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Beachfront home is a summertime nightmare

By Sam Bari

Bob Vickers is tired of remov-
ing trash and cleaning up after
fishermen who dispose of every-
thing from nests of tangled fishing
line to soiled baby diapers on his
Seaside Drive property.

Vicker’'s homeisthefirst house
north of the Jamestown Bridge. In
1992, heand hiswifemoved inand
have since had a daughter. “Every
summer has been a nightmare,
particularly on the weekends,”
Vickers said. “All week long
fishermen come down through
the cleared right-of-way by the
bridge and fish on the shore. But
they don't stay by the bridge. They
walk the shoreline to the back of
my property, then walk up the path
and onto my land, which is well
above the high water mark. Here,
they leave their trash. Thisgoeson
all week long, and it’s three times
as bad on weekends. Since the old
bridge has been torn down and the
brush is cleared away, they have
easier accessto my land. Thetrash
is an eyesore, attracts vermin, and
it smells,” he added.

Over the years, Vickers has
had property stolen and fishermen
have used hislawn furniture asif it
were theirs. They have left empty
and broken beer bottles and other
debris, and he constantly has to
clean up the mess after they throw
parties at his expense. He said that
they are occasionally noisy and
stay all night long.

When asked if he ever tried to
establish dialogue with the offend-
ers, hesaid “yes.” He also said that
language was often a problem, be-
cause most of them don't speak
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Bob Vickers stands beside a nest of fishing line, debris and
garbage left by late night anglers at the back of his property on

Seaside Drive.

English. Occasionally he found
someone who seemed to under-
stand what he was saying. He said
that they were polite and appeared
to listen. “When | told them that
they are leaving a mess and that
| have to constantly clean up af-
ter them, one of the men said he
would tell everybody, but the next
morning nothing had changed. It
was worse than the night before.”
he said.

Vickers said that on one occa-
sion hiswifewalked down the path
on his property that goes to the
water, and found a man defecating
at the side of the walkway. “She
hasn’'t gone down there by herself
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in the evening since,” he said.

He said that he hasn’t called the
police about the problem in some
time. “There isn't much they can
do unless they catch them littering
and trespassing. As soon as a pa-
trol car arrives, they'll just move
afew feet down to the shore. It'sa
very difficult situation,” he said.

He also said that he believes
that the ocean and shoreline should
be accessible to everybody, but he
doesn’'t believe that people who
own seaside property should be
victimized by those who abuse the
privilege.

Vickersis not the only property
owner with aproblem in that area.

He said that the owner of the first
house south of the bridge suffered
from the same fate. The owners of
that house are summer residents
and were not available for com-
ment.

According to Police Lieuten-
ant William Donovan, this is not
an isolated problem. To improve
the situation at the town-owned
wooden pier at East Ferry, addi-
tional trash receptacles have been
put in place and the restrooms at
the Community Center have been
opened around the clock. The po-
lice have also put extra patrols in
the area. However, “they can't
camp out at everybody's house
that has a problem and hope to
catch some off island fisherman

trespassing or littering,” Donovan
said. “When the problem becomes
untenable, people should call and
let us know,” the lieutenant added.
“I'm going to call Mr. Vickersin
the next few daysand talk tohimto
see if we can help him. He'sright.
Nobody should have to be victim-
ized by people who areinconsider-
ate. Trespassing is against the law
and should be dealt with appropri-
ately. We get calls from people all
over the island about this problem,
but when it's after the fact, there
isn't much we can do, especialy
after the perpetrators have left the
area. If residents see people be-
having irresponsibly, they should
call us so we can take appropriate
action,” Donovan said.

Scout project complete

Eagle Scout Zack Volpe stands in front of his final scouting
project, a two-tier kayak rack for Fort Getty. Volpe designed
the rack with his father Dave and solicited the help of friends.
Anyone wishing to rent space on the rack can call Harbor
Clerk Paula Swistak at 423- 6272 for details.
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COASTAL LIVING

ONAROCK
JAMESTOWN

JACKIE PERRETT, BUYER’S BROKER

SHEFFIELD COVE COTTAGE

$2,695,000

UNDER CONTRACT
GLORIA KURZ, LISTING BROKER

COLLINS CONTEMPORARY
$825,000

ISLAND REALTY, LISTING FIRM

UNDER CONTRACT
GLORIA KURZ, BUYER’S BROKER

i ik

ROGERS HOUSE
NEWPORT - $809,00

UNDER CONTRACT
JACKIE PERRETT, LISTING BROKER

WEST REACH COLONIAL
JAMESTOWN

BEAVERTAIL BEAUTY
JAMESTOWN

SOLD - $769,000
GREER BEECROFT, LISTING AGENT

SOLD - $610,000
GLORIA KURZ, LISTING & BUYER’'S BROKER

BUCOLIC BUILDING SITE
$399,500

UNDER CONTRACT
JACKIE PERRETT, LISTING BROKER

7 FERRY WHARF
JAMESTOWN, RI 02835

401.423.7000

www.mans
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Mansions
LManors.

MAKING DREAMS COME TRUE...ONE HOME AT A TIME

59 BELLEVUE AVENUE
NEWPORT, RI 02840

401.848.5555

1ons-manors.com




