By Donna K. Drago

A new program to stimulate
the minds of gifted students will
beintroduced at the Lawn Avenue
School next year.

Assistant principal Mike Fran-
co gave a report to the school
panel on the program called “ Vir-
tual High School,” which will be
offered to students who can dem-
onstrate a semester-long commit-
ment to the extra work involved.

The program is geared to
“high-achieving, critical think-
ers,” Franco said.

Initially, Franco hoped to at-
tract “six or seven” of the high
achieversto the elective class that
will be offered one period per day.
Franco said there would be an ad-
ditional hour of homework each
night associated with the class.

“It's a lot of responsibility,
with daily and weekly assign-
ments,” Franco said.

Students will be selected for
the program based on teacher
recommendations, report cards
and standardized test scores. Plus
there will be an application essay,

Halley accepts buyout offer

By Donna K. Drago

Dr. James Halley, the embat-
tled head of the North Kingstown
school district will take abuyout of
his remaining contract rather than
pursue a lawsuit against the North
Kingstown School Committee.

The NK school panel, at their
May 3 executive session, voted 4
to 3 to pay Halley the remainder
of his contract, which is up Dec.
31 of this year. Additionally, Hal-
ley will receive healthcare benefits
through June 30, 2008, as well as
accumulated vacation and sick
time.

Jamestown’s liaison to the
North Kingstown School Com-
mittee, William “Bucky” Bren-
nan, said he was not at the closed
session meeting where the vote
took place because the Jamestown
school board was meeting at the
sametime.

Brennan, who has often ex-
pressed frustration with members
of what he calls a*“ dysfunctional”
school panel across the bay, said,
“They should have never gotten to
where they were with the whole
thing.” He added, “They had to
buy him out because the lawsuit
he (Halley) filed would have cost
them a bunch more on top of what
they (the school panel) have di-
rectly cost North Kingstown and
indirectly Jamestown.”

Jamestown school panel chair-
woman Cathy Kaiser said, “| have
had the opportunity to work with
Jm Halley on numerous South
County initiatives aswell asin his
roleasdistrict leader. | respect Jim,
wish him well and thank him for
contributing to the strong founda-
tion from which North Kingstown
can move forward.”

Kaiser said, “Obviously, when-
ever thereistop-level change, one
has to be concerned about a shift
in district priorities or mission.
Jamestown is a stakeholder and as
such we will closely monitor de-
velopments as the NK school dis-
trict regroups.”
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Despite the controversy, Kaiser
added, “We have unwavering faith
in the commitment of the high
school administration and teachers
to continue to deliver high quality
instruction to all NKHS students,”
including those from Jamestown.

Currently, Jamestown sends
213 teens to North Kingstown
High School at a cost of just over
$2 million per year.

Haley had announced some
time ago that he would retire at the
end of hiscontract. Prior to hisres-
ignation, he had been on paid leave
since the NK school committee
learned from the Rhode Island De-
partment of Education that he had
allegedly misspent some $245,000
in special education funds on non-
special education items.

Just last year, Dr. Halley was
named Rhode Island Superinten-
dent of the Year.

Franco added.

The program isavirtual learn-
ing experience, where a teacher,
who can be located anywhere in
the country, teaches one subject to
a “classroom” of about 20 to 25
geographically-diverse students
who have on-line chats with the
teacher and each other.

Franco said there is group
work involved and students who
work as agroup can be located all
over the place.

Once the students are selected
for the program, they will get to-
gether and choose the class from
offerings of about 100 different
options.

“1"dliketo see biology or phys-
ics,” Franco said, but added it will
be up to the kids to decide.

School Committee member Ju-
lia Held asked Franco if there are
really kids “eager to do another
hour of homework each night?’

“Yes,” Franco said about some
of the high achievers he's met at
the school.

Dr. Robert Power, Jamestown'’s
superintendent, said he has been
asked, “What are we doing for the
high end kids,” on many occa-
sions since taking over the helm
|ast year.

“Thisisabsolutely going to tar-
get those kids,” Power said about
the virtual classroom program.

David Dolce, a member of the
school panel, said that the pro-
gram should not be limited to the
smartest students. “This might
be a good thing for average stu-
dents,” Dolce said, adding, “Let’'s

flo™

o 14
40! t h fo()

Waﬂ @&W
Celebrating 35 Years of Business!
Mother’s Day Open House

Saturday, May 12th
@mz@@/
Yera Q)&W
Wrtercolors, QW
& @z/_%wéz/y@

A Mother’s Love Endures Forever

zf/;/y'/z(y/ FHowrs. \/f/wm{g// fé/ym/&fu/@i 9.50 - &, J/)/lc/%r 77-2
17 Narragansett Ave ¢ 401.423.0344 « www.jamestowndesigns.com

Bags

Gra es &
ourmert &

Wesbrieys TS Fri & St W 80 Gusdey Moon 508

!Fm]rl'i'hnﬂ' Jamestown - 4230070 « wwwg

ol #@ﬂﬁ Mothan's l“Lay e

< S5

=] EELEEH TE I'rIC'h'I

Open Longer to Serve Jamestown Better

WO WL WA T
L
=0,
Frm i pcharuded lren OF
Sirrraall Wisher pecedaen

The Jamestown Press/ May 10, 2007 / Page 3

Gifted students at Lawn Avenue School could
benefit from new Virtual High School program

not rule out someone who might

beinspired by this,” type of learn-

ing experience.

Franco said the program will
cost the district $425 per student
and Dr. Power said that it would
be paid for through grants.

In other business, the School
Committee:

* Received three proclamations,
from the Jamestown Town
Council, the Rhode Island
Senate and the state’'s House
of Representatives on Teacher
Appreciation Week, which ends
tomorrow, May 11.

* Heard from Dr. Power that the
two bidders for the food-ser-
vice contract have been asked
to make clarifications to their
bids before the school panel
will make a final decision.
Once clarified, the bids will be
reviewed by the sub-committee,
business manager Maria Alfred,
and Dorothy Brayley of Kids
First.

A vote on the food provider is
expected at the May 17 meeting.
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In Great Britain, and elsewhere,
the interrogation of a criminal
suspect is normally  videotaped,
often with defense counsel present
as an observer. This has the salutary
effect of improving the reliability of
those interrogations, something that
benefits both law enforcement and the
accused.

[ XX J
This practice also has the prophylactic
effect of reducing improper coercion
of suspects. Police investigative
technique improves as a natural result
of preparation for the interrogation.

[ XX ]
A spontaneously uttered confession,
made without interrogation, may be
introduced into evidence, even if not
videotaped.

[ XX ]
"But he's a headed west from the
Cumberland Gap, to Johnson City,
Tennessee." Identify the song in which
that lyric appears, and win a prize.
Send your answer to the email address
below.
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