By Michaela Kennedy

Conanicut Island lays front and
center in an aerial picture of Nar-
ragansett Bay. The photograph
opens a recently published report
for Gov. Don Carcieri about a
wind siting study related to a state
project to develop wind energy.

Maps in the state report show
Jamestown as a strong wind lo-
cation. Areas pinpointed as high
wind sites include state-owned
land near the Newport Bridge,
Fort Wetherill, Beavertail, and wa-
ters surrounding the island.

Last week, Andrew Dzykewicz,
the governor’'s top energy advi-
sor, brought stakeholders, various
community representatives, agen-
cies and organizations together for
adiscussion about the project. No-
ticeably absent from the invitation
list was Jamestown, but Dzyke-
wicz quickly acknowledged that it
was merely an oversight. He noted
that other communities had been
more vocal in pursuing their inter-
est, and the state would welcome
Jamestown to become involved.

The scope of the state study
was to look at the entire state, in-
cluding offshore waters, to find
workable spots to erect wind tur-
bines and consider their potential
energy generation. The study eval-
uated projects using utility-sized
wind turbines, 1.5 megawatts or

larger, for customer connected and
small community installations.
The study also surveyed areas
for large, wholesale installations
where all of the power is fed into
the New England electric trans-
mission system.

The Jamestown Wind Energy
Committee is pursuing its own
feasibility study, and is preparing
to ask the town council for mone-
tary support. Committee Chairman
Don Wineberg noted the assess-
ment would choose three to six
sites to evaluate the cost involved
in locating wind turbines, and how
much revenue a site could gener-
ate. The study is not designed to
tell if the island has enough wind
to make it work. “We already
know there's viable wind here,”
he added. The committee request
is on the upcoming council agenda
for Monday, Sept. 10.

Dzykewicz said loans for re-
newable energy studieswere avail-
able as a direct result of the Com-
prehensive Energy Act of 2006.
Feasihility studiesfor projectssuch
as wind power typically cost up to
$25,000, according to the energy
advisor. Funding for the feasibility
studies was formerly provided as
a grant, when the state's Renew-
able Energy Standard (RES) was
enacted in June 2004,

Since the new state policy

Farms buyback plans discussed
by town council in closed session

By Tom Shevlin

In aspecia meeting of the Jamestown Town Council last Thurs-
day, members heard an update from Town Administrator Bruce
Keiser on a planned upcoming Sept. 18 Special Financial Town
Meeting on the island’s proposed farmland buyback effort.

Keiser reported to the council that the town was not prepared to
issue awarrant to hold the FTM at thistime, but was confident that
reguirements to secure the Sept. 18 date would be met.

The town meeting will be at 7 p.m. in the Lawn Avenue school

gym.

The council then adjourned to Executive Session for further dis-

cussion.
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was enacted last year, however,
the state money has been rela-
beled as aloan instead of a grant,
and “eventually needs to be paid
back,” according to the energy
advisor. Dzykewicz noted that
he is scheduled for a meeting in
Jamestown on Monday, Sept. 24,
to offer assistance in the explora-
tion process.

The energy standard of 2004
requires the state'sretail electrici-
ty providers -- including nonregu-
lated power producers and distri-
bution companies -- to supply 16
percent of their retail electricity
sales from renewable resources
by the end of 2019. The require-
ment begins at 3 percent by the
end of 2007.

Eligible renewable-energy re-
sources include:

e wind

« direct solar radiation

e movement or the latent heat
of the ocean

* the heat of the earth

e hydroelectric facilities not
greater than 30 megawatts (MW)
in capacity

 biomass facilities using eli-
gible biomass fuels

« fuel cellsusing renewable re-
sources

The town council appointed
the wind committee last spring
and charged its members with re-
searching wind energy generation
possibilities on the island. The di-
rective comes as a local response
to the energy standard adopted
three years ago.

Town council President David
Long noted that renewable energy
resources should be sought out for
the town. Nevertheless, approach-
ing multiple resources at once
would be more than one commit-
tee could handle at a time. “Wind
energy isagood start,” he added.

Wind committee member Wil-
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Wind tops list of renewable energy resources

liam Smith has been a proponent
of harnessing wind energy since
1976, when he put up a private,
two and a half kilowatt turbine on
his property. He notes that wind
power is big in Jamestown histo-
ry, starting with the historic wind-
mill at the top of the hill on North
Main Road, and a farm type wind
turbine on the town farm. “It's fi-
nally getting into people’s mind
sets,” he said. Smith also put up
solar panels, “an excellent combi-
nation.”

Since the accident a few years
back when a cruise ship cut the
electrical lines to the island and
| eft residentswith no power, Smith
has said. it is time to look for al-
ternative energy resources. “Not
to mention you can make money
with these things,” he added.

Committee  chairman  Don
Wineberg agreed that wind energy
generation is the foremost resource
to pursue at the moment, and resi-
dentson theisland seeit. He opines
that globa energy demands are
growing, and the geopolitics of an
oil-based economy need to be ad-
dressed. “Theonly way to changeit
isfor everyone to make a contribu-
tion,” he says. “We as individuals
have a responsibility to reduce our
dependency on ail, and wind pow-
er is one step towards that goal.”
Wineberg called wind a perfect fit.
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“It'swhat we can do.”

The wind committee’s “very
conscious agenda’ isto keep peo-
ple informed, Wineberg said. He
noted that with every conversa-
tion about wind within the com-
munity, he has felt “nothing but
support.”

Wind energy generation can be
used “behind the meter,” to serve
the island’s needs or be put into
the larger electrical grid. Behind-
the-meter usage would allow
residents to buy much cheaper
electricity. “Without going to the
electric grid, then you can use the
energy for the cost, paying whole-
sale,” Wineberg explains. “Once
you put it into the grid, then ev-
eryoneis still buying at retail.”

Committee member Michael
Larkin stressed the committee’s
desire to make people in the town
aware and inspire them to get
moreinvolved. Larkinisamarine
scientist who has worked with
the Nature Conservancy to assess
renewable energy resources on a
national level, as well as various
projects through the University
of Rhode Island. He noted after
much research, the most potential
problems are relatively low sig-
nificance. “Navigational issues,
hazards to wildlife, with careful
siting, can be mitigated,” he said.
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