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What Our Officials Say About Locating the 
Highway Barn At The Bridge Authority Site:

Jamestown Police Chief Tighe
Director,  Jamestown Emergency Management

On Safety 
 “A central location facility will promote better coordination of DPW personnel and equip-
ment with Public Safety Agencies in responding to Major Storm Events.”

Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency
On Safety

“The operational benefit of Co-locating the Highway Garage with each of the Town’s divi-
sions with a critical role in disaster response is highly supported.”

Jamestown Council Vice President Julio DiGiando 
On Size of Site

“By locating the Barn at Taylor Point we will be able to consolidate all municipal operations 
at one site. There is room for our treatment plant, the barn, a modified salt shed and if need 
be a future expansion of the tank system associated with the treatment plant.”

Town Administrator Bruce Keiser
On Bill Burgin’s Renderings

“These images show that both the height and density of existing vegetation substantially 
screen the garage and parking area from public view.”

Jamestown Councilwoman Barbara Szepatowski
On Environmental Impact At Lot 47

“As an environmental scientist, in the end, I do not believe that a highway barn should be 
located on or near a landfill.”

Jamestown Council Vice President Julio DiGiando
On Economics & Environmental Issues

“Having a facility that would be served by public water and sewers is also a major op-
erational advantage. There is no need for an expensive sewer pump as gravity works in 
our favor nor do we need to be concerned with the drawing of well water affecting other 
neighbor’s water supply.”
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Colorful parade marks 350th milestone
By Michaela Kennedy

A parade commemorating the 
1657 purchase of Quononacutt 
Island from the Narragansett tribe 
lit up the village festivities for the 
town’s 350th anniversary. Crowds 
lined Narragansett Avenue to catch 
a glimpse of colorful fl oats, shiny 
horses and fl ag-toting scouts. 

A color guard led the proces-
sion to its fi rst stop at the newly 
completed municipal building, 
directly across the street from the 
Jamestown Museum. Town dele-
gates spilled out of a surrey drawn 
by a team of twin chocolate horses. 
The fl ag-bearing guard stood tall 
as state and local offi cials stepped 
forward for the dedication of the 
town hall. Witnesses cheered for 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

And that’s not all the specta-
tors caught. Soaring sweets ac-
cented the celebration like graffi ti 
at a ticker tape parade. Packets of 
sweet bread slices launched from 
the Portuguese American Citizens 
Club fl oat landed in the arms of 
onlookers. Those lucky enough to 
bag a treat waved in thanks to the 
red and green vehicle.

A multi-colored sweet fl oat la-
beled “The Sweet Life” showered 
candy over the heads of parade 
watchers. Those quick enough to 
raise a hand snagged fl ying sweets; 
others scrambled on the corner to 
pick up tasty treasures. “I like hav-
ing candy thrown at me during pa-
rades,” explained one of the fl oat 
builders, Riley Greene, 11, when 
asked how the idea came about. 

Morgan Greene, 7, and Gra-
ham Jamison, 12, helped throw, 
as well as eat, candy with Riley. 
Their families joined forces in the 

neighborhood to execute the happy 
theme, according to Jamison.

Scouts from Cub Scout Pack 
1, six in all, deserve credit for a 
job well done, and will be remem-
bered for posterity. The young uni-
formed troopers proudly bore their 
banner and fl ags for the walk from 
Lawn Avenue down the main drag. 
Scout Conor Kennedy, 8, admitted 
the fellows were tired at the end of 
the road, especially after patiently 
standing “for the big delay,” of the 
dedication ceremony more than a 
block away. No one complained, 
however. The event was a special 

celebration, and they were pres-
ent to recognize it. “Not too many 
scouts get to be in the 350th anni-
versary parade,” Kennedy said.

A farm tractor carried a group 
of young supporters for the Land 
Trust. They brought messages 
asking all to keep preservation in 
mind, and support the campaign 
to save the island farms. A row of 
fi re and emergency vehicles, an-
tique and modern, followed in line 
waving at the crowd. Riding on the 
engines were waving volunteers, 
uniformed and ready for anything. 

Other residents, on scooters, 

bikes, or foot, joined in the march 
with infectious grins. The streets 
themselves were decorated, from 
fl owerpots on every corner, to red, 
white and blue fl ags standing in 
the wind at the Veterans’ Memorial 
Park, East Ferry. Each fl ower-fi lled 
bucket along the parade route was 
accented with a laminated print of 
a historical photograph, offering a 
vignette of the island’s past.

Conanicut Island’s fi rst land 
agreement may be viewed online 
at jamestownhistoricalsociety.org, 
or visit the authentic document on 
exhibit at the Jamestown Philome-
nian Library.

Jamestown was a sweet place to be on Sunday, with beautiful weather, an old-fashioned parade 
and the town hall dedication.                                               Photo by Andrea von Hohenleiten

See the toe jam 
band tonight

Tonight at the North Kingstown 
Town Beach, the crowd-pleasing 
Toe Jam Puppet Band offers a spe-
cial brand of hands-on children’s 
entertainment that grown-ups 
can actually enjoy.  Their perfor-
mances are very active, encourag-
ing kids and parents to sing and 
dance along with the band as they 
entertain with a unique combina-
tion of original songs, masterful 
shadow puppetry, storytelling, and 
just plain old good fun.  For more 
information, go to www.ToeJam-
PuppetBand.com.

On Aug. 23, the summer series 
wraps up with Wayne From Maine. 
Visit Wayne at www.WayneFrom-
Maine.com.

Both shows begin at 6:30 p.m.

Informal session on 
barn proposal set for 

Wednesday
Town Administrator Bruce 

Keiser will host a question and 
answer session on the Taylor 
Point highway barn proposal on 
Wednesday, Aug. 22 from 1 to 4 
p.m. at the library.

Keiser invites everyone with 
concerns to look at large-scale 
renderings of the project and ask 
questions about any aspect of the 
plan.


