By Donna K. Drago

There are just five weeks to go
before the start of the new school
year and the idand’'s school dis-
trict has found itself in the process
of completely overhauling the ad-
ministrative staff. The sole con-
stant figure who will return to her
desk next year will be principal
Kathy Almanzor.

Special education director Beth
Pinto gave her resignation in May
to take a similar position with the
Narragansett school department.
The first round of interviews for
her replacement are scheduled for
today and the second round will
be tomorrow, according to school
committee chairwoman Cathy
Kaiser.

Assistant principal Mike Fran-
co tendered his resignation just
this week, Kaiser said. Franco has
accepted a job as principal in the
Newport school district, Kaiser
added.

Additionally, the school board
has just approved the hiring of a
new superintendent, who is sched-
uled to begin a two-year contract
onAug. 1.

There was no plan in place to
hire a new superintendent, Kai-
ser said, but she explained that in
order to comply with regulations
of the Rhode Island State Retire-
ment Board, the school committee

has to advertise the position each
year. Supt. Robert Power, who was
hired just ayear ago as a part time
administrator, is a Rhode Island
retiree, Kaiser said, and subject to
therigid regulations.

Marcia Lukon, who retired in
June as the superintendent of the
regional Boylston-Berlin school
district in Massachusetts, an-
swered the job posting.

Kaiser said that Lukon was a
stranger to the school committee
and was discovered as a result of
the required advertising.

She was interviewed in execu-
tive session on July 3 and appoint-
ed at the school committee’s July
12 meeting.

Kaiser said that Lukonisagood
fit for Jamestown because she
comesfromasmall district and has
broad experience in the education
field. She has been ateacher, acur-
riculum director, a principal and a
superintendent, which makes her a
well-rounded candidate.

Thedistrict that Lukon most re-
cently served hasatotal of 460 stu-
dents and 36 teachers. The towns
are suburbs of Worcester, Mass,, in
the central part of the state.

Kaiser aso learned “from a
Google search,” during the inter-
view process that Lukon was a
finalist for the superintendency in
Barrington. “ She passed that vig-
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orous search process,” Kaiser said,
adding that she discussed Lukon
with one of her colleagues on the
Barrington School Committee,
and “they just raved about her.”

Kaiser said that Lukon has
recently purchased a home in
Charlestown and had been plan-
ning to come to Rhode Island for
some time.

Lukon’s salary will be the same
as was set for Supt. Power. She
will receive $500 per day for 90
days per year, Kaiser said, but not-
ed that because she is not limited
by retirement board rules to just
90 days, Lukon’s contract says her
term is “90 days or more if mutu-
ally agreeable.”

Kaiser said Power’s official last
day on the job is July 31, but that
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New |leaders for iIdand schools, some are still unknown

he will stay on at his present per
diem rate to finish up negotiations
with the Jamestown Teachers As-
sociation, which, Kaiser noted,
should take a few more sessions.

About the flux the district is
experiencing, Kaiser said “Clearly
it's not ideal,” to have the change
comeall at once, but she noted that
she is encouraged by some “very
good,” special education director
candidates, and said that there is
aready ateacher in the Jamestown
school district who has expressed
an interest in being “an aspiring
principal.”

“We have Kathy (Almanzor),”
Kaiser said, “and we will build a
strong team around her.”

The next meeting of the school
committee is not until Aug. 23.

Kaiser said she expectsto have all
the administrative positions ap-
pointed at that meeting.

Concertsthis
week in Wickford

Tonight's family concert at the
town beach in North Kingstown will
feature Johnny the K, who returnsto
town with his hats, masks, and dy-
namic songs. The free performance
beginsat 6:30 p.m.

On Thursday, July 31, a 7 p.m.,
Bandstand Review, with songs of
the 1950s, will perform at the town
dock. The program beginsat 7 p.m.

For a complete list of North
Kingstown concerts, visit www.
NKArtsCouncil.org, or call 294-
3331 ext. 241.
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BRISTOL PROVIDENCE WICKFORD
297 Hope St 735 Hope St 24 Brown St
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Bay with Classic Cruises of Newport.

Sail aboard the classic 72 ft. schooner I
MADELEINE or cruise the Bay aboard our |
high-speed Prohibition era Motor Yacht RUM-
RUNNER II Both tours depart daily from
Bannister’s Wharf in the heart of Newport's |
historic waterfront. Come yachting with us on |
Narragansett Bay.
* Cruise ARABELLA, New England’s onlyl
sailing cruise yacht with 5 night cruises to |
28| Nantucket, Martha’s Vineyard and the Islands. I
Also available for corporate and private charters.

See more of Newport and Narragansett I

MAD www.cruisenewport.com
8 4715551318]5 WINTERS IN THE CARIBBEAN,
- — SPRING & SUMMER IN THE CHESAPEAKE.
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RUMRUNNER II
847-0299

ARABELLA
849-3033
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LAWRENCE BUILDERS INC.

Custom Homes, Renovations & Additions
Custom Mill Work, Kitchen, Baths, Tile, Windows, Siding, Roofing

401.792.3669
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