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Budget talksfail to draw interest from residents

By Dotti Farrington

Town Administrator Bruce
Keiser presented his 2007-08 bud-
get plan to small audiences, most-
ly town workers, at threerelatively
short Town Council workshops,
totaling not quite five hours, earli-
er this month. A mid-April session
for council adoption of the budget
is due to be scheduled.

Some town and school leaders
discussed details about their de-
partment needs, with no apparent
pressure to defend their requests.
Only one resident spoke briefly.

Internal praise

The five councilors, with only
two members missing one session
each, mostly repeated the praise
that Keiser heaped on his workers,
and the councilors in turn praised
Keiser and Finance Director Chris-
tina Collins for good news about
town finances.

The three councilors at the
workshop on school needs also

praised school leaders for the
sparse budget they proposed, and
spent a little time discussing long
term changes in the local school
system with declining enroll-
ments.

The only citizen opinion was
expressed by Sav Rebecchi aresi-
dent of the Jamestown Shoresarea,
who worried about Keiser's plan
to delete the usual appropriation of
$100,000 from the water resources
protection account. Councilors
also were uneasy about the dele-
tion to interrupt the annual alot-
ment for that account, while saying
they understood that the proposed
bond for $3 million for farmland
preservation was the influencing
factor. Some councilors wanted
to budget at least $50,000 for the
water resources account and asked
Keiser to compile a report about
the history of the account.

Keiser said in an interview that
he talked by phone to each coun-

cilor and believed they gave him a
consensus in favor of the farmland
fund.

School position

Cathy Kaiser, chairman of the
School Committee, introduced
the education spending request,
by saying, “The cost of sustaining
high-performing schools remains
the greatest challenge facing the
school committee. This challenge
hasintensified with the descending
tax cap and the continuing lack of
state funding for mandates and de-
partmental regulations.”

She continued, “Working with-
in these constraints, we continueto
focus on supporting and improving
programming in Jamestown. Last
spring the school committee sur-
veyed parents to gather feedback
and insights on our schools. There
emerged two clear directives. in-
crease the rigor of academics and
keep the middle grades in their
community school.”

Kaiser said the response for
increased rigor is budgeting “for
two strategic part-time additions: a
literacy coach and a math coach.”
She pointed out, “We have elimi-
nated the position of dean of stu-
dents and we continue to reduce
our teaching staff in response to
lower enrollment. The school
committee has closed seven class-
rooms, in grades one to seven, dur-
ing the past six years. An eighth
classroom will closein thefall and
we will moveto a‘looping’ model
ingrades 7 and 8.”

The school committee chair-
woman aso advised the council
that “to ensure strong administra-
tive leadership at both schools, the
school committee this summer en-
dorsed an administrative structure
with a part-time superintendent
at the top and site-based manage-
ment at the two schools provided
by a K-8 principal and assistant-
principal.” She reported, the new
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JAMESTOWN 53 STEAMBOAT STREET
2 bed, 1 bath ranch in private Jamestown Shores.
Replacement windows, expandable, open & airy,
nice flow. This could be your summer home or year
round residence. $362,000.
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BEAVERTAIL

32 Bayberry Road

Immaculate and exciting, this
custom-built home offers light
and warmth. Awesome Beaver-
tail waterviews. Close beach
access. Peace and quiet. 3 bed-
rooms, 2 decks, 2.5 baths. Hard-
woods. 2 car garage. Like new!
Move in now! $849,000.
862-3568 or 741-1999
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Artistic home w/many recent updates. Light,
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Exceptional Location!

Contemporary Walcott Ave home! 7
rooms, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths on nearly

) Ejoy Beautiful Sunsets!

Great investment, move-in condition, 2
story 7 room home. Large guest quaters,

structure “has required al mem-
bers of the administrative team
to assume responsibilities beyond
their traditional job descriptions
and the change has been possible
only because of their flexibility
and ongoing commitment to pro-
viding quality education in James-
town.*

Councilors took special note of
the comment about staff flexibil-
ity and they said they and towns-
people appreciate their dedication
to the schools and students, with
mindfulness about costs.

Kaiser also reported that school
officials “continue to evaluate
how best to make optimal use of
our human resources and build-
ings. This could mean using part
of one building for an alternative
purpose. Currently we are explor-
ing the possibility of leasing space
at Lawn (School) to an interested
outside special education pro-
gram.”

She concluded with an em-
phasis that the school committee
adopted the school budget unani-
mously.

