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423-2800 • 53 Narragansett Avenue

Business Hours
Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 7:00 pm

Saturday 8 am to 6 pm
Sunday 8 am to 2pm

BAKER’S PHARMACY
“YOUR COMPLETE PHARMACY”

Summer Hours: Monday thru Saturday 9:30 - 5:30, Sunday 11 - 3
17 Narragansett Ave • 401.423.0344 • www.jamestowndesigns.com

Jamestown Designs

COURAGEOUS
successfully defended 

the America’s Cup
twice. Once in 1974 with 
Ted Hood at the helm, 

then again in 1977 with 
Ted Turner steering.

This race shows 
COURAGEOUS

leading Australia after 
rounding the second mark.

COURAGEOUS
Fantastic Limited Edition Print by John Mecray

5 Narragansett Avenue
423-2722

We do UPS Shipping  •  Copies and Faxes, too!

We’ve got what you 
need to build your boat.

Don’t forget the 
duct tape!

GOOD LUCK, SAILORS
We also have entry forms.

FOOLS’  RULES
REGATTA SUPPLIES

Imported Beer • ATM • Ice • Lottery • Delivery Available 
30 Southwest Avenue • Jamestown • 423-0100

Jamestown Wine & Spirits
Monday - Saturday 9-10 & Every Sunday 12-6
Happy Birthday, Jamestown!

BEERS
Bud/Bud Light 20 pack btls..............$1495

Miller Lite 30 pack cans......................$2099

LIQUORS
Goslings Rum 1.75............................$2999

Jim Beam Whiskey 1.75.......................$2799

Burnett’s Vodka 1.75..........................$1399

WHITE WINE
Mezza Corona 1.5 Pinot Grigio...............$999

Yellow Tail 1.5 Chardonnay...............$999

Oyster Bay 750 Sauvignon Blanc...........$999

Concannon 750 Chardonnay..............$899

Pepperwood Grove 750 Riesling...........$699

Bridge authority looking to separate 
highway lanes with median barriers
By Dotti Farrington

Median barriers for driver 
safety on the Claiborne Pell 
(Newport) Bridge, air-condition-
ing for toll collectors, town water 
for all workers, rescue training 
and crackdown on toll cheaters 
were topics at the monthly meet-
ing on Aug. 8 of the Rhode Island 
Turnpike and Bridge Authority 
(RITBA).

Median barriers are being stud-
ied for design as part of RITBA’s 
long-term improvement program. 
Designs and bids for the barriers 
are due soon.

Work totaling nearly $26.5 mil-
lion, of which $10.6 million, or 
about 40 percent, has been com-
pleted, is being pursued under 11 
contracts dating from 2003 through 
this summer, according to the au-
thority’s summary from Christine 
Callahan, chief fi nancial offi cer.

Both cooling and heating im-
provements are being planned for 
toll booths, where collectors have 
been sweltering or shivering dur-
ing extreme weather conditions 
because of long inadequate con-
nections that do not bring the ben-
efi ts of the administrative build-
ing’s central heating and cooling 
system to the toll booths.

Executive Director Earl “Bud-
dy” Croft and Engineering Direc-
tor Peter Janaros were assigned to 
contact appropriate services with 
requests for proposals for the 
work to be done soon.

Town water
The authority is working with 

town offi cials to bring municipal 

water to the RITBA administra-
tive complex at the Jamestown 
toll plaza of the Pell Bridge. Staff 
members at the facilities have 
been using bottled water for about 
20 years because of contaminated 
well water.  “They have to use 
hand disinfectant after they wash 
with the water there,” David Dar-
lington, board chairman, told au-
thority members.

According to RITBA, town 
Public Works Director Stephen 
Goslee said that an authorization 
for the extension of town water 
from several years ago still is val-
id and can be activated.  The town 
water department has policies 
barring extension of municipal 
water to new customers.  It was 
not clear if the extension would 
need ratifi cation by the town’s 
Board of Water and Sewer Com-
missioners.

Bridge and town authorities are 
reviewing options to determine 
the best route for extension of 
the water system, and how cross-
ing bridge ramps or the toll plaza 
might be avoided to connect at the 
RITBA building.  The work is ex-
pected to cost the authority about 
$300,000 to have the town do the 
work, with the town requiring a 
300-foot loop connection in addi-
tion to a direct 400-foot pipe for 
the system.  Hitting some ledge or 
shale is expected to be involved 
in the pipe dig.

Richard Eannarino, of James-
town, authority vice chairman, 
suggested they ask about the 
reasons for the loop so should it 
involve some benefi t to the town, 
the town might share some of 
the costs.  Offi cials estimated the 
work will take about two months, 
after offi cial town permission is 
established.

Rescue work
The authority delegated its staff 

to offer fi rst responder training to 
Jamestown fi re and emergency 
workers after hearing a report 
about such bridge rescue orienta-
tion being conducted for Newport 
personnel and State Police.  Ean-
narino said Jamestown’s rescue 
operations by volunteers “is phe-
nomenal” and the volunteers 
should have the option of whatever 
services RITBA can provide.

Toll cheaters
Drivers who fail to pay tolls 

are “an emerging national issue” 
for toll collectors, Croft com-
mented as part of his monthly 
report, noting the Violations En-
forcement Summit Conference of 
the International Bridge, Tunnel 
and Turnpike Association (IBT-
TA) he attended a few weeks ago 
in Boston, and a similar one he is 
scheduled to attend in Vienna in 
October.

When Croft and RITBA lead-
ers were asked to defi ne the extent 
of toll cheating at the Pell Bridge, 
they declined, saying information 
might encourage more to try toll 
avoidance.

The international organization 
estimates “only” about one percent 
is lost to cheaters, but that amounts 
to more than $1 billion a year lost 
in toll income worldwide.  Its re-
ports from the Boston conference 
included examples about violators 
in luxury cars and drivers who 
mooned surveillance cameras. Vi-
olators also threw insects and other 
critters, play tokens and odd items 
into toll collection machines.  The 
organization is looking for new 
devices and practices to curtail 
the thefts by omission or by prank 
substitutions.

Other items
Darlington credited Croft and 

his staff for coordinating the re-
cent press conference, which the 
chairman termed effective, to re-
port about the safety of RITBA’s 
two bridges after the bridge col-
lapse in Minneapolis. 

Croft reported he was arrang-
ing for a three-day management 
review by industry peers to rate 
the effectiveness of the RITBA 
organization and to identify pos-
sibilities for improvement.

The authority postponed a deci-
sion to hire a public relations fi rm 
from among applicants interviewed 
in recent weeks; and members are 
considering ways and possible ad-
visors for review of six proposals 
received on handling investments 
for its operations.

Janaros gave RITBA direc-
tors a detailed explanation about 
the main cable inspections being 
conducted “with excellent re-
sults.”  He described the cables 
as structures of 2,600 wires, each 
the size of adult fi ngers, which are 
bundled with a unique covering of 
mylar and fi berglass sheathings, 
held with resins and covered with 
a three coat paint system.  

Lafayette Band 
seeks musicians

The Lafayette Band rehearses 
every Wednesday evening from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. at the North Kings-

town High School 
band room, 150 Fair-
way Drive, North 
Kingstown.  

Rehearsals for 
the 2007-2008 con-
cert season begin on 
Wednesday, Sept. 12.  

New musicians are always wel-
come.  For more information, call 
Michael Muller at 295-0072.
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