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From the
Town
Administrator

By Bruce Keiser

on the location of the proposed

highway barn at upper Taylor
Point. Recognizing that voters will
be making a judgment on the ap-
propriateness of this potential site
based in part on the scenic impacts
on Taylor Point and its environs,
graphic illustrations have been pre-
pared to depict the barn situated 35-
feet north of the Newport Bridge
and set back 50-feet from Freebody
Drive behind the wastewater treat-
ment plant. The renderings were
produced from digital photographs
taken from the bridge and from
vantage points within the waste-
water treatment plant complex. To
provide arealistic view of thevisual
impact of the 23-foot high x 60-foot
wide x 200-foot long garage struc-
ture, the images are based on actual
elevations and dimensions of the
barn drawn to scale and set within
the proposed building site.

Photographs were also taken
from the Taylor Point parking lot
and East Shore Road to demon-
strate visibility of the barn from off-
site locations. These images show
that both the height and the density
of existing vegetation substantially
screen the garage and parking area
from public view.

Public Safety

Police Chief Thomas Tighe, who
also serves as the town's emergen-
cy management director, and Fred
Pease, deputy director, have advised
me that the Taylor Point location is
preferable to the landfill area on the
north end. They reason that acentral
location for the highway garage fa-
cility will promote better coordina
tion of DPW personnd and equip-
ment with public safety agenciesin
responding to mgjor storm events.
The operational benefit of co-locat-
ing each of the town divisions with
acritical rolein disaster response is
also supported by the Rl Emergency
Management Agency.

Any predictions of the actual
conditions that emergency respond-
ers will confront following a major
natural disaster are often of limited
value. However, itisclear that asig-
nificant storm has the potentia to
completely block passage on roads
lined by mature trees and power
lines. Under this scenario, there is
great concern that lack of immedi-
ae access to and from a highway
garage on the north end would un-
acceptably hinder storm operations.
Although the idand is only nine-
mileslong, acentrally located facil-
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Walker Interiors

Upholstery
Wallpaper
Wool Carpeting
Fabrics & Trims

849.8641

026 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, Rl 02842

Monday - Friday * Qam - Spm

24 Hour Burner Service
Call for appointment

CALL FOR

OUR LOWEST
PRICE

We Now Accept Visa
and MasterCard

CALL 1-800-276-3835

Rl Petroleum Dealer License #83

H.V. HOLLAND, INC.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING CONTRACTORS

2 HAMMETT COURT, P.0. BOX 335
JAMESTOWN, RI 02835
(401) 423-0614 « FAX (401) 423-0619

-
TRANE

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane. ™

We install

HARDWOOD FLOORING

% Island Carpet Tile & Hardwoods

695 West Main Road Middletown
847-2095

View from the bridge

Top, Burgin’s rendering of the view of the barn from the east-
bound lanes of the Newport Pell Bridge. Above, the barn footprint

is overlayed on an aerial photo of the proposed site.

ity will provide strategic advantage
alowing rapid response of essential
equipment that may be required to
meet critical needs. In addition, be-
cause the barn will house two fully-
equipped mechanic baysfor vehicle
maintenance and repair, convenient
and ready access to these facilities
is vitally important under a storm
emergency.
Efficiency

| have read the prior study per-
formed by Gannett-Fleming that
analyzed travel distances and time
from the north end and from Taylor
Point. Conclusions were drawn that
the Taylor Point Site is more cost-
effective operationally with lower
fuel costs and maintenance due to
mileage differences. | am not con-
vinced that this study or any other
claims about which site is more ef-
ficient based on travel time to job
siteshaveeither: @) controlled for all
variables; or b) will stand the test of
time given the life span of the barn
a one location or the other. Based
on the current geographic distri-
bution of population on the idand
and potentid for future build-out,
the variations in travel timesto and
from Taylor Point versus the north
end are difficult to accurately mea-
sure and are of marginal difference.

There is aso a stated concern
that the Taylor Point location will
resultina“ split” siteresultinginin-
efficiencies because materials will
have to be retrieved from the stor-
age areaat the north end landfill (lot
48). This dite is currently used to
store drainage pipe, asphalt, grave,

and stone, and serves as a tempo-
rary, short-term dumping site for
street sweepings and other debris
that is later transported to the land-
fill in Johnston.

The operating plan for a barn at
upper Taylor Point includes storage
bins for day-to-day use to meet the
highway division’sneed for asphalt,
stone, and gravel. The location of
the bins will be subject to the site
plan review process performed by
the Planning Commission.

Project Costs

The Aug. 28 referendum pres-
ents a $1.5 million highway barn
bond proposa a upper Taylor
Point. Thissum representsthe entire
amount that taxpayers will be asked
to appropriate for both purchase of
the bridge authority property for
$97,500 and the construction of
the barn. As previoudy reported,
approva of this site will aso per-
mit the town to accept an offer to
sl Lot 47 to an abutting property
owner for $150,000 which could be
allocated to defraying the highway
garage costs. (The conditions of the
salerequirethat Lot 47 remain asan
unbuildable lot).

What does $1.5 million mean
to taxpayers? Passage of the high-
way garage bond referendum will
require annual debt service pay-
ments amounting to an average of
$115,000 over a 20-year term, add-
ing 5-cents to the tax rate. Tax pay-
ments by the owner of the median
assessed house ($476,415) would
average $25.10 dollars per year.

ICIERGE
A LIFESTYLE MANAGEMENT COMPANY
401 F41-7598 Swww.elan-ri.com

FPERSOMAL ASSISTANTS « PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
ERRAND SERVICES

FULLY INSURED & BONDED

WILLIAM A. LEONARD

General Consulting for Individuals & Small Businesses

I can... > install and setup your computer hardware and software.
- > degunk your computer for better performance.
> build or help you build web pages and N?el them on the internet.
> help you learn how to use Microsofi™ Windows and Windows program
1 > provide scanning services and digital ;Ehotogruphy and show you how.
> create custom programs for Microsoft™ Windows Environment.

(401) 423-2809 - WWW.WAL1.COM

Summer Music
in Jamestown

at East Ferry Memorial Square

DMISSION FRE

and Trattoria Simpatico
present

Integrated Management Solutions
Greg Abate

g )
6:30 p.m. this Sunday, August 12th

In the event of rain, the concert will be in the Community Center




