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423-2800 • 53 Narragansett Avenue

Business Hours
Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 7:00 pm

Saturday 8 am to 6 pm
Sunday 8 am to 2pm

BAKER’S PHARMACY
“YOUR COMPLETE PHARMACY”

40 Narragansett Avenue
423-1020

Open for Lunch
& Dinner

Fresh Local Striped Bass 
& Bluefish

Steaks • Chicken • Pasta

Prime Rib Friday & 
Saturday after 5:30

“Seaworthy Fare”

Island Carpet Tile & Hardwoods
695 West Main Road   Middletown

847-2095

We Install Boat Carpet

What a client recently
said about our 
design services:

“...created 
comfortable,

elegant rooms 
suited to our
lifestyle...”

Call today so that you
can say the same.

renovation planning
interior design

decoration
34 Narragansett Avenue

423.3639
tastedesigninc.com

Nautical Impressions
Gifts for Sailors and 
Landlubbers Alike

16 West Main Street • Wickford
(401) 295-5303 • Open Daily

Tall Ships 2007

Ship Models,
Books

and Posters
Available at

Money Market savings accounts
make dreams come true!

* Personal Money Market Savings: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) valid on new accounts opened. 4.85% APY guaranteed through 8/31/2007 
on balances of $10,000.00 and over. Rate effective as of 3/28/2007. 1.50% APY for balances of $2,500.00 through $9,999.99. 

* Business Money Market Savings: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) valid on new accounts opened. 4.85% APY guaranteed through 8/31/2007 on 
balances of $2,500 and over. To earn the stated yield, must open or have a BankNewport Business Checking account. 

Personal and Business: Minimum deposit to open is $25.00.  A monthly service fee of $10.00 will be imposed if the balance in the account falls
below $2,500.00 any day of the month.  To earn the stated guaranteed APY, the balance cannot fall below the required minimum any day of the
month. All other terms and conditions apply.  Federal regulations limit certain activity on Money Market Savings accounts, including checkwriting.
Ask a Customer Service Representative for details and other rates. Fees may reduce earnings. Offer may be withdrawn without prior notice.

Equal Housing Lender Member FDIC

4.APY*
85%

Personal or Business

Authority’s sale of property to town a good neighbor gesture
By Dotti Farrington

Town Administrator Bruce 
Keiser said last week that he was 
sorry that his comments in mid-
June about delays with a decision 
on a site for a new highway barn 
were interpreted by the Rhode 
Island Turnpike and Bridge Au-
thority (RITBA) as blame for the 
delays.

Keiser said his comments were 
meant to detail the time needed to 

pursue various aspects of barn de-
cision-making and his comments 
to the council were not intended to 
be blame the authority for the way 
it was handling its role.

The town has been talking for 
two decades about choosing a lo-
cation for a barn to replace a small 
town garage in disrepair at Fort 
Wetherill.

David Darlington, chairman of 
the authority, said June 20 that he 

was upset that Keiser’s comments 
were reported as blame of RITBA 
offi cials for delays in getting infor-
mation.

Darlington said the town had 
not used authority offers to con-
duct special meetings if necessary, 
as well as other efforts to respond 
to the town’s request. “We could 
not have done anything else to be 
more available,” he commented.

Darlington also reviewed le-

gal and engineering costs needed 
to investigate “bogus claims of 
dumping on the land.”  The study 
some months ago disclosed no 
dumping or existence of pollut-
ants. The town asked for the study 
after a resident reported improper 
disposal of paint or chemicals dur-
ing maintenance of the bridge.

The RITBA chairman said the 
authority originally priced the land 
for the town at $125,000 to in-
clude all future costs that might be 
incurred by bridge offi cials. The 
town chose to negotiate the terms. 

The bridge authority consid-
ered a 50 year lease at $5,000 a 
year and the town countered with 
a 20 year lease at $7,000 a year. 
Darlington said both sides had ne-
gotiated strongly. He said RITBA 
was not looking to sell any of its 
holdings, but considered the town 
request “as a good neighbor.” He 
said a lease was not in the best in-
terests of the authority.

