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The highway barn
belongson lot 47

By William Kelly

The DPW facility, to be or not
to be a Taylor Point that is the
guestion? Obviously there was
a dissenting vote by two council
members not to locate the facility
at Taylor Point. The fact that the
new location is up the street and
around the corner from the old lo-
cation begsthe question, isn't Tay-
lor Point still a location that was
soundly defeated in apreviousref-
erendum?

If the voters in Jamestown ap-
provethissitein the upcoming ref-
erendum onAug. 28, | will support
that decision. If it is rejected, then
in the November election voters
will have the opportunity to ap-
prove a bond to build the High-
way Barn onlot 47, adjacent to the
town’s transfer station.

There is no question that this
long, drawn out debate has been
a disservice to the personnel that
have been forced to work in con-
ditions that would not have been
permitted to continueif it had been
an animal shelter. This should
have been a simple issue resolved
years ago. Lot 47 was bought for
the purpose of building the high-
way barn onit. Doesit make sense
to buy another piece of property to
accomplish what we already have

in inventory for that purpose? The
effort, energy, delays and expense
to this community have been a
travesty/injustice perpetrated by a
very small minority with a NIM-
BY agenda. Not only because it
has denied our DPW workers a
healthy and operationally-sound
facility to work from, but because
it has been a mgjor distraction for
this council and anumber of previ-
ous councils.

This should have been asimple
decision made years ago. That
would have alowed succeeding
councils to focus on issues that
have major long-term effects on
the character of this community,
such as procuring the devel opment
rights for the farms, affordable
housing, comprehensive reviews
of our zoning ordinances and im-
provements and protection of our
water systems. It should also be
noted that the ones with the most
knowledge and expertise in the
protection of the water systemsin
Jamestown are those people who
live and work in the area and not
bureaucrats from Washington.

If protection of the water is re-
aly the issue for the NECC, then
for each square foot of concrete
and or blacktop that is put at the
north end it would in actuality
further insure their water by con-
trolling the leachate that filters
through the area. In fact, if water
protection was the real issue then
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they should have been the ones
that were demanding that we build
thisfacility in their areaas quickly
as possible. My!!! Mr. Kelly how
can you make such a statement?
Because | have worked with land-
fill and landfill operators al up
and down the East Coast and have
been very active in Brownfield’'s
programs and have worked very
closely with the EPA on a number
of projects. (Resume & references
available upon request.)

In addition, however an in-
dividual feels about locating the
DPW facility at Taylor Point pro
or con they should take the time
to vote. This is the opportunity to
have your voice heard and your
opinion counted.

Continued from page 7

carefully. He has confronted big-
ger concernsin hislife than public
opinion about the highway barn.
In any decision, a town councilor
must assess the facts and, as David
has noted, with this new site, the
facts changed. David chose to put
the rancor of the past severa years
aside in supporting what he called
“the better choice,” of Taylor
Point. His vote was an act of lead-
ership, like many he has cast these
past eight years. Please consider
joining him by voting to approve
the highway barn on Aug. 28.
Mary Meagher
Jamestown
The author is a former Town
Council member.
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The Town of Jamestown, 350
yearsold thisyear, will continueto
exist long after we who live here
now have gone. We should there-
fore try to avoid doing things on
purpose that make us look silly. If
we build the public works garage
at Taylor Point, for the next 350
years people in Jamestown will
say, “Why on earth did those peo-
ple build a Public Works garage at
Taylor Point.”

Bob Sutton
Jamestown

We support
Taylor Point

My wife and | support the pro-
posed location of the Department
of Public Works highway barn at
Taylor Point.

We believe it is important to
have public works facilities cen-
trally located, and we believe this
location does not pose a potential
threat to the island’s water supply.

Thomasand Roslyn Tinker
Seafarer Court

Other itemsyou

should consider

On Tuesday night | attended
the Town Council meeting and lis-
tened carefully to the town manag-
er’s hour long presentation. In ad-
dition, hewas kind enough to meet
me at the proposed site to answer
additional questions and do awalk
through of the plans for the high-
way barn.

What | have learned is that this
is not just a vote about a highway
barn. It a decision about whether
to makethe area of Taylor Point an
industrial park.

Why do | say this? Few people
realize, and | was one of them un-
til Tuesday night, that the question
we have facing usis not just about
the highway barn, but also three
additional related sites. During
the presentation, the town man-
ager showed us renderings and
satellite photos of the point that
include sitesthat have not yet been
discussed in the current debate. It
turns out that we have four chang-
esto the point under consideration,
as well as a fifth which may come
into play in the future:

1. The highway barn, the as-
phalt apron for parking and the
drive into the site through the
wastewater treatment facility.

2. Another site 20,000 to 25,000
square feet in lower Taylor’s Point
(closer to Potters Cove) for run-off
from the highway barn.

3. A new salt barn

4. A set of containers requiring
space of 15- by 30- feet for which
thereis not yet aplan;

5. Finally, if the treatment plant
ever needs to be shut down for re-
pairs or expantion the land that has
been reserved for that purpose will
be cleared and devel oped.

If al of thisissited on the small
Taylor Point area, the town will
have decided that Taylor Point is
the perfect location for a munici-
pal industria park. At the same
time we are dl fighting so hard to
save the farms on the island, the
town is seeking to make one of the
most beautiful and valuable areas
of waterfront and water view prop-
erty on the sland into an industrial
park.

This highway barn has caused
tremendous strife in Jamestown
for many years. Some throw up
their hands in frustration about
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