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Proof that a dollar 
still goes a long way.

Exquisite handcrafted 14K and sterling silver jewelry.

128 Spring St. Newport, RI 02840 | www.breakell.com | 401.849.0195
Open Monday – Saturday 9-5, Sundays 12-5

Celebrating 35 Years in Business
1972-2007

Jamestown Designs
Custom Framing & Fine Gifts

LOCAL TALENTS ARE FEATURED THROUGH ARTWORK, JEWELRY, POTTERY & GLASS.
WE ARE PROUD OF THE SPECIAL ATTENTION WE GIVE OUR CUSTOMERS AND

LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU.

JAMESTOWN CHARM BRACELET

BY

DORI HURSCH

CAROL ANDERSON HELEN ANDERSONDEBORAH ANDERSON SWISTAK

17 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE, JAMESTOWN, RI 02835 • 401-423-0344
WWW.JAMESTOWNDESIGNS.COM    • JAMESTOWNDESIGNS@YAHOO.COM

Mon-Thurs: 5:30 am-8 pm • Friday: 5:30 am-7 pm • Sat-Sun: 7 am-3 pm

36 Southwest Avenue • Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835
T:(401) 560-0300 • F: (401) 560-0301

MURPHY'S LAW
It was not until 1984 that Rhode 
Island judges had a statutory basis for 
sentencing those convicted of murder 
in the first degree to life without 
eligibility for parole.

•••
The extraordinary circumstances 
necessary for that enhanced sentence to be 
imposed, and the judicial procedures that 
must proceed that implementation, insure 
that its use is limited and appropriate.

•••
First among the standards that the Parole 
Board is charged to consider in making 
a decision to grant or deny parole to a 
prisoner is whether he has "substantially 
observed the rules of the institution in 
which confined."

•••
Given that standard, it is hard to 
understand the grant of parole to a 
prisoner who has a longstanding  record 
of serious infractions within the prison, 
particularly where that prisoner, had he 
been sentenced after 1984, might have 
received life without parole eligibility.

•••

Brought to you as a public service by

MORNEAU & MURPHY
ATTORNEYS

77 Narragansett Avenue
Jamestown, RI 02835

(401) 423-0400
e-mail: jamurphy@jamestownlawyer.com

Friday & Saturday 6AM - 10PM; 
Sunday - Thursday 6AM - 9PM

3 Ferry Wharf, Jamestown
423-3077

Peaches Are 
In Season!

Cool off with one our 
fresh Peach Smoothies.
While they last………

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder—RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com

CHRYSALIS AWARD WINNER
Best Whole-House Remodel

Whole-House Remodel by

Records preservation a benefit of new town vault
By Tom Shevlin

As island residents prepare to 
celebrate Jamestown’s 350th an-
niversary, it will soon be easier to 
reach back into that history as ma-
jor upgrades to the town’s archive 
facility are realized.

From vital records such as birth, 
marriage, and death records dating 
back to the 1800s to land evidence 
documents dating as far back as 
1680, much of the island’s history 
can be traced through fi les kept for 
public view at town offi ces.

In the town clerk’s offi ce alone, 
deeds, plat maps, town council 
meeting minutes, and village or-

dinances dating back hundreds of 
years are all maintained with the 
utmost rigor. 

However, despite the best ef-
forts of town offi cials, those re-
cords have been at risk. Now, with 
the dedication of the new town hall 
scheduled for Aug. 12, as a part of 
the town’s 350th celebration, vital 
town records will be secured 

Even before planning had be-
gun on construction of the new 
town hall the need to update the 
town’s archives was evident. Sev-
eral non-permanent books were 
lost to mold and mildew damage 
and town offi cials began to grow 

concerned over the health condi-
tions in the archives.

“It was a dangerous situation 
for everyone,” according to Town 
Clerk Arlene Petit. 

With growing concern over wa-
ter, mold, and mildew in the town’s 
basement archives, the decision 
was made to move the town’s per-
manent records to a storage trailer 
facility adjacent to the town hall 
until appropriate accommodations 
could be made.

The new town hall project has 
provided the town with the op-
portunity to construct those ac-
commodations, and after a tour of 
the island’s current facilities re-
vealed less than ideal conditions, 
its completion couldn’t come soon 
enough. 

