Commisson approves additional
building for Randall Art Gallery lot

By Michaela Kennedy

The Planning Commission
approved a revised land devel-
opment project on Narragansett
Avenue, on the site of the Randall
Art Gallery. The gallery building
remains on the main avenuein the
new conception. The vote was 5
to 2 at their June 20 meeting.

William Burgin, architect for
the mixed-use design, showed a
reduction of 180 square feet of
the new structure on the lot, and
aremoval of a connection to the
gallery building on the first level.
No amendments were made to
the parking accommodations sug-
gested in the original plan.

Commissioners Gary Girard
and Richard Ventrone were the
only two commissioners who
complained about the original
plan, which fronted the commer-
cial construction on Narragansett
Avenue and moved the residence
to Howland Avenue. They also
were the only two votes against
the amended design.

Applicants Allen and Nancy
Randall defended the dimensions
of the new building design with a
picture presentation of other struc-
tures in the commercial district.
“We are not the biggest building,”
they noted. Commissioners Betty
Hubbard and Michael White, who
praised the original plan, agreed
with the Randalls and showed
support for the revisions.

Commissioner Barry Holland
also countered the complaint of

size. “Relatively speaking, it's
smaller than other buildings on
theisland,” he said.

A public hearing for the proj-
ect is set for August.

In other business, Joseph Man-
ning and his development team
went before the commission to re-
quest an amendment to the nine-lot
major subdivision on Cedar Lane,
previously recommended for ap-
proval by the board. John Murphy,
attorney representing the Manning
family, said the state’s Department
of Environmental Management
(DEM) noted the under-road drain-
age system was placed too closeto
awell on one of the lots.

Matthew Viana of Northeast
Engineering said the design team
worked with DEM to create anew
plan with only eight lots. “Lot 5
will become a right-of-way and
will have adraining system onit,”
he noted. The redesign was nec-
essary in order to receive a state
permit. The engineer explained
the more conventional system in-
cluded a grass basin with amain-
tenance schedule.

Commission Chairman Girard
requested documentation that
outlined the changes presented
by the engineer. Girard looked
for assurance that the upkeep
of the grass basin was included
in the homeowners' agreement,
and asked for calculations of the
amended lot sizes. He also asked
the town planner to review the
amendments for final approval of
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the preliminary plan.

The major eight-lot subdivi-
sion has been named Upland
Farm. Murphy assured the com-
mission that more than half of the
site would continue to remain as
open space.

After some discussion, the
commission agreed the changes
were minor and showed no det-
rimental effects to the project.
Ventrone moved to accept the
amended plan, subject to admin-
istrative approval. The commis-
sion gave unanimous approval to
the changes.

In the planner’s report, Bryer
announced the award of a con-
tract for services to the town to
Donald Powers Architects. De-
tails of the contract include a
general update of the zoning or-
dinance. Updates to be written
will address affordable housing
initiatives and design guidelines
for downtown. Also included in
the work was preparation for a
public workshop, referred to as
the Downtown Charrette, to dis-
cuss economic development and
regulations.

The bid was awarded on June
11. Powers will meet with the
commission soon to discuss a
schedule for the project, Bryer
noted.

Also in her report, Bryer an-
nounced that Gates Leighton and
Associates won the bid for devel-
opment of the land use plan for
the Jamestown Schools and vicin-
ity. Bryer welcomed anyone who
wanted to get involved to join
Rolling Agenda, the grassroots
committee that spearheaded the
campaign.

The Jamestown Press/ June 28, 2007 / Page 9

GORCH FCK 1

Posters
Postcards

Sterling Silver
Jewelry

Tall Ships Fun at

Custom Framing ¢ Handcrafted Jewelry ¢ Unique gifts
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17 Narragansett Ave ¢ 401.423.0344 ¢ www,jamestowndesigns.com

Remember to send
news of your upcoming
eventsto The Press at least
two weeks in advance!

COCONUTSHRIMP CONCH FRI'ITERS
BLACK BEAN DIP - FRESH MAHI MAHI

JERK CHICKEN & SHRIMP
CALYPSO STEAKS - SEAFOOD PAELLA

“KEY LARGO” STYLE CAESERS
POLYNESIAN STIR FRY
COOL FROZEN “ISLAND OASIS” COCKTAILS
REFRESHING HOUSE-MADE SANGRIA
CARIBBEAN BEERS & MARGARITAS

ENJOY PATIO DINING & OUTDOOR TIKI BAR

OUTDOOR
TIKI BAR
NOW OPEN
EVERY
NIGHT!

“SUNDAY AFTERNOON

"SING-A-LONGS”
IN THE ARUBA LOUNGE
LOTS OF LAUGHS — NO TALENT REQUIRED!

HOURS: TUESDAY — SUNDAY

14 NARRAGANSETT AVE.
423-1490

LUNCH & DINNER FROM 11:30
CLOSED MONDAY'S

Beautiful Clothing in Summer's
Vibrant Colors!
opiritual Giits e Exotic Jewelry

85 Brown St. Wickford - 295-1601 - Open 7 Days

Take 3

Best Cover band in Town
Friday, June 29th - 9pm

e Chowda Head Band

Free

Entertainment

EXPANSION SALE

NOW, EVEN MORE SELECTION AT GOLD LADY JEWELERS

& pood thing jutt pot Beiter. Gold Lady jevwelers is expanding their Wickiord store to offer you even mode
digmands, bracelets, pendants, wlches, and gifteace. And, for o limited time, thedr having o wale to kick
et the celebration. 5o inflate wour expectations and viti Gold Lady |evelers, 8 rusmse you can Erust

gold 1ad

JEWELERS

Saturday, June 30th 9pm

L
SERVICE SELECTICH, SATISFACTION SINCE 1980

Over Beroswn Streel, Wickloed, i, £071-204-4655
Wil ui ok wiweve goldladyriel i oo

—

Open Daily 10am-1am - Located at the Base of the Newport Bridge
Must be 18+ to enter - 401-849-5000 - www.newportgrand.com

Oipis Turd. ~ 58, $:30-5:30




