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The
Walrus

Says
By Jim Munro

Were your descendants 
part of the original set-
tlers here on Jamestown 

350 years ago?
Then, we want to hear from 

you. Tell us your name and your 
ancestor’ s name and anything else 
we might fi nd of interest concern-
ing that person. 

Send the information to the e-
mail address or call the telephone 
numbers listed at the end of the 
column.

***
Blending the stories of several 

familiar fairy tales with an original 
story - all looking for “happily ever 
after” endings - is the theme of the 
beautiful, thoughtful and amusing 
Steven Sondheim musical “Into the 
Woods,” the next production of the 
Jamestown Community Theatre to 
be staged in November.

Producer Joan McCauley poses 
the question, “But what happens 
after “happily ever after?” “There 
are consequences! For example, 
what does Jack, of “Jack and the 
Beanstalk” fame, do with a dead 
giant in the backyard?”

Joan said that the selection 
committee, led by Artistic Direc-
tor Mary Wright, wanted to stage a 
“big play,” one that could accom-
modate everyone who wants to 
participate in the ensemble cast.

Julie Andrews will direct “Into 
the Woods,” and she urges James-
town residents, ages 8 to 98, who 
have ever wanted to try their hand 
at theater, to audition — for a 
lead, a supporting part, or a chorus 
spot. 

Auditions are scheduled for 
Sept. 5 and those auditioning for a 
lead part need to prepare 32 bars of 
a song from a Broadway musical. 
All others will sing America the 
Beautiful in small groups.

Rehearsals will be held late 
Sunday afternoons and Monday 
and Wednesday nights beginning 
Sept. 9.

Stay tuned!

***
We had a great response to our 

query concerning Red Skelton’s 
seagull. Actually, there were two 
seagulls and the fi rst person in by 
phone with the correct answers was 
council President David Long who 
informed us of the two seagulls 
named Gertrude and Heathcliff. 
His call was immediately followed 
by Walter Paolozzi of Warwick, 
the island’s Verizon man, who also 
phoned in the correct answers.

Marlene Murphy shouted 
the names across the counter at 
BankNewport and Charlie and 
Joan Shaffer called in. Gertrude 
and Heathcliff e-mails arrived 
from Carol Fuquea of Coventry; 
Helen A. Richardson; Betty Kinder 
came in with only Heathcliff, but 
noted, “This made me think of my 
deceased mother - she could have 
answered easily. I can still remem-
ber her laughing at that skit;” Deb-
bie Richards, who remembered 
watching it with her father many 
years ago; Bob Fuquea; Cindy 
Waterman and Gaylin Cordes re-
membered only Heathcliff, but as 
Cindy wrote, “it was a long, long 
time ago! And this from Christine 
Weglowski Forster of Middle-
town, who wrote, “Red Skelton’s 
seagulls were Gertrude and Heath-
cliff. As a child, I loved it when he 
fl uffed up his (thinning) hair, put 
his hands under his arms and did 
the seagull bits. Always funny and 
cute.”

Thanks to all. He was a won-
derfully, funny man. 

***
Due to an editing error Carolyn 

Jaques’ name was misspelled in 
last week’s column. 

Sorry, Carolyn.

***
Kudos to the new offi cers of 

JEMS (Jamestown Emergency 
Medical Services) who were elect-
ed at its annual meeting July 24.

Keith Godena is deputy to Di-
rector Rick Hodges; Chris Reilly 
is training offi cer; Nancy Beye, 
supply offi cer; Ralph Aresti, ad-
ministrator; Anna Auld, secretary; 
and Marlene Murphy, treasurer.

The membership voted to pur-
chase an air fi ltration system for 
the ambulance bay, and to upgrade 
the landscaping around the build-
ing to improve visibility and safe-
ty. Money for both projects will 
come from donated funds.

***
On the subject of JEMS, Judy 

Bell reports that former member 
Alex DeMolles is now a new of-
fi cer with the Coventry Police De-
partment and graduated valedicto-
rian from the police academy.

Great job, Alex!

***
Dr. Joshua Hatch of the James-

town Animal Clinic suggests 
checking out all options when de-
ciding on a new pet. “Besides our 
cats and dogs, there are quite a few 
other pets out there that can be just 
as much a part of the family as 
Fluffy. Rabbits are excellent pets 
for those with limited space and 
they also don’t make much noise! 
They can be easily house trained 
and have a lot of character. With 
rabbits please make sure that their 
food and housing are appropriate 

to avoid illness and check out ex-
cellent websites like www.rabbit.
org for more information. Ferrets 
are another small pet with great 
personality that can be excellent 
pets for some people. They are 
very mischievous and do better 
with other ferrets around. In Rhode 
Island ferret ownership requires 
a permit through the Department 
of Environmental Management 
(www.dem.ri.gov) so be aware of 
that if you intend to purchase or 
adopt ferrets. Do your homework 
before bringing home any new pet, 
but realize there are a lot of options 
that can be just as rewarding!”

*** 
Anne Lane reports that Mad-

eline, 8, and James, 6, Doherty 
and their dad, Ed, have been on 
the island for the past two weeks. 
For those who may want to keep 
in touch, their new address is 100 
Riverview Drive, Etters, Penn, 
17319.

Mom Mel Doherty has been 
activated to Kuwait and her e-mail 
is lambchop-nh3@yahoo.com or 
regular mail to CDR M. Doherty, 
MNC-I, IAG, APO AE 09330.

You’re doing a great job com-
mander.

***
Greg Cooney returns to the 

Jamestown Philomenian Library 
tonight at 7 p.m. with songs and 
stories and that get the audience up 
and involved with performance.

Children age 4 and over are 
invited to bring their families and 
explore how music is made and 
enjoy 45-minutes of songs. Reg-

istration is not required, just come 
on down.

***
Rose Fraley called in with the 

answer to last week’s poser. It’s the 
lyrics from “Blues in the Night,” 
and according to Bob Kinder in 
his e-mail it was a “great WWII 
song.”

Barbara-Ann Mac Intosh calls 
it “an oldie but goodie” and pro-
vides the rest of the lyrics:

My mama done told me, when I 
was in knee pants,

My mama done told me son, a 
woman will sweet talk and give 
you a big eye,

But when the talkin’s done, a 
woman’s a two face a worrisome 
thing who’ll leave you to sing The 
Blues in the Night, etc.

There’s a lot of great music out 
there.

***
Jim Pemantell asks, “Ever try 

and get a street light fi xed? The 
one at Narragansett and Marine 
has been out for some time. I 
called this morning and the lady 
said it would take 10 days. Must 
be sending someone over from Eu-
rope.”

Either that or they have to round 
up enough guys to turn the ladder.

***
Businesses and residences with 

fl ags hanging in front of their 
buildings had better check their 
annoyance factor or be the subject 
of a public letter from the chair-
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