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Triangle garden to honor Will Reynolds

By Dotti Farrington

A sixth grader’s enchantment
with the likes of the Boston Public
Garden has led to plans for James-
town’sfirst public garden.

Inspired by an essay |ast year by
Sydney Keen, 12, now a seventh
grader at Lawn Avenue School, a
triangular garden at High Street
and Conanicus and Walcott Av-
enues is being spearheaded by the
Rotary Club.

The planting of the 50- by 95-
by 100- foot site is set for Satur-
day by volunteers. The garden is
designated a neighborhood traffic
island improvement project to be
named Will’s Rest in memory of
Will Reynolds. Will and his wife
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Sandra, a local teacher, operated
the Secret Garden, a florist shop
on Southwest Avenue, for 13 years
before he became an agricultural
county agent for the University of
Rhode Island Cooperative Exten-
sion Service.

“l wrote the essay soon after
going to Boston. | loved the public
garden there, and later saw one at
the Vineyard. | thought we should
have one in Jamestown,” Sydney
Keen said. “I had a different im-
age than the one for Will’s Rest. |
kind of was thinking of something
like Boston's for maybe Beaver-
tail. | don’t know if it would have
worked,” she noted. “I like the
plan for Will’s Rest,” she added.
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Sydney Keen and Will Reynolds

Liking the Rotary’s project is
an inside job for Sydney— her
mother, Mary Hall Keen, who
does gardening as a hobby, cre-
ated the site plan design for Will’s
Rest. Sydney said the essay about
alocal gardenisher own work and
idea, but with an obviousinfluence
by her mother’s hobby. “She did
just about all the design herself,
but shelet me help, especialy with
my idea for blueberries,” Sydney
reported. She also volunteered that
she was pleased that her parents
gave a “patch of garden” for her
own, where sheis eagerly cultivat-
ing strawberries, and in the wake
of another school project, herbs.

Rotary role

Michael Schnack, a Rotary
leader and a member of the Town
Council, took the lead in the evo-
lution of Will’s Rest. He was intro-
duced to the public garden concept
via the essay, which was a winner
last year in the Rotary’s annual
poster and essay contest at local
schools. He translated the concept
into Will's Rest after learning as

a councilman about neighbors in
the area of the traffic island pro-
testing its being planted with trees
that they feared would block their
view of the nearby waterfront. “It
al fell together,” he remarked. It
is also notable that Will Reynolds
was a member of Rotary, as well
as involved in severa other com-
munity activities.

Thetown provided loam for the
triangle last year, before it became
a civic undertaking. The town
will remove the offending trees,
and rototilled the site in prepara-
tion for the plantings, Schnack re-
ported. He gained commitments of
$1,000 from local Rotarians and a
$500 grant from Rotary National
for Will’s Rest. The plants cost
$2,515.

The club is looking to indi-
vidual local contributions to make
up the difference. Donations may
be sent to the Rotary at PO. Box
652, Jamestown, 02835. Schnack
hopes enough funds will alow for
abench at the location.

He noted that the route is a fa-

vorite walk of both year-round
neighbors and tourists. The new
garden is a short distance from
East Ferry and the town’s central
villagedistrict. It isat the crest of a
hill, making it anatural place for a
rest area, Schnack suggested.

He also cited Sandra Reynolds,
writing about Will’s experiences,
that her husband “lived his life
with hemophilia but that did not
stop him from climbing Mount
Washington on crutches, or earn-
ing three college degrees. Will
recognized the power of the indi-
vidual to encourage understanding
and goodwill throughout the com-
munity and the world. He believed
that no person istoo small to make
abig difference.”

Plantings

Mary Keen was asked by
Schnack to take on the mini-park
design because of her reputation
as a gardener. Backyard trial and
error, and classes for tree stew-
ardship and wildflower growth
perfect her gardening. She chose
about 200 plantings for Will's
Rest that would be aesthetically
pleasing year-round and not re-
quire much watering and main-
taining. “I chose hardy, drought-
resistant plants, not attractive to
deer and other aggressive wild-
life, but beneficial for birds. but-
terflies and other species,” she
said.

Her selections include sum-
mersweets, inkberry holly, Ko-
rean spice viburnum, sweetfern,
sheep laurel, lowbush blueberry,
creeping juniper, maiden grass
and dwarf fountain grass.
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Dramatic Dumplings Contemporary

7 FERRY WHARF
JAMESTOWN, RI 02835
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Breezes off Mackerel Cove sweep gently across Highland Drive and caress this 3,775 sq. ft. contemporary on 3.02 acres comprised of two separate lots - a 1.33 acre
vacant lot bordering Highland Drive and a 1.69 acre lot off Blueberry Lane. Rhododendrons are a colorful counterpoint to the stark simplicity of this three-bed-
room Hamptons-style home built in 1999. Two guest bedrooms and an office grace the first level while a sun-filled, second floor great room has custom cabinetry
and a fabulous kitchen with mahogany ribbonwood cabinets and a stainless-steel topped center island. Sunset views and a hint of the cove are visible from these
areas and the spacious second floor deck. The third floor master bedroom suite has a private deck and a birds-eye view of Mackerel Cove. A detached three-car garage
with an oversized second floor office is reached by a pergola covered walkway. This exceptional property is a study in tranquility and is being offered as a package.
For more information or an appointment, please call Greer Beecroft, Listing Agent, at 401-345-5755.

MAKING DREAMS COME TRUE...ONE HOME AT A TIME

59 BELLEVUE AVENUE
NEWPORT, RI 02840

401.848.5555

WWW.Mmansions-manors.com




