that the design was
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too large for the area.

Commissioner Jean Brown
defended the design, and called
Randal’s work “impeccable.”
Commissioner Michael White also
favored the design.

Commissioner Barry Holland
praised the applicant for making
best use of the lot by designing the
largest building possible. “It’s got
some square footage. So what? It's
a downtown business,” he added.

Commissioner Victor Calabret-
ta complimented the commercial
building design, calling it “a fine
additionto thetown.” Hecalled for
a resolution to the parking prob-
lem in the plan, however, which
showed fewer parking spaces than
required by the ordinance. Caa-
bretta asked if a financial burden
would result if the building size
were scaled back.

Burgin reminded the board that
he did not go to the maximum
building size alowed by ordi-
nance. “In the long run, we' ve got
virtually no space for business ex-
pansion. Certainly you could build
amuch smaller building with more
parking spaces, but isit best use?’
Burgin said.

Commissioner Betty Hub-
bard told the group that when the

ordinance was changed in 1995,
the zero-foot setback was left in
the document. “The first thing we
talked about was that we wanted
a pedestrian-friendly design,” she
said.

Randall stood up to explain his
plan to move the residential house
over to the residential road, and
position the commercial building
on the main road. “Maybe it's a
change the downtown is ready for.
Sure, it was nice to sit there when
the horses went by. But we have a
very busy downtown nowadays,”
he said.

Girard noted that the commis-
sion works with the community
plan, and all were considering
what was best for the town. “It's
a critical time for Jamestown,” he
said. Murphy said it was “some-
what wrong” to interpret the com-
munity plan as “against big.”

In other business, the Plan-
ning Commission reviewed a draft
which will be used to advertise for
consultants interested in develop-
ing commercial district design
guidelines.

According to the request, the
chosen consultant will help the
town with a general update of the
zoning ordinance, development of

Women’s Club scholar ships offered

The Jamestown Women’s Club
is accepting applications for two,
$500 annual scholarships. The
scholarships will be awarded to
two Jamestown senior high school
students who are planning to fur-
ther their education.

Scholarship applications are
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available at the library and should
be returned to Jamestown Wom-
en's Club, PO Box 412, James-
town, RI 02835, before the May
12 deadline.

The cost of a fire tanker, as
recommended in the budget pro-
posal for the year to start July 1, is
$190,000. The tanker is expected
to be acquired through a five-year
lease purchase with interest costs
projected to total $22,200. The an-
nual cost was listed incorrectly in
the Jamestown Press March 15.
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architectural guidelines to be ap-
plied to the downtown commercial
districts, and review of applica
tionsin the commercial and public
districts.

Town Planner Lisa Bryer asked
the planners for overall comments
on the proposal. She noted that
Town Solicitor Peter Ruggiero
suggested atime frame beincluded
for the selection and for the work.
She also said the person making
the decision, and the name of the
person interviewing the applicants
should be included in the request.
Commission Chairman Gary Gi-
rard stressed the importance of a
timeline for the work.

“It's critical that we get out of
it what we want to get out of it”
Bryer said.

Thesecond meeting next month,
April 18, has been cancelled.

MurrHy's Law

"Political people are adroit at
arguing that anything and everything
that happens, or does not happen,
demonstrates the wisdom of whatever
they want."

— George E Will
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Then again, the most revered persons
in this nation's history were "political
people." And the ability castigated
by George Will is sometimes called
leadership.
[ XX ]

Will does, however, make a good
point in reminding us that a person's
First Amendment Right to unlimited
political expression is abridged by
limits on the money necessary for
political communication in the same
way a person's right to travel would
be abridged by a law restricting
the amount a person can spend on
gasoline or plane tickets.
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