By Sam Bari

The U.S. Coast Guard, owners
of the Beavertail lighthouse, will
soon transfer ownership of the
facility to the Genera Service Ad-
ministration; then the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Manage-
ment will petition for ownership.

According to the assistant di-
rector of the DEM Larry Mourad-
jian, the town, the DEM, and the
Beavertall Lighthouse Museum
Association (BLMA) will then
enter a three-party agreement that
defines the future use of the prop-
erty. Although a timetable has not
been set for these events to occur,
dialogue from the Coast Guard has
given reason for the BLMA to be-
lieve that ownership will be trans-

ferred after environmental issues
have been addressed and resolved.
One of the concerns was layers of
lead paint that had been used in
years past on the interior of the
building.

Recently, the Coast Guard disal-
lowed use of the caretaker’s quar-
ters for affordable housing, claim-
ing that the only consideration for
tenants was for qualified caretak-
ers. Specifically, in a letter to the
town dated April 11, J. J. Metcalf,
commander of the USCG Civil En-
gineering Unit Providence, based
in Warwick, wrote “we will not be
permitting residential occupancy
at Beavertail Lighthouse since this
type of occupancy is not directly
related to the maintenance of the

Peace event set for Monday

Island Progressives is sponsor-
ing a “peace picnic’ at Brenton
Point State Park, on Ocean Drive,
Newport, this Memorial Day,
May 28, from 1to 6 p.m.

All areinvited to join the group
for this family-friendly commu-
nity-building event. They will
present a “Peace House” display
with in-depth information about
the devastating effects of the Irag
war.

Bring a picnic lunch, meet fel-
low progressives, and help plan
actionsto end the war and change

U.S. foreign policy for the future.
The event is free of charge, and a
rain date has been scheduled for
June 2.

Island Progressives is a chap-
ter of Progressive Democrats of
America (PDA) for residents of
Jamestown and Aquidneck Is-
land. PDA is a national organiza-
tion composed of local grassroots
groups dedicated to reforming the
Democratic Party from within, to
bring it back toitsliberal/progres-
sive roots. For more information,
call Bruce Crabtree at 423-2992.

BAKER’S PHARMACY

“YOUR COMPLETE PHARMACY”

WE're open on Memorial Day!
Monday, May 28
8:30am.to 1 p.m.

WE'll see you at the parade!

423-2800 * 53 Narragansett Avenue * 423-2800

property.”

Metcalf also wrote, “Our goal
under our licensing process is to
work towards appropriate and
safe usage of historic sites, while
attempting to maintain a balance
with the historic characteristics
to which we are al so commit-
ted.” The commander concluded,
“We look forward to our contin-
ued partnership with the town of
Jamestown and to fully executing
the pending license for Beavertail
Lighthouse.”

Mouradjian said that the DEM
does not want the standard of
maintenance to diminish while the
lighthouse is without a caretaker.
He added that “while issues are
being resolved, the DEM will do
what it has always done and make
every effort to work together to get
the job done despite lack of direc-
tion and documentation defining
responsibility.”

Later in the meeting, Mourad-
jian added to the DEM mainte-
nance commitment when Beaver-
tail Acquisition (BAC) Committee
Chairman Varoujan Karentz men-
tioned that the perimeter fence was
in worse repair, by “20-percent,”
than it was at the last meeting in
October of last year. Mouradjian
said that the DEM would take over
responsibility until an official posi-
tion is established and he will ook
into making temporary repairs to
the fence.

He said that this summer when
the tall ships visit Narragansett
Bay, the DEM will make provi-
sionsfor parking and extra person-
nel as needed, particularly for the
“Parade of Sail,” the last weekend
in June. He promised to work with
the town to assure the event goes
smoothly and that visitors will not
be affected by inadequate person-
nel or inferior services.

Additionally, he said that DEM
would look after graffiti that had
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been written and painted on rocks
around the park.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Regional Park Superintendent
Bob Paquette led the discussion
on posting tick signs that included
the Rhode Island Department of
Health telephone number for com-
prehensive information about the
dangers posed by ticks that are a
summertime hazard on the island.
BAC Secretary Felicia Celeberto
also wrote a flyer containing tick
information for distribution to
park visitors.

BAC member Frank Meyer
passed out notebooks to other
committee members  contain-
ing detailed information about
the legal history and standing of
Beavertail State Park. Committee
Chairman Gary Galkin thanked
Meyer for his efforts, saying that
accurate knowledge of the history
isimportant.

Mouradjian said that he would
study the documentation closely
because he felt sure that more in-
formation was available than the
notebooks contained.

Karentz mentioned that a draft
of the BLMA “Master Plan for
the Future” of the lighthouse had
been printed and distributed. He
said that if al goes well and ac-
cording to plan, the approximately
$500,000 in improvements and ex-
pansion projects as outlined in the
document would be implemented
as soon as the state acquires the
facility from the General Service
Administration.

Before adjournment, Chair-
man Galkin personally congratu-
lated Mouradjian on his promotion
to associate director of the state
DEM.

The next meeting of the BAC
and BLMA is scheduled for Octo-
ber 17 at 3 p.m.
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BRIDGE LIQUORS

4%/ Memorial Day Specials!
g Check out these values!
Red HOOK............ooouveerrerenn 12 pack btis.....$10.99
Bud Select................ocee.... 12 pack btis.....$8.99
Mezza Corona & Fish Eye Wines..1.5 ml..$60 Case
Level Vodka....................... 750 mL .....ONLY $24.99

Check Out Our Extensive Selection of Craft Beers

Free Delivery ®* Open 7 Days
Mon. - Sat. * 9am - 10 pm
Sunday * Noon - 6 pm

www.Bridgeliquors.com
848.9200 ¢ 23 Connell Hwy * Newport
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Ce[éﬁmting 35 Years in Business!

Money Market savings accounts |

A rate this good
deserves
to be

framed.

We’re Having a Party!
‘.Fric[ay, Q\/Iay 25th * 4 - 7 p.
Please Join us for Wine & Cheese

To celebrate Friends, Tami[y
and 35 Years of Business

make dreams come true!

BANKNEWPORT.

OceanPoint Financial Partner

Focused on your success!
youl

At 6:00 we will be cfmwing our winners for
fve[yn Rhodes Oil Tainting
Tillian Barber Ceramic Fish

Dori Hirsch Jamestown Bracelet

banknewport.com

* Personal Money Market Savings: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) valid on new accounts opened. 4.85% APY guaranteed through 8/31/2007
on balances of $10,000.00 and over. Rate effective as of 3/28/2007. 1.50% APY for balances of $2,500.00 through $9,999.99.

* Business Money Market Savings: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) valid on new accounts opened. 4.85% APY guaranteed through 8/31/2007 on
balances of $2,500 and over. To earn the stated yield, must open or have a BankNewport Business Checking account.

Personal and Business: Minimum deposit to open is $25.00. A monthly service fee of $10.00 will be imposed if the balance in the account falls
below $2,500.00 any day of the month. To earn the stated guaranteed APY, the balance cannot fall below the required minimum any day of the
month. All other terms and conditions apply. Federal regulations limit certain activity on Money Market Savings accounts, including checkwriting.
Ask a Customer Service Representative for details and other rates. Fees may reduce earnings. Offer may be withdrawn without prior notice.
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