Currently, much of the town’s 
vital records are stored above the 
Jamestown Country Club res-
taurant and in an adjacent trailer 
while construction takes place on 
the new town hall. Though climate 
controlled, documents are vulnera-
ble to fi re, smoke, water, and even 
theft. 

A look around the temporary 
offi ce reveals stacks of fi les and 
walls of bookcases housing impor-
tant town documents almost every-
where the eye sees. File cabinets 
are fi re-retardant, however, they 
are by no means fi reproof. Boxes 
of meticulously-fi led documents 
are split between storage units in 
tight conditions with the weight of 
decades making access cumber-
some, if not prohibitive. 

According to Petit, should 
someone request information 
found in one of the older fi les in 
her offi ce, staff members may 
strain just to reach the box the fi le 
is contained in. “Right now, any-

time someone wants a record it’s 
not an easy task for anyone,” she 
said. 

That is sure to change when, 
starting in mid-September, the 
town hopes to begin moving its 
archives into the new town hall 
facility. 

The new facility, designed by 
William Burgin Architects, will 
not only allow for more conve-
nience, but for more secure stor-
age as well. Constructed out of a 
concrete shell with plenty of space 
and security fi rmly in mind, the 
town’s records will be kept safe, 
yet accessible. For example, un-
like previous storage facilities, the 
new town hall vault will be fi re-
safe and climate controlled, ensur-
ing that town records remain safe 
from both fi re and the deteriorat-
ing effects of mold and mildew. 
Meanwhile, new storage bins, im-
proved shelving, public workspac-
es, and fi les stored on microfi lm - a 
process which began when the old 
town hall facility was deemed un-
fi t - will make records more easily 
accessible. 

In addition, a new computer-
ized index of land records will 
provide visitors high-tech search 
capabilities. The system, which 
the town introduced in early 2006, 
is used often by title attorneys and 

researchers as a reference tool to 
direct users to the exact page and 
book number in the town’s ar-
chives, streamlining the search 
process. In addition, newer records 
that have been scanned directly 
into the system can be viewed and 
printed without ever referencing 
traditional hard copy resources.

While other towns have begun 
to move away from hard copy ar-
chiving, opting instead for elec-
tronic-based records, Jamestown’s 
new facility will enable the town to 
maintain its dual archive system.

That’s important to Petit.  
“It’s the absolute history of the 

island” she said. “It’s the legal his-
tory; it’s the fi nancial history; it’s 
the planning…the building his-
tory.”

Petit, who has also been work-
ing on preparations for 350th cel-
ebration, views the town’s new ar-
chive facility as an important part 
of preserving the town’s history. 

“Working with the historical 
society has really given me some 
insight into the value of our his-
tory. It draws a picture…Families 
have owned land on the island for 
generations. You can see people 
looking at their parents and their 
grandparents’ names; it’s their his-
tory and their individual history as 
well as the island’s,” she said.

Saverio Rebecchi announced 
this week that he will run for a seat 
on the Jamestown Town Council 
as an independent candidate.

“With the exception of the short 
period that I agreed to be a candi-
date for Town Council endorsed by 
the Jamestown Republican party, I 
have been a life-long unaffi liated 
voter because my personal prefer-
ence is to vote for the person and 
not the party,” Rebecchi said.

“Being a new arrival on the local 
political scene, I was honored that 
certain members of the Republican 
Party believed I had the right stuff 
to serve the community. When 
their council appointed me chair 

of the 2001 Charter Review Com-
mittee, I took the task seriously, 
followed best practice guidelines, 
saw that everyone had equal input 
and that all recommendations were 
reviewed,” Rebecchi said.

In 2004, Rebecchi was appoint-
ed to the Board of Directors at the 
Quonset Development Corpora-
tion to watch over Jamestown’s 
interests and to help prevent the 
development of a container port.  

Rebecchi has established a Web 
site www.Icandidates.org as an 
informational resource for other 
potential candidates who would 
prefer to run as an Independent/
unaffi liated candidate. 

“I look forward to the next few 
months of campaigning to discuss 
the challenges ahead for our com-
munity and the solutions I can 
offer. Hopefully, as they say, the 
third time will be the charm,” Re-
becchi said.

Rebecchi first to formally 
announce bid for council

Chase wins 
academic honors

John C. Chase, of Jamestown, 
was awarded the Rensselaer Medal 
at North Kingstown High School.

The medal is given to junior-
level students who have distin-
guished themselves in mathemat-
ics and science.