Legal Notice

JAMESTOWN SCHOOL
COMMITTEE MEETING
April 5, 2007
Executive Session 6:00 p.m.
RIGL 42-46-5: Exception 2,
Collective Bargaining Discussion
7:00 p.m. Workshop
Lawn Library
AGENDA
|.Pledge of Allegiance
I.Call to Order and Roll Call
[[I.Public Forum
IV.Consent Agenda
1.Personnel
a. Retirement Action
b. Resignation Action
V. Information, Proposals and Action
Items
1.Pathways Presentation
2.School Budget — Final Vote
3.School Calendar 2007-2008-pos-
sible vote
4.SORICO- Strategic Planning Draft
5.Legislative Update
6.Food Service Bids-possible vote
VI.Public Forum
VIl.Adjournment

Upcoming Meetings:

April 26, 2007: Business Meeting at
7 p.m. in Lawn Library

May 3, 2007: Workshop Meeting at
7 p.m. in Lawn Library

Any agenda changes will be posted
at least 48 hours prior to the meet-
ing. Individuals requesting interpreter
services for the hearing impaired must
call 423-7020 forty-eight (48) hours in
advance of the meeting date.

2 acre wooded lot! Huge master with
sitting area, whirlpool bath and pri-
vate deck. Walls of windows lead to
expansive screened porch. Walk to
town and waterfront. Don't miss out!
Call Linda today... 401 578-0011
Offered at $749,000.

generous 4 season room. Inviting double
deck, private fenced yard with shed,
family neighborhood. Boating and fun
in the sun. Beautiful sunsets and seasonal
waterviews. Short stroll to the beach!
Offered at $399,000.

Call Arlene. 401451-8118

Charming 1456 sq ft, 2 bedroom cape w/
3 bedroom ISDS. Bordered on 3 sides by
wooded lots. Front to back living room
w/vaulted ceiling. Expandable space
in wak out basement with windows
and patio! Perennia gardens, spacious|
kitchen with sliders to deck. Dead end

spacious&airy. Smart interior with new
Thomasville kitchen,stainless steel appliances.
Flexible floor plan with over 2300 sg.,ft. and
a large two-car garage! Private patios, pretty
gardens, mahogany deck. Immaculate & “like
new” condition. Stone's throw to nearby beach.
Catch the sunsets over the Bay! New Price

Robert B. Power
Superintendent

street! $397,000. Call Linda Today.

$579,000. Call Allie! 401-952-2666

9 Bow Street ( off Seaside)

Motivated Seller...up to $5000 toward
closing costd Great over 2500 sq ft
Colonial w/3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths,
family room, office space, island
kitchen w/ corian and lovely breakfast
area. Fireplaced living room, Master
w/private bath & Walk-in. Storage
shed. 4 years young! Beautifully
maintained! Offered at $559,000...
call Linda today! 401-578-0011

Village Location

2,335 sq.ft., 4 bedroom home on near-
ly 1/4 acre corner lot. Great opportu-
nity for a handy person as this stately
home could use some TLC! Easy
walk to town, restaurants, marina,
etc. Oil heat, hedged yard...call today!
Offered at $559,000... Call Linda.
401-578-0011

Prestigious Bayview Condominiums!
Jamestown'’s prestigous Bayview Condominiums
offers the convenience of being walking distance
to the wonderful experience that Jamestown can
be!  Unobstructed views to the Bay, Newport
Bridge and Marina from this beautifully
renovated unit!  Unique features of the condo
include the amazing 58' ft long Gazebo porch,
a private elevator, a private entrance and an
exceptional 370 sq ft storage unit... bring your
kayaks... you'll have room to store them just
a stones throw from the water!!!! Offered @
$1,050,000. Call Linda...401 578-0011

Full of Charm

Newport sittin’ pretty, clean &
appealing. Bright open living with
4Beds, 2.5 Baths, master suite on
first level with Cathedrals. Oak hard-
woods, complete new kitchen, tile
floors. Handicap access, wide doors
& wak in shower, contributes to
comfort. Wrap deck & fenced yard.
New Price. Offered at $419,000
CaLL ARLENE. 401-451-8118

THRIFTY
OIL

24 Hour Burner Service
Call for appointment

CALL FOR
OUR LOWEST
PRICE

We Now Accept Visa
and MasterCard

CALL 1-800-276-3835

RI Petroleum Dealer License #83