At its latest meeting, RITBA 
agreed to sell the land for $97,500, 
including costs to date, and terms 
that provide that the town will pay 
any other legal and engineering 
costs that might be incurred by 
RITBA to complete the transfer. 

Bridge authorities did not item-
ize the land, legal and engineering 
costs. Darlington noted that two 
appraisals were reviewed, as well 

as costs. He said RITBA’s terms 
were extensive and included con-
sultation about barn design be-
cause the deal would put the town 
barn so close to the bridge deck. 
He said the town needs to be aware 
of such factors as snow and ice re-
moval fl inging material onto the 
barn roof. 

Darlington said the town could 
not expect the bridge authority to 
take responsibility for such future 
events and the town would need to 
design its building to refl ect aware-
ness about such factors.

The authority action included a 
stipulation that the land would re-
vert to RITBA if it were not used. 

Involved is 6,000 to 7,000 
square feet of land, to be fi xed ex-
actly based on barn design coordi-
nated with space for bridge main-
tenance needs. The land is near 
Bayview Drive and near the New-
port westward bridge abutment. It 
would be used in conjunction with 
abutting town property at Taylor 
Point where the town has its sewer 
treatment plant.

Bush to speak at War College today
By Dotti Farrington

The Rhode Island Turnpike and 
Bridge Authority (RITBA) last 
week authorized $5,100 for extra 
round-the-clock security because 
of a triple burden of activity this 
week and next. 

The Rhode Island State Police-
based security was ordered for the 
visit of President George Bush as 
part of major events at the Naval 
War College (NWC) in Newport, 
as well as the Tall Ships presence 
in Narragansett Bay in the bridge 
area. The week’s events include 
fi reworks displays both Friday, 
June 28, and Wednesday, July 4.

Traffi c from about a quarter of 
a million visitors for the events 
was the main focus of the RITBA 
extra security contingent. The 
trooper presence was intended to 
enable more effi cient communica-
tion and dispatch of added security 
as might be needed, authority of-
fi cials said.

Other agencies cited plans for 
security for the Tall Ships, par-
ticularly to establish boundaries 
around the Tall Ships and other 
craft on the bay. Details of added 
security arrangements for the week 
were not made public.

 The offi ce of President Bush 
confi rmed late Friday that he 
would speak at the Naval War Col-
lege this morning at an interna-
tional military symposium for the 
50th anniversary of the NWC Na-
val Command College for an ex-
pected 1,600 top ranking military 
offi cials from around the world 
who studied there over the years. 
The President was to speak to the 
military leaders about “the global 
war on terror,” according to his 
press offi ce.

Reports about the Bush visit 
said it was the fi rst for the Republi-
can president to the predominantly 
Democratic state, and will leave 
Vermont as the only state he has 
not visited during his presidency, 

Gov. Donald L. Carcieri invited 
Bush several months ago, accord-
ing to the governor’s press offi ce. 
The governor was scheduled to 
host other Republican governors 

at the Hyatt Regency Newport on 
Goat Island for talks on education 
and fi nances. They then were to at-
tend a clambake at the Eisenhower 
House at Fort Adams State Park. 
The confi rmation of the President’s 
visit to Newport did not specify 
plans for his attendance at the 
Hyatt and Fort Adams programs.

The President was expected to 
go from Newport for a vacation of 
unspecifi ed length at his family’s 
seaside home in Kennebunkport, 
Maine.

Leaders of the Rhode Island 
Community Coalition for Peace, 
based in Providence, said mem-
bers were planning a presence in 
Newport during the Bush visit to 
give their message that they sup-
port an end to the war in Iraq.

Busy fourth for 
the island band

The Jamestown Community 
Band will march in the North End 
parade in the morning and present 
a concert at Mackerel Cove before 
the fi reworks start on July 4. 

Music will include patriotic 
pieces such as “America the Beau-
tiful,” and the “Armed Forces Sa-
lute.”  John Philips Sousa marches 
and swing tunes such as “Big Band 
Bop,” “Chattanooga Choo Choo,”  
and “Salute to the Duke,” will have 
everyone tapping their toes.

The band will begin playing at 
Mackerel Cove about 45-minutes 
prior to the start of the fi reworks 
display, which is scheduled for 
9:15 p.m.


