By Sam Bari

The Jamestown Community
Farm at East Shore Road and the
old Eldridge Avenue opens this
weekend on Saturday, May 26,
from 9 am. to noon. Bob Sutton,
former Jamestown town manager
and co-founder of the farm, will
be on hand to help volunteers get
the planting started for the farm’s
seventh season of growing food to
help the needy.

Sutton said the farm will be
open for volunteers every Satur-
day from 9 am. to noon, and every
Tuesday and Thursday evening
from 5:30 p.m. until sundown
through the month of October.

He said volunteers are asked to
bring sunscreen, a hat and a will-
ingness to help. No experience is
necessary. “There is no minimum
timethat people arerequired or ex-
pected to contribute,” Sutton said.
“If al you can spare is an hour,
then come for an hour. If you want
to stay until we close, that's up to
you. If you can only come once
in awhile, that's okay too. And if
you want to bring a friend or two,
they’ I be more than welcome,” he
added.

We have a “fail-safe” method
for planting seeds that is so easy
“anyone can do it, and it's fun,”
Sutton said.

“The seeding method that we
use to plant green beans, cucum-
bers, and pumpkins, involves a
tool “which we invented” that is
dragged behind a tractor. It makes

A new Seabee
coming Satur day

The Seabee Museum and Memo-
rial Park at Davisville, an organiza-
tionfor retired Seabees, will dedicate
a new replica “Fighting Seabeg” at
10 am. on Saturday, May 26, on the
grounds of the museum.

State officials, as well as retired
and active Seabees are expected to
atend. The ceremony is free and
open to the public.

Vidtors to the six-acre Seabee
Museum and Memorial Park in
North Kingstown will be able to see
the new Seabeeaong with thelarger
replica Seabee that was formerly lo-
cated at the entrance to the Davis-
ville Navy Base.

The Seabee Museum is located
at 21 lafrate Way, North Kingstown,
and Idand X-1 Davisville.
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regular volunteers at the Jamestown Community Farm.

perfectly spaced rows of the cor-
rect depth,” he said.

“Everyone gets a 4-foot length
of pipe,” Sutton explained. “Then
they walk down the row and drop
a seed every few inches. It's that
easy,” he added. “You don't even
have to bend over.”

Some volunteers, like Bob
Rohm, have been involved with
the farm since its beginning.
Rohm, a retired professor of art
at the University of Rhode Island,
lives in Charlestown and comes
to help two or three times a week
throughout the season.

“l love the farm, the activ-
ity, and the purpose,” Rohm said.
“What could possibly be better
than raising food for the needy? It
feeds my soul,” he added.

Maureen Ryall has been afarm
volunteer for three years and she
brings her kids. “We go in the eve-
nings because I'm a teacher and
Saturday’s are kind of busy,” Ryall
said. “I think it's afabul ous oppor-
tunity to get the kids to take part
in community service. It teaches
them the importance of contribut-
ing to the community and helping
those who are less fortunate.”

Ryall said that she has a black
thumb so she thinks it's a positive
way of teaching her children how
things grow. “And the people are
so hice, and good to the kids,” she
added. “Meélissa is 10 and Danny
is 7. Even when Danny was small,
when we first started coming,
everyone was very patient with
him.” Ryall went on to say that
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they have al made new friends
and look forward to going “every
chance we get.”

Sue and Matt Clarke bring the
entire family. “I went by myself
when the farm first started,” Sue
Clarke said. “Then my son, Alex,
asked if he could come along. |
think he was nine at the time. Be-
fore long, my daughter Bethany,
who is now 18, started coming, as
did my husband Matt. They saw
that Alex and | were having such
a good time because we were so
happy when we came home that
they wanted to get involved,” she
added.

“When my nieces come down
from Maine and my parents come
to visit from North Kingstown, we
bring them along and we all farm
together,” Clarke said.

Clarke also said that Alex, who
is now a freshman in high schooal,
even wrote an essay about the
farming experience. Clarke is an
early childhood teacher with the
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Jamestown Community Farm opens this weekend

South County Community Action
Head Start Program and her hus-
band, Matt, is an insurance agent.

“We manage to raise about
12,000 pounds of food on a four-
acre plot of land owned by co-
founder, Peter Ceppi,” Sutton
said.

The farm distributes food to the
Martin Luther King Center in New-
port and the Storehouse in Peace
Dale, which is a food pantry and
meal site on Friday nights. They
also contribute food to two church
food pantries in Charlestown as
well as the Jamestown meal site at
the Grange Hall. The Pemberton
Apartments, a residence for fixed
income and retired seniors, also
benefitsfrom the farm. Additional -
ly, food goes to St. Francis Chapel
and City Ministry in Providence,
and the Poverello Center on Hart-
ford Avenue, a food kitchen and
pantry in the heart of the city

“We have some very loya
people from all over the state who
drive great distances every week-
end to help. Some have been with
us from day one” Sutton said.
“We average about 150 volunteers
ayear. Some come every weekend.
Others just come once in awhile.
Anyway, we manage to plant and
harvest 3.5 acres of vegetables ev-
ery year.”

Murrny's Law

"A man who is good enough to shed his
blood for his country is good enough to
be given a square deal afterwards."

~President Theodore Roosevelt
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In recent testimony before a joint session
of the House and Senate Veterans' Affairs
Committees, the National Commander
of the Disabled American Veterans
called upon the Congress to correct
the funding deficiencies inherent in
the Administration's 2008 budget, so
that the critical needs of our nation's
veterans can be properly met.
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A veteran was denied a disability rating
enhancement where his service-related
hearing impairment affected both ears.
The Federal Circuit Court of Appeals held
that denial was correct, in that the rating
should be the same whether or not the
impairment affected one or both ears.
This approach differs from the enhanced
ratings provided when both legs, both
arms, or both eyes have been impaired.
Despite that inconsistency, the Supreme
Court declined to consider whether the
Circuit Court's ruling was correct.
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Full Summer Hours Begin
Memorial Day Weekend
on Friday morning.
Friday & Saturday 6AM - 10PM;
Sunday - Thursday 6AM - 9PM

3 Ferry Wharf, Jamestown, Rl ¢ 423-3077

Help Spinnakers and
“amillionthanks.org”
celebrate Memorial Day
by dropping off a Thank
You letter to our troops.
Come in any time during
our new summer hours to
submit your letter in our
drop-off box or to see an
example of one.

We've ot whar
you Need for
Memorial Day!

Weber Grills

Weber Parts & Accessories ,

Propane, Charcoal

Picnic Tables
Fishing Gear
Lawn Games, erc.!
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