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Lacrosse team ready for Barrington rematch
By Adrienne Downing

Sydney Ferguson, a North 
Kingstown High School junior 
and Jamestown resident, seemed 
like she had the power to score at 
will against Lincoln on April 26. 
Ferguson scored four goals against 
the Lions in the 15-7 Skipper win 
at home and was poised to score 
one more as time ran out.

“Sydney has great attack skills 
and she really likes to score goals,” 
coach Keith Higgins said. “She is 
a real team player.”

The Skippers scored three 
goals, including one by Fergu-
son, within the fi rst fi ve minutes 
of the game and the Lions looked 
stunned as they found themselves 
in a 5-0 hole before they could put 
any points on the board.

Goalie Meaghan Hitt, also from 
Jamestown, did not allow a goal 
for the fi rst 20 minutes of the game 
and helped her team to take a 7-3 
advantage into halftime.

“Meaghan has improved tre-
mendously this year. She is a solid 
starting goaltender and she does 
whatever she can for the team,” 
Higgins said.

Islander Ashley Smith aided in 
the defensive effort, and made sure 
that Lincoln never held a lead in 
the contest.

“She is a great low defense 
player,” the coach said, adding, 
“She is extremely fast and always 
gives 100 percent.”

Smith played on the junior 
varsity team last year and points 
out the difference in the team this 
year.

“This year the team has changed 

mentality a lot. We are more dedi-
cated this year and all the girls on 
the team have the same goals,” 
Smith said. “Everyone is taking it 
a lot more seriously and I’m glad. 
I like it more intense because I am 
a competitive person.”

The Skippers started the sea-
son strong with easy wins over 
Middletown and Portsmouth, but 
met their match against a tough 
Barrington team on April 13. The 
team traveled to Barrington for the 
game and came home with a dis-
appointing 16-4 loss.

Girls’ lacrosse is still in its 
fl edging stages in the Rhode Island 
Interscholastic League, but Hig-
gins said he considers Barrington 
in a league of their own.

“Our main goal this year is to 
beat Barrington, and we have to 
step it up to do that,” Smith said.

Barrington is a likely playoff 
competitor for the Skippers and 
they also have to face them once 
more at home on May 14.

“I know this time when we play 
them we will be much more com-
petitive,” Smith said. “We have 
been working more on game sce-
narios and scrimmaging and have 
moved beyond working on funda-
mental things”

The team is now 5-3 overall and 
4-3 in league play.  Their other two 

losses were a 14-9 loss to LaSalle 
and a 14-11 loss to Prout.

“I feel like after the wins against 
Lincoln and Cranston West we are 
hopefully headed in the right di-
rection,” Higgins said.

Higgins said that one of the 
team’s strengths this season is the 
leadership of the upperclassmen 
and captains Mary Beth McCros-
san, Michelle Souza and Claire 
Lundgren.

The girls also feel the personal 
connection and team chemistry 
they have with each other are key 
to the team’s success.

Although the team was more of-
fensively oriented at the beginning 
of the season, Higgins has made 
some position changes among 
players and the defense is now at 
their strongest point of the year.

“I actually feel like at this point 
we could beat LaSalle we are play-
ing so well,” Smith said.

Smith also plays defense for the 
soccer team and points out how 
that has helped her lacrosse game.

“The positions, the quick feet 
movement and the mentality of 
the game are the same,” she said. 
“Knowing how to play soccer be-
fore I played lacrosse has really 
helped me.”

The team will face Portsmouth 
at home tonight at 7 p.m.

Ali’s Run won its second game 
of the season this past Sunday with 
an exciting 3-2 win over a tough 
and determined Mel’s Café team. 
Strong pitching by John Rafanelli 
with great relief by Nathaniel Vi-
gneault set up the win. In the bot-
tom of the seventh inning, with the 
score tied at 2-2, Rafanelli singled, 
stole second and came home on 
Alessandro Baccari’s game win-
ning single. Earlier in the game, 
strong defensive plays by Will 
Deffl ey, Matt Baptista, Christian 
Tiexeira, and Nathaniel Vigneault 
gave the team its chance to win. 
The team’s next game is this Sun-
day, May 13, at 5 p.m. at Cardine’s 
Field in Newport. Manager Jim 
Bryer is doing a great job with the 
team this year. Come on out and 
root for your team.

Jamestown Baseball News
Jamestown Cal Ripken’s major 

league season is underway. Thus 
far, the records of all three major 
league teams is 1-1. Conanicut 
Marine Dodgers, Jamestown Hard-
ware Red Sox, and Gillis Painting 
Giants are all in a tight race. Catch 
the exciting action every Tues-
day, Thursday, and Friday night 
at the Lawn Avenue fi elds. Also, 
the minor leagues are underway. 
The Central Garage Mets, Baker’s 
Pharmacy Braves, the Jamestown 
Gold Devil Rays, and the House 
of Pizza Tigers (with the cool uni-
forms) are underway and all are 
anticipating an exciting season. 
Next week, we’ll report on those 
amazing Rookie League teams 
and the surprising Instructional 
League teams.

Baccari wins it for Ali’s Run

These Jamestown girls are all smiles after a victory over Lincoln. From left, are, Ashley Smith, 
Meaghan Hitt, Sydney Ferguson and Emily Miniutti.                                       Photo by Adrienne Downing
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