
The Jamestown Press / September 6, 2007 / Page 3

Weekdays 'til 9 • Fri. & Sat. 'til 10 • Sunday Noon 'til 6
9 Ferry Wharf  •  Jamestown  •  423.0070  •  www.grapesandgourmet.com

W E E K LY  S P E C I A L S
WOODBRIDGE BY MONDAVI $11.75
All Varietals - 1.5 ltr

CESARI PINOT GRIGIO 1.5 ltr $12.50

SOUTHERN COMFORT 750 ml $15.75

AMSTEL LIGHT 12 Pack Cans $12.75

Hands-down, the Finest Wine Selection in Jamestown

Great 
Assortment 
of Autumn 

Micro-Brews 
now Available

5 Narragansett Avenue
423-2722

Kettlebottom Outfitters Gear Headquarters!

Just Ask!
We can SPECIAL ORDER

almost anything!

If we don’t have it

MURPHY'S LAW
A SLEAZY FOUNDING FATHER?

The story is well laid out in Edward 
Achorn's gem of a column on August 
14, 2007, entitled "How Rhode Island 
corrupted a president." Send us an email 
if you want a copy.

•••
The history of the incident, which casts a 
considerable shadow over the character of 
Thomas Jefferson, is well told in Charles 
Rappleye's excellent book, Sons of Providence: 
The Brown Brothers, the Slave Trade and the 
American Revolution.

•••
The parallels and lessons of history are 
amazing, with the Jefferson episode involving 
political pressure on the President to use 
his appointive powers for a despicable and 
corrupt purpose.

•••
These battles aren't always fought on purely 
intellectual grounds: one Rhode Islander who 
resisted the corrupt undermining of federal 
and state law against the importation of slaves, 
was attacked as he slept in his home and had 
his ear sliced off.

•••
Quiz: The most serious crime with which the 
perpetrating thug could have been charged? 
Answer: Mayhem. Look that word up in your 
Funk & Wagnalls.

•••
Brought to you as a public service by

MORNEAU & MURPHY
ATTORNEYS

77 Narragansett Avenue
Jamestown, RI 02835

(401) 423-0400
e-mail: jamurphy@jamestownlawyer.com

Friday & Saturday 7AM - 9PM
Sunday - Thursday 7AM - 8PM

3 Ferry Wharf, Jamestown
423-3077

Fall Lunch Combo is Back!
Soup, Sandwich 

& Soda $5.50
Also, please note our new Fall 
Hours beginning this week on 

Friday, September 7.

ARRIVING DAILY

Hardy Mums
all sizes and colors

Shrubs
beautiful fall color -

winter foliage

Fall Planters
to bloom until frost

Fresh Cut Flowers
for your table

Comprehensive Whole-House Remodeling

Robert Van Cleef, Master Builder
RI Registration #10

(401) 423-3800
yankeehousewrights.com

Cousin Mariah O’Neill, who 
lives in the Carriage House at the 
entrance to the property, remem-
bers summers on the property with 
a steady stream of family visitors 
and international guests. Croquet 
was a popular pastime in the yard, 
and live-in servants took care of 
everyone’s needs. Mariah points 
to a high ledge, a favored spot for 
adventurous children. “We played 
Murder in the Dark as kids, and we 
found some great hiding places,” 
she recalls.

Mariah also points out a special 
treasure found on a wall in one 
of the bedrooms upstairs. Their 
grandmother, Marianna Lippincott 
O’Neill, had a penchant for draw-
ing on the walls as a little girl, and 
her doodles were uncovered when 
wallpaper was removed. “Here is 
a self portrait,” notes Mariah, run-
ning a fi nger along words, “going 
to be presented,” written over a 
sketch of a fancily dressed young 
woman. 

The home was fi rst dubbed 
“Meeresbilck,” German for “sea-
scape.” Educated Americans of 
the day studied German as the pre-
ferred foreign language. But the 
name fell out of favor around WWI 
with the rise of friction between 
the two countries. “We never used 
the word when we were growing 
up,” Peter says.

The Belvedere home, a clap-
board-and-shingle design by 
Charles Bevins, also boasts state-
ly roots. Built by Admiral David 
Dixon Porter in 1888, the house 
has experienced a few metamor-
phoses in the last century. When 
Anthony and Rita Antine bought 
the property in 1981, the top story 
of the house had been cut off. The 
couple redesigned the top fl oor, 
including dormers to restore the 
cottage’s likeness to its former 
self. They also added a rear living 
area that follows the line of the 
original wood and window orna-
mentation.

The structure still holds its 
earliest windows of bulleted and 
stained glass. A brass banister 
complements the main staircase. 
“I dreamed of a beautiful bride 

coming down this staircase,” Rita 
says. She realized her dream when 
one of her daughters fl oated down 
to the staircase landing in her wed-
ding gown. 

Custom-made woodwork de-
tails beauty throughout the house. 
A portrait of Admiral Porter, 
alongside other faces and scenes 
of note, hangs in the front sitting 
room. After more than 25 years of 
summering and eventually retiring 
to the home on Walcott, the An-

tines continue to marvel at the old-
world charm of their cottage. Tony 
and Rita have many stories to tell 
about their gem, which still holds 
much of the original furniture. As 
an added treat, David Adams, the 
great-great-grandson of the admi-
ral will be on hand to help host the 
Walcott event.

The Saturday event will be held 
rain or shine. For more information 
about the JHS Annual House Tour, 
call Mary Heath at 423-3333.

Tour
Continued from page 1

At top, the Lippincott house on Beavertail Road, below is the origi-
nal design of Belvedere. At right is an ornately carved staircase in 
the Lippincott house.


